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2 DEDIC ATION. 


l "FO the Nouth of both Sexes, to 
I young Ladies of a good Diſ= * 
; fofition, and to Serious young Gen. 
Frlemen, and others of a ſweet” and 
good Inclination that are Lovers f 
. Hiſtory; eſpecially of that which is 
Sacred, and leads them in the Paths 
of true Wiſdom, is this little Trea- 
riſe humbly Dedicated by the Author, 
who tried" this Method upon fuch- 
young | Perſons in London about - 
Thirty Years ago, and had ſe- 
veral Performances in Publick to 
this Purpoſe, before their Parents 
and Friends, ſome Gentry and Clergy, 
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aabo when they heard " how ; agreeable | 


aA 1 55 and hely to fucceed in the 
| Aucatian 9 
SH by inter mixi 


cb Her 


| Dialogues, Pieces of Poetry, together ̃ 


| 1th Seriptures, 11 Hynins "and An- 


ems ſuitable to the Subject, de- 


clared thein great Approbation of the 
ſame ; for which Pleaſure as they ex- 
preſs d it, the Author being much 
| obliged, takes this Opportunity of 44 
| Rknowledging the Favour by Dedicat 


" Hiftory to 


ing. 25 frece. of Sacre 


| them and the Families of all ſucb 
well diſpoſed: Perſons, 


And of. bis Dear. Son eur Saviour 


eſus Chri all | ach as Thall 
200 Taper, s Eternal King- | 


| dom, and the Pious Education of 
Children that may be. e 70 4. 
— 8 Pray s. their. Y 


N 


| ho have en- 
| couraged thoſe Performances, and 
Ving fincerely the Bleſſing of God, 
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F youll reg ** r come to ven | 
of Diſcretion, and to have a good Senſe | 
of Things were wou'd appl themſelves 


or N taught by their Parents, be what is 
mot for their Advantage, what Progreß might 
they not make in the Paths a Dieine Wiidom ; 


finee the Capacities that n us in our 


_ early Years are with' this 12 to improve us 
in that which is beſt: But Cuſtom is that which, 


abs, overrules all ; ill Cuſtoms that tend to Idle- 

, to keep Youth in Ignorance of what. is 
© the buſineſs of every one to know as ſoon, as 
. they can; and it is very RE that young Per- 
" Tons continue in this unha poſition, till the 
Time is paſt that they mi ht arrive to a Settle- | 
ment in the beſt Things, and ſo at laſt they *} 
become Stupid and unwilling to Learn 75 Y 
- ow: that is 2557 2 their great Prejudice. | 


3 Advantages are to be offered, A 
* Chi and: Youth. at the firſt opening of og 
* thelxFaculues, are put _=_ lk and chooſ- ? 

A 3 ing 
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ing what-appeats beſt for chem eo dof uceord- 
ing to what the Wiſe Man -tells-us,they'6hght 
| to-know, and tolove}and' that: is their Creator 
in the Days of their Youth, chat ſo they may 
2 him althe Days of their Liſe after. 

This is the trueſt Wiſddem moſt certain · 
| 1 5 God is the Fourtaim of all that's Good, 
all that is Wiſe,” and all that is Great in this 


World, and fer all the Stages chat we paſs 


thro all our Lives afterwards. - 
Now how to know God and bis Perfetions, 


is deſign'd'to' be ſhewn in this "little Book, 


which is to put us in mind of the great Thin 
he has done, and recorded to have done in 


his Sacred, Hiſtory, and indeed his worzderful 


Works do moſt plainly declare him, and ſpeak of 
him aloud to them that mind and Banden to his 
Voice. For the Heavens feclare'the Glory of 


God, as the ſweet Singer of Ifrael ſays, and the 


1 Firmatnent ſhews what curious Works his Hands 
can do. And all the Parts of the Creation 
agree in telling us the ſame Things, Pal. 19. i. 
ii. and the more we Study theſe Things and 


Treaſure them up in dur Hearts, the more true 


Wiſdom and Improvement of our Faculties we 


| _ find to our great Satisfaction. The think- 
ing of the great and wonderful Works he has 


done in ſeyeral Ages, extends our à pprehen- 
ſions of him to a noble and agreeable Senſe, 
of what he is in himſelf and is able to do jor 
us in the greateſt Difficulties, what hinders 
then this uſeful Study in all his rational Crea- 
tures, and our application of this noble Exer- 
+ Us, but a certain Slothfulnels in our NN 


veal'd more per 
belt. Perſons. of 21 Ages have conſpired in 
teaching us the moſt excellent Things that we 
can any ways Learn. And how is it that he 
has taught us theſe divine Things, how, but by 


The: Id 41 10 vii 


5 a ef Trpubles: that attend it, and 


from nothing but a want of an 
early Taſtradion,..ip: what God has command- 


— and encouraged us to ſeek; after, aſſuring us 
that if we ſeele, we ſhall not fail to.find and 


Tafte how Good, and Great, and Wiſe God 


is, his Prophets having been teaching us all along 


this true Wiſdom, and at laſt 25 we might 


have a true Senſe of hat God is, and has done 


for all mankind, he has ſent his only Son into 


tzbe World to give us a clear Light in every 
thing that tends to make us. Wiſe and Good. 


And this is what St. Paal ſays, that as he 
ſpake in Time paſt by Prophets, he has re- 
ly by his Son; ſo that the 


a Hiſtory of the wonders he has done, ſecond- 
1y by 1 wonders he has ſpoke, they are all 
wonderseither by his Hand or by his Mouth. It is 
this Hiſtory which we are to Read and to. Learn, 
and to admire and. lay up in our Hearts that we. 
may enioy the Pleaſu be. it every way, eicher 
in thinking of it or talking of them, and that 
it may be to the Praiſe of his Glory, who has 
done all theſe Marvelous Things, and that by 
theſe means he may be had in everlaſting Re: 
membrance, 

And this Sublime Knowledge is impacted” not 
only to Perſons of an early Senſe or large Capa- 


city, who by hard Study or comparing Spiritual 


Things with. n attain ſooner to a bettet 
| under- 


| vii The DEDICATION 
underſtanding than others of a lower genius, but 
there are ſome" of a ready and quick Senfe of 
things above the Power of Nature, may be Wiſer ö 
when young than the Learned or the Aged, s g 
the Prophet David fays of himſelf, and to this 9 
purpoſe our Saviour ſpeaks for our Encourage- 
ment, ſaying, he that once does my Will, ſhall 
know my Doctrine whether it be of God, which ; 
implies, that God is 'often' pleaſed to reveal F- 
# to Perſons of an obedient Temper, tho“ yo f 
2 Senſe of difficult things which others wi 1 
ſtudious Labour rarely arrive to, and that the! 
Female Sex who ſeldom reach a great way in 
human Learning, may thro” the Bleſſing of God's 
Spirit upon their faculties, "and the Aſſiſtance 
of his Bleſſed Word, . to a clearer diſcernin 
of Heavenly Things young Men of 
ſtronger abilitles with er erred” their en- 
deavours ſnall ever be able to perform. \ 
And this the Author came upon Tryal to have 7 
no ſmall ' experience of, by teaching near an 
hundred of the tender Sex, about thirty Years 
ago, this method of the Sacred Hiſtory, to | 
the great SatisfaQiqn.' of their Parents and 
others who encoura im to go on with that | 
way of Education - ſome time: But the | 
Buſineſs he was engaged in not allan 
enough for it, he was forc'd li 
delightful Exerciſe, till Age and Infirmities 
confined him at home, and from going abroad, 
which occaſion'd the revival of his former Em- 
ployment, And finding ſome Youth in the N 
Country diſpoſed to en inſtructions in the 8 
way of Sacred Hiſtory, which be uſed before 
"SM 


he DE DICAHTIO N is 
in Landon, he reſolved to begin anew, and, in 
order to make this affair more publick and ac 
N table to ſome Maſters. and. Miſtreſſes, he 
1 relolved 't6 Reprint this Method of Sacred 
Hiſtory, with ſome Additiovs, that might make 
it more eaſy and plain to thoſe that had 
it in their thoughts, to enter upon ſo good a 
Deſign as that of promoting the good Educati- 
on of Children and Youth in the Sacred Hiſtory, 
either by teaching them at Home, or ſending 
them to l it abroad at School, Which if any 
be diſpoſed to think of ſolidly, and make it their 
buſineſs with a generous good will to purſue, he 
will think himſelf obliged to Pray for the Bleſſ- 
ing of God on their undertakings in every thing 
they do towards the Chriſtian Education of the 
Children committed to their Charge, and in 
order to ſtir up ſome Parents, and Maſters to 
think of carrying on this pleaſant way of In · 


| ſtruction with more Courage and Satisfaction, 
here are added fome Advertiſements a little 
more to the Purpoſe than what were in the 

| former Edition, which the Author hopes will 


give more light and forge to what is aimed to be 
taught by the ſaid My 


Tathod ; and they are 
| _ theſe that follow, and he will be glad they 


1. It is not to be ſuppoſed that things of a 

Divine and Spiritual Nature ſhould be under- 

ſtood in a little time, or imprinted upon the 

6 minds of Children at once. 


2. God, our Creator, who is infinitely above 
us, is but little to be apprehended even by 
; | Men 
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bt 5 "ry ings of N TY A ad. a 
vanced by ſeveral Fo. to ſee and admire the 
iow and Foyer of the Almighty. 


5. And inh Word we have the. Hilliy of * 
ks? wonderful \ Wos in all Ages, which, tru- 
ly confider'd, will give us the moſt noble and 


ſtupendous thoughes , of the Great Jehovah. 


6. The contents of the Chapter bein "Ing 
and ſoon look d over, will, with a little Study, 
furniſh the Mind with a 111 * of che 84. 


Minne. 1 EXT I4; 


7. The chile "this: ke DET: atis a Sens 
of Go, which the more ſpiritual and humble 
it grows, the more Wiſdom and Underſtanding 
it gives us in the * N of che 

Seriptures. py ot 


En 


8. God being che per Olea T che Soul,” 
there is nothing 1 it de elight ſo much in, when ; 
the Viel is removed, and his Beauty and Glory 
siſplay'd before it, by. means of his * 
Word. : 


Sh Wird mis Key of — the * 
bs | 


- 
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of Children being apet d, it Þinerediblewhat 
their Thirſt will be after Divine Wiſdom. 


ro. What can mord jitturMMy "ittprint"upo 
che Soul 1 Senſe of the inviible| Gol than the 
conſideration of his Works, that are as R 
our Reſpect for a Prince we never ſaw, grows 
by the ra e Wale 
Actions! | i ov ad tan 


11. Ae e FAN bel wen by 
the" Tenor of his Life; and the Glory of 'the 
Seca, kit thro? . e the 

Or » 4 8 o 2x ; 


12. The Conideſcenfiots of Men in 
Stations are generally talk'd of and 5 
How much more mou'd the e 
the gan of Sock be elteemed? e e 


13. The more generous one 860 whit 15 
does and ſuffers for N. more perfect is 
his love and deſerves our eſteem. O how much 

bas Chriſt done and ſuffer d ae Sinful 


14. . The Nia ale that i bus Chai hi given 
us in what he ny done and ſuffer d for his 
Church, is an excellent Leſſon for us to imitate, 
and to engage Parents to inſtruct and lock after 
their Children in this Life, that they may en- 
joy together a Bleſſed Eternity. 


15. The love of home and delight in 
f Bleſſuigs of Children, will make all other 8 


pany 


PR 


* 


| 


. w_ CATI 0 N. 


7 tenz, Tf 7 5 a burden,.to | pa- 
. 2 — 0 hos LIN A Wi: | 


1 J's 1 AS its 8 — 55 «bf 5. 
wy ene * . eir Wie doe. | 
forbear Publick Houſes _ Evening, and 
take Pleaſure in Sanctify ip the Lord's Day. 
Will re time enough Lan for 1 improvin 
"tory. + ert ae eG, 


77 1 
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"will the Reflexion of the Conſcience be upon the 


2 


Soul, ſenfbie of the loß of precious time, 
When tiere is no recovery of ee 2 


48.0 the C of Children "Oe Servants 
"me he laſt Day againſt their Parents and Maſters, 


- for leaving their Familes, and . __ 
_ hos "a Foal and Wicked 8 on a, 


£ ns The - Wiſdom, ſurely, is | 
prove the preſent Opportunity, and N 
off Idle Company betimes, which otherwife 


will bring Men into the Serre of Devils 
and damned Spirits, © i 


20. Les none be diſcouraged-on t of 
their preſent Ignorance, fince all that ask Wiſ- 
dom of God are promiſed to have it given 
them freely, and” not 0 1 for Ne tormer 
want of it. 32 


# 


FLY * > hs 24. , . 


5 dh zh, wad 
yet is unacquainted with the works. of God, 


let him know'that ke knows nothing yet, as he 
aught to know. 82 22. Te 


21. If any: Man thinks be no 


The? D 25 978770 . 7 


22276 be knowing and not 1 
is to hide the Talent in a Napkin; to which 


the Puniſhment of the nnn rer 
yant is 5 chreatued. 11 


£54 © ane | bo hes 2 4 13 
23. ke that lends: . 


Merck, lives in hopes, of Satisfaction om this 
Life: but he that freely communicates Wiſdom ' 


to his Children _ ne m receive a an Fare, 
— Re ward. 


24. It is be a Man'to wack 2 * 
Children an account of what he does not under- 
ſtand. Nevertheleſs every man by teaching 


far may go a good Nr in TR kim 


26. It is weder how quick Children are 
at diſcovering want of Knowledge in their 
| Re therefore prepare yourſalves beſore- 


8 OR may not MBs e 


a 4 
FLY 1 : . = 
_ 6 > » 


188 Education muſt be be purſued, 
or elſe the Labour is loſt; yet fparing and in- 
tervals are prudent; ef perially if Canceit be wp- 
prekended in Cline, os: or Knowledge of — 4 
not well fixt in Parents and Maſters ; ſuch muſt 
ſeem always to their Children to have a great 
Fund of Knowledge in the things they under- 
| take to teach, and to have a reſerve till of ſome- 


x £m ant  Oppertunity. 


6 delipht o en a Word 
i a Child ſenſibly, than” 2 whole 
Sen- 


from Paren 


— 


The 8 An 
| 5 faid hy Rote like a Parrot, for the firſt is 


a fign of Digeſtion, the other _ __ 70 
| . in the way of K Knowledge. 8 22 : 


n 
to know the Senſe of things, for a Chiid will 


retain what it has a goad underſtanding of, 
| wits r 22 
magma * 


The. . Spin of Rain from 

a 1 hollows the hardeſt Stone, and the 

- . repetition of Inſtruction with patience, and per- 

ſetrance, makes impreſſion by * upon 
ae moſt Inſenſible Soul. 


©. A lingſy« a time repeated withaffeQion 


=D "Chia, than a great deal of 150 OY 
with an affected Tone. TEA 


31. The things here propoſed to be ke 
ars better to be deliver d out by word of Mouth 
from Parents, Se. e ene to 
be gat by he fer the pains you take in doing; 
J i wid na the: eee, 
32. The ' Gatechiſins ; by way: of 
N and Anſwers a too apt to make 


both Parents and Childri e, and to reſt 
in. the bare rei Whereas this way 


the Parents can never tall t Child, nor 
the Child anſwer the Parent, ut a mutual 


enlarging their Senſe of the Malter every time. 


33. The 


g, is much better g and Tal : 


33. The practice of theſe little Leſſons with 
diligence, Will be an Introduction to greater 
Treaſures of Divine Wiſdom ; but he that deſ- 


piſeth little thing, will know but Uitle of this 
Fan Matter. 


given us our Beings, ſhou'd receive Glory and 
onour in every Thing we do, how worthy 


1 3s he to be the PUSH os our 


Labours. 


357 What pains do Men of Art take to per- 
fect a lifeleſs Image, and how many lovely 


Images of God are ee to Periſh Ny want of 
alittle care. 1 


36.1What 12 Souls, are in a che Poſeſion 


of ſome Parents? and how &ilfttmed do they 


grow by their «rand of. Gt | and Fate | 


formity to the World. 


37. It is 4 Noble 3 Man daily | 


to Improve himſelf in Knowledge and Virtue, 


with reſpect to the . of his Pamily and "Y 


5 W Fa 


38. When you, talk of the | 3 


Dok always Seriouſly and with, Earneſtneſs, 


that Children may apprehend, by your Coun- 
_ and 4 that n e of 


* 2 how 1 ge 
9 * Belief and — 
| 0 
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34. - How reaſonable it is that God, e 


1 
; | 
| 
| 


N 
—— ꝙE— + 
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of what you ſay concerning thefe great Things 
of God, von wilt be able to conquer any D 
| kculties inthe TEENS of Children. Gr en 


7% >” 12 587 


40. Any Man by 08 9 of the Chap- 


ters, with an ordinary degree of Senſe will 


eaſily find out the ſeveral Paſſages of Sacred 
Hiſtory veferr'd to in this Method, and as rładi- 


ily know: how to' Suit every thing with the 


Heads propoſed, and therefore will not be at à 
Joſs whataChild i is to Learn, and how toproceed. 


41. You: want abwiys' think and tell them 
what a fine Paſſage, or what a famous St 
you are a going to look out of any part of the 
Sceripture: And that will whet their Appetite 


and make every thing minded and learns. with 


| Attention. : 


42. There 15 a pleaſant way on eelling the 


Story, or of explaining a paſſage to them, that 


will ſtrangely engage the Affections of Vouth 


40 the love of Divine Truth. 
43. The — Puniſhment to an . 


ous mind is to be debarr'd Opportunities of 


Knowledge 3 therefore threatnings of this Sort 


ſerve m 7 draw rr attention than the 


r 2045 


44. Let the Pleaſure y {Adminiſter in teach- 
| ing; theſe Divine Leſſons be uſed as an Argument 
to vertuous Actions, which if neglected, let 


your diſpleaſure be ſhewn by withdrawing the 
Aeon ; A 


* | ka 45. Never 


.3Y 


a w 


2 


e, e 


. 2 2 EY 
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Ag. Never Read your oπn Duty to your 
Famaily,c but a8 ſoon as: ou are convenc'd of it, 
Pray to God, for Wiſdom and ſet about ws 


it the beſt you can chink of. 


Rs n ebene your own Paten; ; and 
8 your Authority and Correction will * of 


great Uſe upon Occaſion. But the beſtGovern- 


ment is always mixt with with Love: Which 
at the ſame time it ſubjeQs the Will, it raiſes 
Þ* Heart and awes the Paſſions, and yet draws: 

e Affection. O Bleſſed Myſtery! happy is 
Man that has found the Secret of er N 
his Authority and Love together. E 


47. Senſe is the Thing here 8 to 
be taught, it is Senſe that makes a Man, and a 
Senſe of God and Religion, * c makes a 
Chriſtian, ſincerely. | 


148 This is W very diſfarent Grad the 
Wiſdom of this World, which being Fooliſh- 


neſs with God, A Wiſe Man an know which 
to r. 


49. Oh! the many Evil that the love of 
Money is the Root of? which makes Men pre- 
fer the Body before the Soul. Time to Eternity, ' 


and Baggs of Earth before a Treaſure in Hea- 
Ven. 


50. The more the Faculties and Power of the 
Soul are repleniſh'd with the Senſe. of God, the 
more perfect and entirely happy will a Man be 
in binnſelf. | 


B 2 51. The 


vii The DEDICATION 
' 51. The Knowledge of Human Affair may 
puff up the the Soul with great thoughts of it- 
ſelf and leave it empty of God and real good- 
neſs: But the leaſt Spark of Dvine Knowledge, 
being gently blown up, Enlightens, Envigorates 
and Ennobles the Capacity. _ FH $ 


Fits 17 Moral Vertues and good Manners may | 
make men agreeable to one another. But it is 
only a Senſe of the Divine Majeſty that purify's 
the Heart and produces true Humanity, which 
effectually recommends us to God. e 


53. It is firange in a Chriſtian Country, that | 
Heathen Authors ſhould be ſo familiarly in the | 
Hands of Youth never deſign'd for the Uni- 
verfity, and their Minds fo little acquainted 

with the truths of their Religion. ICs 


54. The precious Time that is ſpent in 
Learning to remember hard Words and Sen- 
tences in the Latin Tongue that are of little 
* Uſe, will ſerve very well to be employ d in Di- 
geſting and retaining the Sacred Hiſtory, that 
will neyer fail being of great Advantage to 

W 8 = 


* N — . 
* WV 
3 


55. Complain no longer of bad Servants if 

vou take no care to inſtruct your Family in their $ 
Duty to God: Bat rather find fault with your F i 
ſelf, that you have fo long neglected doing your 
Maders Will. F 1 


96. What the Lord God of Iſrael ſaid once 
to his People, is an Eternal Truth, and worthy 
e | y 


The DED ICHTION ix. I 


to be oonſider d by: all RS in Honour and 


Auchotity among Men. I. Samuel 2. xxx. 
Them that Honour me, IW. It Honour, and Sy | 
. thatideſpiſe me, ſhall be hel Eſteemed. 
5 qr 197 o N er A 


And thus having ſet c down all 1 con'd. think 
of to perſwade Parents and Maſters to teach, 


and Children and Voutch to Learn this Sacred 


Hiſtory by a Method that may be of great uſe 
in all Families, and which may be done with jo 
much eaſe. I ſhall conclade with willing 
great deal of Succeſs to thoſe that will under- 
take it cheerfully and conclude with my Sincere 
0 for Ack baſing upon all their endeavours. 
As Tam 

Their moſt AﬀeRionate Friend. 
| ma Hamble Servant. 
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nog HE Hiſtory of Thiogs that are 


4. 1 upon as very Entertaining, eſ- 


pecially if it be of Things uſe- 
| ful in human Life, and the more 

uſeſul 1 more valuable. And where the Facts, 
related in ſuch Hiſtory's have been great and 
wonderful, and come atteſted to us with good 


Evidence, that they appear to be undeniable 


Truths, they are received wich more readineſs, 
and diſcourſed of with abundance of Pleaſure. 


Now of all Hillories there has been none ſo 
nniverſally agreeable and admired as the Hiſtory 


of TRE recorded i in the Holy Scriptures, not 
only 


paſs d hath been generally look'd 
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only as they are dictated by the unerring Spi- 
rit, but as they naturally affect every one that 
reads them with a ſecret Pleaſure, as giving us 
a very Satifactory Account of 'Ehings Wonder: 
ful and Divine, ſuch as are not to be met with 
any where elſe, and which the more we Study 
and find out the true Senſe and Meaning of 
them, the more uſeful and delightful they are 
to us, and tend to raiſe Men of ſolid Underſtand- 
ings to Sublime thoughts of God and of his 
Glorious attributes. 0 


1 
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And as this Sacred Hiſtory is very Pleaſant 
to all forts of Perſons for reading, fo it is natural 
to ſuppoſe, that they are more eaſily retained in 

the Memories of young Perſons than other 
thing, and that the Excellent Truths deſigned 
to be learned, from thence may be imbibed 
with no great Difficulty as they are diſperſed 
about and explain'd in feveral of the Sacred Books 
with ſa. much variety, ſo as to be very taking 
and ſoon imparted to the ſeveral Capacities of 
Youth, and where made uſe of for ſome time 
in a Family or a Schoal, as Children grow up 
to ſome degree of Senſe, they may be talk d by 
| Children to one another on certain Days in the 
A Week, in a familiar Manner till they are de- 
lighted with the Cuſtom of it; as a worthy 
Clergy Man Maſter of a great School in Glau- 
ceſter, ſome Years ago accuſtomed. his Scholars 
every Thurſday, to this Method of relating A 
Publickly in his School ſome Parts of the Sa- | 
cred Hiſtory, to my Admiration ſo far as I heard 'F 
them and ſo much like young Gentlemen-of | 
great Senſe, who uſed to entertain his Vine 
25 1 1 Wita. 
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but winning them by all the good means he could 
uſe to the beſt of Manners and to a Religious 
Behaviour. He had a Library of Books for his 
Scholars to retire to Study when at Leiſure, which 
he got from their Parents and Benefactors at 
their Entrance, which he denyed himſelf. He had 
an Art of knowing all their Faults. they commit- 
ted in the Town being out Boarders, and Cor- 
reed them more with Shame than Severity, and 
enticed them with Ingenuity to leave off their 
. Folly, eſpecially that of Fighting. And as the 
Author was acquainted with that great Engliſh 
Maſter, ſo he was with another Foreigner at 
Mindſor, who was as great in his Houſe as a 
Father, and was Chaplain to the Prince of Den- 
_ mark, He had only two Daughters for his Fa- 
mily; and he brought them up ſo well, that 
the one at ſeven Vears of age, could relate any 
Paſſage of the Sacred Hiſtory and did ſo, when 
called upon at the Table, and told before me 
ſeveral Things of that Nature Suitable to what 
was brought in at Dinner Time, which was very 
ſurprizing as well as entertaining to the Com- 
any, as his other Daughter's Knowledge 12 
_ WY only 


- 
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only of Hiſory but of Geography was at Eleven 

Years of age, ſo as to be a through Miſtreſs of 
the Globes, and all Parts of the — as on 

was in a great Meaſure witneſs of. LEES 


And the! this Method. of Teaching = val 
eiples of Religion by the way of Sacred 
Hiſtory, may ſeem at firſt very difficult, yet 
vpon a little tryal, in theſe unfrequented paths, 
Parents and Maſters may find Pleaſure enough 
by the Bleſſing of God to encourage them to 
proceed and the advantage to be greater on all 
ſides than at firſt can be eaſily 8 4 


But to fatisfy. forme Timorous Perſons that 
may be unwilling to enter upon any Novel 
Methods, and to make them think more highly 
of this b xcellent Duty, it is, very proper to put 
ſuch in mind as well as others, that this is the 
expreſs Command of God, in ſeveral Places of 
Scripture, and eſpecially in the Book of Pſalms, 
and in 78. v. vi. vii. and viii. Verſes, where 
Parents are ordered in plain Terme to Teach 
their Children theſe Hiſtories of his Wonderful 
Works, to tell it them often and not hide it 
from the Cildren of the Generations to come, 
what they had heard and known, but ſhew the 
Honour of the Lord; his mighty and wonder- 
ful Works that he had done, even the Con- 
venant-that he had made, and the Law that he 
had given Iſrael, which he Command their 
 Fore-fathers to Teach their Children, that their 
Poſterity might know it, and the Children that 
were yet unborn, to the intent that when they 
come RP oo might ſhew their — the 
| ame 


#&ident, 


that Patents are under great *Obligatic 
teach their Children; theſe Hiſtories of God's 
wonderfot;Worksiasowell as to keep his Com- 
mandments: in obemienoe to which it was à con- 
tant Cuſiom among the Ifraelites and the De- 
ſcendances from them, if not now to this Day, 
to Inſtru& their Children in the ſame, that they 
might not forget the Works of God, no more 
than his Divine Commands. And this has been 
related af them by good Authority, to the great 
Honour of the Iſraelitiſn Families, even of the 
Jews that their Youth at twelve Years of 
age by the eareful Inſtruction of their Paręnts, 
cou' d generally repeat the firſt Books of Moſes by 
Heart, and give an Account of every Hiſtorial 

Paſſage and Law out of any of thoſe Books. 


And the Chriſtians in the Primative ages of 

the Church, being convinc'd of the Excellency 
of theſe Judaical Cuſtoms, and out of great 
reſpect to the Author of their Religion, did 
accordingly. imitate them in acquainting their 
Children with all the Parts of our Saviour's 
Life, from his Birth to his Death and Aſcenſion 
into Heaven, as they are related by the four 
Evangeliſhs, which is eaſy to be gathered from 
the Preface. at the beginning of St. Zutes Goſ- 
pel, written to Theophilus. And this Method 
might then ſerve in thoſe ages inſtead ofaCatehiſm 
to inſtruct Youth in all the Principles of Faith, 
Vertues and pure Religion, which they were 
taught in the Heavenly Doctrine of . 
FX 46 | elther 


2905 1 5 Life: All which ſerv'd foltnally 
to eſtabliſh them in the true Notions and Rea- 
ſons of 4 re and to lay a singe. 

tion againſt, the Errors and wicked 

100 much prevail d in thoſe Tunes; ſo that 
when, they came to be put out from their Parents 
upon Buſineſs in the World, they were able then 
to give a god and-{olid'. Reaſon For the Faith 
they Profeſs'd, and to ſhew a great Light to 
the Chriſtian Religion among the Jews and 

Heathens, that they were obliged to be Conver- 
ſang with in the way of Art and Trade accord- 
ing to what they were bred. And many of them 
being qualified to diſcourſe 'of their Principles, 
could not forbear ſhewing their zeal in ſo good 
a Cauſe as they knew their's was, and fuffer'd 


often time 7 Weg ſeveral _ for the 
Love of. Chriſt. | 


And theſe Things a are be ee in i the 
Writingg of the Ancient Fathers of the Church, 
particularly of the Learned St. Chryſoſtom, 
from whom this Author had many lively 
hints as to the helps he had to compile this Me- 
thod of Sacred Hiſtory's which Writing of that 
Eminent Father have given great Satisfaction to 
Poſterity, as they were Publiſh'd doubtleſs with 
a pious Deſign, that the ſame good Method and 
Cuſtoms that were then in uſe, when neglected 
afterwards, ſhould be revived in ſucceeding 
Ages, to the Immortal Honour of the Blefſed 
Jeſus our Saviour, for the keeping up the True 
Spitit of his Holy Religion, and for the Propo- 


gating 


26 Of SACRED HisTORY. 
cating it more and more in all Parts of the 
5 World, whiere it has not yet been Preached and 


'This being then the great End and De- 
fign of Sacred Hiſtory it will be very proper to 
' Examine into the ſeveral Parts of it from the 
beginning and according to the Method of the 
beſt Hiſtorians, to reckon the ſeveral Epochas 
or Remarkable Times when theſe great and 
wonderful Things were done. ES 
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MasrERs « and u 


of Soar HOO Ls by Wayof Submiſſion 
| and INTREADY. I TILE ER 


l * Bo [23 3711 a: Hi hk, 
if 


0 * that . and . 2 
| . Honour of the Profeſſion, and Imploy- 
ment, for Inſtructing Children and 
Youth of both Sexexin che Principles of Learn- 
ing, ſo as to qualify them for receiving the Things 
written or Cocks the rhigerens 3 their? 
vantage in the Wor Id, + give ELF 10s eave to 
ſomething to you before this: ſecond Edition of 
the Sacred Hiſtory 3 not as if I attempted to be 
your Director any. way, ot pretend to be Su- 
perior to you in Senſe or Teaching, tho I may 
thinkmyſelf Senior in Age to moſt of you, and 
have taken more. than ordinary Pains in the 
Study of this Subject, this Divine Subject I am 
upon, and have been from my very Vouth, and 
in imparting my Knowledge of it to others 
without any Advantage to myſelf, as many in 
St. * s and * Garden Pariſhes, Weß. 


minſtor, 


27 The  Epiſe to Mager, and Mi lipreſſes 


wines. Were 
quainte with the Waiter of Fact near mY 
Years ago. And if ;you. wou'd believe, what 


1 ſay, 157 2 it with your own Experi- 


to vourſelves if ever you 
dee, Succ p any way than in faking fuch 
. hrs g young People to their 

Learning. For my Part after I had known by 
Converſation and ſeen by Practice what has been 
done this way, and had tryed a little of this 
Method; I wasfolly convinced that Vouth are 
the T6oneſt introduced into the Knowledge of 
the beſt Things by relations of what has been 
done by igoo 4 Peop le, efpecially in the way that 
ec has Hegel 20d Proſpered them 
from time to time, as you may ſee in ſeveral 
Paſſages of Scripture, where the work of God 
OM plaibly appear. I in ſuch paſſa 
"AS theſe” any will undertake, to Teach, Ex. 
Plain and Compoſe a Dialogue, for Three or 
Four or more Senſible young Boys and Girls, 
| „ek about a Dozen Fears of Age; how may 
ey mid fuch Vodch to underffand and Learn 
beaft every ft thing of this! nature propoſed to 
ehem, and then how pleaſed will weir Parents 
aud ochers be to hear ſuch Performances as thele 


in Publick, When every Part of the . 


1 's Learned perfectiy. 


And becauſe I have tryed. ſome of cheſe 
"Dialogues: and ſeen the Effects of them, I am 
| -perfuaded toward the end of this Book to 
give a Specimen of one or two of them, 
Which it is hoped, may be a light in this Mat- 
ter and ſhew a little to thoſe who never * 

e 
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ed it, how to begin and how to proceed, and 
Gniſh an affair that may be perfeQly ſtrange and 
unknown to them at firſt, tho I doubt not but 
many may have had Directions within them; 
| ſelves by Studying the good of Children, t 
know more to this Purpoſe. than I can-poſlibly 
1 imagine or ſay to them about it. 


7 * — .. „„ 595 We 4%, ANT 24 $6. en 

Baut if they had ſeen into ſome of the Schools 

abroad and many at home as I have done, they 

wou'd certainly form a better Notion of Things 
than juſt by truſting to their n Thoughts, 
and judgment, which: are apt to lead Men into 
many Errors. And that which we may believe 
| will keep us the freeſt from theſe is the Sacred 

Hiſtory which we meet with in the Scriptures, 

agreat Part of which is Written in that Man- 

1 ner, doubtleſs to yield the more Pleaſure and 
Admiration to thoſe that ſearch. into it, Study 
and apply it diligenti/ to the Buſineſt they are 
particularly concern'd tu promote, which is all 
to their advantage and delight. Indeed it muſt 
be ſaid that of all the Methods uſed for Inſtructi- 

oy, which has ſucceeded, maſt to che Honour of 
the Proteſtant Profeſſion, there is none that 
deſerves more Henbur and Regard than thoſę 
uſed at the Unixverſity of Halle in Saxony, begun 
and eſtabliſto d unden he Direction of the Di- 2 
vine Providence by Preſeſſor Herman Frank, * |} 
about the Year 1690; Which place I had a 
great Curioſity to ſee about Forty Years ago, 

but wWas prevented hy two German Maſters com- 

ning to, Longo from. thence, who gave me ſuch 

q an Account of that College, that I was fully 

ſatisfy' d of the truth, 980 after that the Revd.. 
# 8 ia, | p" 
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29 The Epiſtle to Mafers and Mfreſſes. 
Dr: Hoodward Printed an Account at large under 
the Title of the Foor-Steps of Divine Providence 
in Erefting 'a' College of Glancha near Halle 
under the Management of Profeſſor Herman 
Frank, with a great many particulars how it was 
begun and carried on till the Number of Papils 
increaſed to above 1600, fo as to have 72 Maſ- 
ters, to manage them, and the Charge of 
Maintaining all thoſe Scholars and Maſters was 
continually paid from time to time by Sums ſent 
in from diſtant Parts and unknown Hands, ſo as 
to ſupply all charges, and it is very remarkable 
in the beginning of the Building (for this Col- 
lege is a very large building) when 'it was car- 
ried on as far as the Eves, the Workmen one 
Saturday when they came to be paid by Mr. 
Frank as uſual, and they exprefling what danger 
it was in as Winter approached, if there was 
not a Roof ſpeedily put on, a Labourer came to 
him while talking, and brought him a Medal 
where was this Inſcription, © ' 
Fiebevab Conditor Condita Coronabic, 
which Mr. Frank, ſeeing and explaining, bid 
the Workmen go on without fear ſaying, 
that the Lord would provide for them, 
which accordingly he did by ſending a Bill of 


= Exchange from a very diſtant Place for a Thou- 


ſand Crowns or more for the uſe of the ſaid 
Building, accordingly it went on and was finifh'd, 
and ever fince has proſpered to this Time, un- 
der a great Number of Maſters, and by the 
DireQion and Aſſiſtance of the ſame Divine 
Providence. Now from this Place alſo, which 
has been a great Seminary for pious Education, 
many Maſters having been ſent for from 1 * 
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Parts of Zurope, and gone on: with Satisfaction and 
Succeſs," it ſeems d if the Lœarning advanced in 
this College was Uke à gseat Light ſet. up for 
ſeveral Places of Inſtrustion in this and tier 
Proteſtant Nations and Churches Where the 
trus Light of the Goſpel was firſt. kindled 
that ſuch Schools under the ſame Bleſſings and 
good Management may be carried on and diſ- 
perſed in many other Faxts of the World. And 
: therefore it ſeems: very proper that all Maſters 
| and Miiireſſts gf Sehbols: in all Branches of the 
I Proteſtant-Religion, weuld! do well 10 Study, 
} * find out and follow the Methods uſed in this fa- 


5 mous College, ſo far as it concerns them, the 
4 true Chriſtian Religion being the chief Founda- 
1 tion and Deſign of all their Studies in it, 
and the great end to which all the Vouth are 
gently and ingeniouſly led in a ſort of Miracu- 
lous manner, by the Parties that yield them tlie 
moſt ſolid and pleaſant Senſe here in this World 
and the moſt perfect Felicity hereafter: Thus. 
having brought you; my Dear Friend, to this 
point, hien is ſo excellent for Imitation, I 
ſhall leave yu chere, and wiſhing Succeſs to all 
that are e of the tender Branches of Zion, 
F remain, Wit boreal aſteem and veſpect, 
FF ĩö At. 
VPoour Sincere Friend 
and Fellow Labourer, 


" 5 


_ 71 | 
1 
P. S. Ydu ſee 1 habe added the Titles and 
Scriptures proper to the Subject they refer to, 


which I hope you'll underſtand is for this reaſon 
C3 that 


. —— ——— 
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that you may find them with the leſs trouble, 
and zive out ſo to the Youth-you are concern'd 
in little of Paper (as I do} the par- 

tichlars relating td the ſevetal parts of the Sa- 
cred Hiftory. And if you ſet them but one 

every Week, the longer to the better Memories, 
and the ſhorter to thoſe ot little Memory, 
it is incredible what a Stock each of them will 
De furniſh'd with for the Improvement of their 
Memories and increaſe of their Senſe. And 
J cannot but think that the Pains I have 3 
to this Ne will be kindly * e 
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- Obſerve the Seven moſt Famous rage 
| 8 0 | FI el 5 5 the . End and 

1 of theSacted” Hiſtory, it will 
be very proper fix it to ſearch into and 

diſtinguiſh the ſeveral Eminent Parts 
of it from the firſt, and according to the Me- 
thod of the beſt Hiſtorians to point out and in- 


fift upon the Seven * or n 
Times, as, 


1. The Creation of the World or the Time 


* when all Things were Created and made ot fel. 


2. The | 


— 


33 The SACRED HISTORY. 


| rde * Floglt” that: c 
* 45 1 e "the Ce 


a . Ing 3 Aa S 

2, The G the Partriarch Abraham, who 

for his Qbediepce in gging to Sacrifice his be- 
loved Son-Ffaac, is and has been celebrated in 
Hiſtory ever ſince, and is therefore zu 1 8 
the Third Epocha. 0 


4. The Children of Vreal's Deliverance 4 
of 150 and from their /Slaveryi there by the 
Mighty Hand of God opening a way for them 
thro? the Red Sea ſeven Miles Broad, and drown- 
— vaſt —— ſends Egy — — * were 

ulng them en en u 
the Tang ef gr 0 ande hem, 2 RY 


The Building of a Temple by Selomon for 
the Toleimn” Worſhip of God, which for the 
Riches beſtow? upon the Structure i in the fur- 
miſhing- "ie Tio! e, and for the — of 


1 — 


1 88 1 * 1812 0 18 


6 The _— Return en abd * wu/al 
aſter their Captivity in Babylon 70 cars, AC- 
cording to the Prophecies pf 12 favour of God 
W when they had Liberty and Affiſtance 
26 edc he Temple again after it was de⸗ | 
___ WE gs 


7. But che Seventh and 10K Famous of all 
ade Epocha's' or wonderful Times was the 
| appeas- 


2 % 4 * 5 
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appearance of Chriſt upon Earth after he had 
been expected ſo many Thouſand Vears to come 
int) it with the Character of the Meſſiab, the 
anointed of God, to be a King, a Prieſt and a 
Prophet. Theſe Characters he fulfilled and all 
that was foretold of him, and therefore was 
admired by all that had the Honour either to 
ſee him or hear of him, being called and owned 
by all Chriſtians to be the Saviour of the 
World. 2 


2. Compute the Time when each of theſe 


Epochas or Events came to paſs. 


| "Theſe wonderful TranſaQions after you have 


obſerv'd them in the Scriptures, are to be diſtin- 
guiſh'd and deliyer'd to young People and others 


with pleaſing varieties of Thought and Expreſ- 


ſions to engage their affection, and open their 
underſtandings ſo as to make them ſenſible how 
excellent and admirable theſe accounts are; and 
is to be ſhewn them at what Time or Ago of 
the World they were done, how long after each 
other, how many Years before Chriſt's coming, 
and how many Years from the Time we now 
live in, as for Inſtance if we reckon from the 


preſent Year which is 17477 
83 3 i 1 18 


The Creation of the World re in he be- 
ginning of Time about 4000 Years before 


Chriſt's coming in the Fleſh, and 5747 Vears 


ago. 


tion, 2344 Vears before Chriſt's coming, 2491 
from the Flood to this Time. T'he 
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The Calling of - Abraham was 42 8 Years af- 
ter Noah's Flood, 2084 after the Creation, 3663 
Years from'that Timeto this. 563 9: . N E341 
F Ber 22iT 1 8 14 d ©! how io Dion 
Te Children-of -2/rae/'s Deliverance out of 
Eyrpt was 430 Years after the calling of Arahum, 
25 14 after the Creation, 1486 Years before: the 
Meſtab came into the World, 3233 Years from 
the M aelites Deliverance to this Time. 


The Building of Solomon's Temple was 
436: Yeats after the 4/7aclites Deliverance out 
of Egypt, 3000 Years after; the Creation, 1000 
| Years before the coming of Chriſt, 2747 Years 
ago. The Fews returning out of the Baby- 
ſoni/2 Captivity, was - Vears after the Build» 
ing of Salomon s Temple, 3457 Years after all 
Things were Created, 54 3- before the Birth of 
Cutiſt and 2260 from that to this Time. 
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+ 3-:Then:take Notice af the Principal Things 

between the Seven Epocha s. 
; ; P eel FW . . 8 ; 


After this you come to inſtruct the Youth: in 
the Things obſervable between the Seven Epo- 
cha's, wherein you may be aſſiſted <4 ſome 
good Contents, that are before the Chapters, 
taking notice at firſtonly the Principal paſlages, 
ſuch às the fall of our firſt Parents 3 the Mur- 

| _ of 3 the ee 7 5 2 
Life of Jeſepb in particular: The Paſſage of the 
Iſraelites out 3 thro' the Wilderngſs, 
The Life of David, the Proſperity of Solomon 

and his Kingdom, the Diviſion of the Tribes 
into the Kingdoms of Iſrael and Judab ; the 


n SACK 8 rf rn 3s 


Prophets 8 | "of both 
Kingdoms. ig e x e of the 
Halde, * 1 0 N 1287 
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When this you ETON pen - Yibckic 
Cireatnifiineds of the Sacred Hi , you will 
find it then very ſeafonable to enquire into the 
Books where theſe Facts are related, and when 
they were written and by whom, and this will 
ſerve to. diſtinguiſh which of theſe Paſſages 


were bf Mojes's writing, and how far his Ac 


wvnnt reaches. Tlis the Youth will de taught 
to know what was pen'd in ſuch an Age; what 
was wrote, by the Prophets, what by Kings, 
What by the Priefts, and What by the Apoſtles 
and Diſciples of Chriſt: And by this means 


they may be. made ſenſible, what ſort of Perſons 


they were, who were the Writers of theſe Sa- 

cred Books, that hey were ſome of them Men 
f of great; Senſe and | Learning, a8 Moſes." was, fome 
in Eminent Stations, as Solomon, David and 
Nehemiah were, but all of great Sincerity and 
highly i in Favour with God for their Vertue and 
Piety, for which reaſon they were choſen and 


inſpired of pd to Sno theſe Divine Writ- 
ings, WT 


5. + 7 Hey Shi the Truth of the Sacred. Hiſtory. 


And here you may take Occaſion to ſhew the 
reaſons there are to believe the truth of this 
Excellent Hiſtory, which that Youth may be 
| fully 


| 
4 
| 
| 
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fully perſuaded, of, you may tell them that this 
Hiſtory bas all the, "Rid nee, .0 "Track and 
Sincerity, that any Hiſtory can have, ſo that we 
muſt believe this or none, for it was writat 
times, when, or ſoon. . after the Things related 
were done, which being moſt of them publick 
Actions, may be known, becauſe. it Was the In- 
tereſt of ſo many to be Acquainted with them, 
and therefore no; Perſon could. relate the Facts 
| otherwiſe than they were done without expoſ- 
| ing himſelf to the Derifon of every Body. 
This Hiſtory being therefore received thro” the 
ſeveral Ages as a true Account of the Things 
done in their reſpective Times, has all the Proofs 
of its being Authentick, that any Hiſtory can 
ſeruple. 18 i £13 bf 15:7 aten wu 5 


? 
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6. Then is to be ſhewn the Authority of the 


+ +, Scripture Hiſtory, | 


After having thus given good Satisfaction 
about the truth of the Sacred Hiſtory, it will be 
very neceſlary. to inſiſt upon the Authority of this 
Famous Hiſtory, which may be done by telling 
young Perſons, as well as others the ſublime 
Subjects of it, which are, 1ft. the Glorious 
God and his Divine attributes. zd. The no- 
ble Deſign of it, viz. to promote the honour of 
the Supreme Being and his Holy Religion, toge- 
ther with the chief Happineſs of Mankind; | 
3d. The Agreement of all that wrote upon it in 
the ſame things. 4. The accompliſhment of the 
Prophecies that were deliver d long before at 
the Time appointed afterwards, tho ſome were 
SEN a 
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ken ſeveral Ages before, and yet were pre- 
erved from the Ruins of Time and Malice of 
Enemies; to theſe may be added, 5. their Ai 
tiquity, Divine Style and the Teſtmony of a 
wile and good Men to the Truth of theſe Writ- 
| ings, and the Powerful Conviction they work up- 
on the Conſcience ; ſo that the World in general 
is much the better for it, and has not been ſo 
wicked ſince the Publication of theſe Sacred 
Hiſtories; and, 6. and laſtiy, the general reception 
they. have met writh from Mankind of any good 
Diſpoſition. - Theſe reaſons will be a ſufficient 
Argument, to ſatisfy any one of the Scripture 
Authority. FV 


7. Laſtly, ſet before Youth the Monuments of 
© * Antiquity for removing all doubts. 


And that nothing may be wanting to make 

the more lively Impreſſions upon yo og People 

and all others that read theſe Holy Writings, 
and to recommend them to their Memories, it 

will be very agreeable to open. to them the Mo- 

numents of Antiguity,: that remain ſtill for the 
Commemoration of theſe wonderful Works of 
: God, and of the Lime when they were done; 
> KK andthe fit of theſe old Monuments that comes 
E 1 to be in view is the Ruins of the antient Struc- 
I ture that were raiſed by God's Direction and 
f Command, as was the Ark in order to ſave thoſe 
A few that that were to be ſaved at the general 
; B Flood in Noah's Time. This Ark, out of the 
i Favour that God had for Noah on account of his 
ſingular Goodneſs at the Time when all the reſt 
of the World were overwhelm'd with Wicked- 
| D N neſs, 
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neſs, he appear'd to him and ſhew'd him how 
to Build it chat it might containhim/and his Pa- 
"Filly to fave them from the Flood of Water that 


he Was going to deſtroy all the ryſt of Mankind 
with. This Ark when the Food deceaſed re- 


ſided upon the Mountains of Aaraus, where it 


wonderful Workmanſhip for many Generations 


After the Families that came from him were 
diſperſed over ſeveral Parts of the Farth : But 
the Ark being of ſo curious a frame and the 
materials it was made of being ſo durable in 
their nature it bore the attacks of Time for a 
long while, and the remains of it were ſo con- 
ſiderable that they were viſited by great numbers 
of People that Travelled over thoſe Parts, and 

admired for the ſtrange Things that were to be 
ſeen in and about it; and eſpecially for the con- 

trivance of its Strength and Beauty. The 
Ruins of which Ark were to be found upon the 
Mountains where it reſted not many Ages ago, 
as well as the Pillars of Salt in the Vallies 
where Sodom and Gomorra ſtood and were burnt 


for the terrifying Memorial of the unatural Sins 


the People of thoſe Cities were guilty of, which 
_ Lot's Wife haſtening from, and looking back 

upon with Sorrow, Was turm d into a Pillar of 
Salt, and ſtood there as a hardned ſtony Sta- 
tue for Memorial of God's Fiery Indignation 
againſt thoſe abominable Sins. And this odd 
ſtrange Figure thus pettrifyed has remain'd in 


this manner with little Diminution till within 


theſe few Ages, as has been reported by Strangers 


that have Travelled that way. 
4 N e F 7 But 
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But leſt any doubts ſhould ariſe, about theſe 
and ſuch like Monuments of Antiquity ſaid to 
be done in former Times, there are other ſtand- 


ing and living Teſtimonies. of God's doings. 


=y 


among the Children of Men, the Truth of 


Which cannot be diſputed, as the Families of 
Abraham and of Iſrael his Grand Son, and the 


Off. ſpring of them called the 1#ae/ires or the 
Children of Jſrael, who in length of Time 


were call'd Jeui, from Judea the Country from 
which they came. The Jeaus, who have been 
diſperſed about into all Parts of the World for 


many Hundred Years, yet continue one entire 


People, and have for the Standard of their Re- 
ligion, theſe Books of Moſes and the Prophets, 
wherein the ſeveral parts of this wonderful Hiſtory 
are related, which they have all along believed 


as the greateſt Truths; that they are and have 


been ready to lay down their Lives for and every 
Letter of it. And Beſides: they have certain 
Cuſtoms, Solemn Days and Feſtivals, which they 
conſtantly keep up as the Seventh Day or Sab- 
bath for a Remembrance of the Creation, the 
Paſſover for their Deliverance out of Egypt ; 
they have the Ceremonies of Circumciſion and 
for the ordinary Prieſts, and particular Sacrifices, 


all which they have obſerv'd for many Hundred 


Years, as they were order'd from theſe Holy 
Books, all which are ſtanding Monuments of 
the Hiſtories there recorded, as the Books of 
the New Teſtament, and the Excellent Cuſ- 
toms amongſt Chriſtians, are living Monuments 
of the coming of Fe/us Chrift into the World, 
and the Foundation of his Religion, chat is ſo 
publickly Profeſs'd in the World. 
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It will be time now, after having ſeen the 
Force of theſe remarks, and laid a Foundation 
| for the firm Belief of the ſeven Epocha% er the 
remarkable Facts in general, that we ſhould 
think of them ſeverally and in order, making 
ſome Oberſerrations proper to the ſeveral Sub- 
jects, ſuch as may ſhew every Hiſtory in its 
true Light, and make the better Impreſſion, as 
for Inſtance how many Things were remarkab'e 
at the Creation, how many Things at the De- 


luge, & c. 
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T he Things Remarkable at the firſt Epo- 


cha, or tbe Creation of the Mori. 
nnn . wiv 2 by 


LS © I. 18 ö 23.5 8 199 
OW the firſt Epocha or remarkable 


the Mind with greater Force than 
ordinary is the Oreation of the World, when 
all Things were Created and made, which be- 
ing attended with many agreeable and wonder- 
ful Circumſtances, firikes upon our Faculties 


with Delight and Afſtoniſhment Twelve ſeveral. 


Ways, ſo that each of them muſt be very re: 
markable to any conſiderate Perſon that reads 
the Hiſtory with a true Senſe.of t; as when 
we think that: before any thing came into Beir g, 
what a vaſt empty ſpaes there wab every where 
all above you. or belo you, and nothing to-be- 
ſeen any where to fill upithat Space or any Part 
of it, how amazing it muſt be ta ſee a Begin- 
ning of ſomething ; and who can imagine what: 
cou'd be the cauſe of this and of all that came 
into Being: This muſt touch al the Faculties: 


of the Soul with confuſion to think of a firſt. 


cauſe, that had no Beghiping, and gave a Begit- 
ning and Being {0 all Creatures, how Great and: 
Powerful} — He be, to Create theſe Mighty 
Parts of the World, the Heavens and the Earth, 
and diſperſe Life and 1 quite through them 


3 all, 


Time that makes an Impreſſion upon 


1 „ 
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all, ſo as' to cheer and enliven every Part of 
them, to ſeparate the Elements, and furniſh each 
of them with living Creatures, to adorn the 
Skies with ſhining Lights and with Clouds of 
various Shades, -to--beautify them, to form the 
Beaſts from the Earth, and to make Man after 
his own Image, capable of knowing his God 
and his Maker, and to govern all Things with 
Council and Underſtanding, To conſider all 
theſe Things as we ought is enough to fill our 
Minds with wonder, and make us cry out with 
the Royal Prophet, Lord, how Manifold are 
thy Works, in Wiſdom haſt thou r e m_ 
Ne Earth i is full of thy Riches. | 


The Creation of the World they being the 
firſt of theſe wonderful Works of God that is 
related in the Sacred Hiſtory, is remarkable for 
theſe Twelve Things or nnn. | 


1. A Beginning of all Creatures, - | 
2. The Author or Creator of cheir Being, | 
the one Eternal God. _* | 
8 The general Parts of the World, 
the Heavens and the Earth. 
4. The State of the Earth in its firſt appear- 5 
avce, a confuſed Mixture of the four Elements, 
Earth, Air, Fire and Water, void of all Crea- 
tures and cover'd with Darkneſs. 
_ 5. The Efficient Cauſe of the whole Work 
= Spirit of God moving I CPs 
ep. 
why The Creation of Light. n $4] 
7. The * of the Elements. 3 
(5 2 e 
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. The Air was ſeparated from ee 
made into an open Firma men. 
2. The Waters were drawn out of the Earch 

4 and gather d into Seas, Lakes and Rivers. 

3 The Earth became firm dry Land, being 

—.— by che Fire W the Cen- 


2 . Th The Furniture of exch Element with the | 
. ,. Creatures. 


1. The Air was „ foils un the Glorious 
Lights of the Sun, Moon and Stars, c. 
2. The Waters werereplenit'd with al Sort 
of Fiſh Great and Small. : f 
9 The Earth was — 5 kr Trees and 
Herbs, Beaſts, Catile and erecpin 2 "iy 
' 9s The Perfection and — of an in 
being: made after the AT, ef God, and 
having Dominion given him over all Creatures. 
10. The Tenth Thing remarkable at the 
Creation was the Order and Proceeding of God 
at the Creation, in preparing Light, Conveni- 
ences and Food for the ſeveral living Creatures 
before the Creation of them. 
The Eleventh, was the Time that all the 
Parts of the Creation were making and finiſhing, 
the Space of Time was Six Days. 
12. The Appointment of the Sabbath or the 
Seventh Day to be kept by Mankind in remem- 
brance of 1 great Works of the Creator. 


"The Scriptures relating to the 10 Epocha, 
when we have thus diſtinguiſh'd the ſeveral 
Things remarkable at the Creation of the 
World, it will be very neceſfary to look out 
that relate to theſe Subjects in order to fix 


them 


wonclerſul wor 
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them young _ when! have 
—— 32 


bon The n — the > | 

1. The Creation of the general Parts of the 
World and of the Light. Gen. 1. i. v. 

2. The Creation of the Firmament and 
| Separation of it from the Earth. Gen 1. vi. viii. 

3. The Separation of the Waters from the 
Earth furniſhing the Water and the Barth, Cen. 
9. I. j. 

4. The furniſhing the Air wich Light Gen, 
1. xiv. xix. 

5. The Creation of Fiſh and Fowls to furniſh 
the Earth and Air with. Gen. 1. xx,"xxv..  ' 
6. The Creation of Man after the Image and 
likeneſs of God and to have Dominion over the 
other Creatures. Gan. 1. XXVi. xxx. 

7. God's Delight i in what he had made. Gen. 
I. XXX. XXX1. 

8. God's Bleſſing the Creatures he had made 
| after he had finiſh'd them. Gen. 2. i. x. 
9. David's Song of Praiſe for Creating the 
Heavens and other Parts of the Creation. 
Pen 19—1— . 
Eſaim 90.1 —19 
Pſalm 148.—1— 7. 11—1 Zo 
Eſalm 113,1—— 9. 


2d. Epocha, Neab's Flood. 
Aſter rhus diſcovering and tracing from the 
Ecriptures the particular of the firſt Epocha or 
E of God's Creation, we are 
encouraged to er quire after another and the next 
we find a very good Account a: it is the . 
| ra 


ral Floodthat drowned all the whole World, in 
the Days of the Patriarch Noah, which was 
about 1656 after the Creation, and remarkable 


for Ten ſeveral Things that the Scripture gives 
us a particular nn of, rr theſe * 


follow. 
1. The Cauſe of this Univerſal Flood, which 


was the general Wickedneſs of the World and 


of all Mankind then Living. 

2. The Favour of God to Noah: * ſhewing 
him how to build an Ark do ſaue bimfelf 

his Family. 


3. The Building of the Ark,[the Pathion, | 


the Proportion, and Conveniences of it. 


1. Ic was made like a Ship, +0. Swim upon 


he by 5 Proportion of I lon 
2 e n of it, 300 C & 
30 Cubits broad, and 30 Cubits high. 
3. The Conveniences of it, it * 
Three Stories, where were Rooms for Naas 
and his Family, and Places for all the' Living 
Creatures to be ſaved in ir. 
4. The long Warning that was given to the 
World 120 Years or en to have Time to Re- 


Pan in. no rag 
and 


Ea The ways the rundes e 
1. by a continual Rain for Forty Days 


Loy Nights. 2. By great e Wa- | 


ters guſhing out of the Earth. = 

65. The Increaſe of the Floods 16 Cobits 
above the higheſt Mountains. 

7. The Deſtruction of alt Living Crentures, 

by * | 


8. The 
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8. The ſew that were ſaved out of all che 
Race of Mankind. 

Only Noah and his Family, i in all Eight Per- 
ſons, and Seven of clean Birds and Beaſts, and 
wo of the unclean. 3 

9. The Time it ——— 9 Months 

and odd Days. 

10. God's Covenant with Noah to drown the 
7 Earth no more, whereof the Sign or Token he 
gave was a Rainbow in the Clouds. 

To eonßtm the Truth of the particulars here 
abſerved about the Flood, it will be proper to 
chooſe the Scriptures to that purpoſe and deli- 
ver them out under Titles that may explain the 
Matters they relate to, and theſe may be thought 
Ro Scriptures chat are mentioned under. 
nea 

-nc|Ged'sdeterminadion::40: deſtroy all the 
People and. Creatures upon the Earth by Water, 
becauſe of Man 55 on wickedneſs. | Gen. 6. 
oy xiĩi. 101 £ 

2 The kindneſs of God. _ Noak, in de- 
ing him how to build an Ark to ſave himſelf and 
his Family. Gen. 6. xiii. xxii. 

3. God's Appointmerit and Order who were 
to enter the Ark and be ſaved. Gen. 6. i. ix. 

4. How the Flood came upon the Earth, and 
how they were to be ſaved, Who entered i into the 
Ark. Gen. 7. x. xx. 

5. How high the Flood encreaſed to, and 
how it decreaſed. Ges. 8. i. v. 

6. Neah's Diſcovery how the Flood abated 
by ſending a Dove out of the k. Gen. 

vl. Xii. | 42 ; 
N 6 8 Neal, 
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7. Noab's Sacrifice' of Praiſe upon bis De- 
liverance and Safety from the Flood. Gen.'8. | 
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If we look further into the Scripture we ſhall 
find a little after the Account of the Flood, 
another very ſtrange Paſſage or Relation that 
muſt ſtrike us alſo with wonder, and that is 
the Singular calling of the Patriarch Abraham 
by a voice of: God from Heaven: And the 
Particulars of what were ſpoken, were ſo extra · | 
dinary, and the Obedience paid to the Com- | 
mand ſo rare, that the Name of Abraham has been 
as Famous as any that ever was known in this 
World eſpecially in the Eaſtern Countries, till 
Chriſt and his Goſpel was Remarkable in thoſe 
Parts, and thereſore this Calling of Abrabam 
has by the greateſt Hiſtorians been eſteem'd as 
remarkable an Epocha as any in Hiſtory, and 
deſerves it indeed upon Account of the following 
extraordinary Things, that may be well taken 
notice of, and deſetve to be remembred to the 
Honour of the great God, who has done ſuch 
wonderful Things for the Children of Men: 
And theſe ſeveral Places of Scripturez may be 
put under theſe following Titles. 


1. God's appearing to Abraham, in a Viſion 
with large Promiſes of Bleſſings to him. Gen. 
FS. i. xv 55 be aa 
2. A ſecond Viſion of God to Abraham Pro- 
... "2 On 


| G06 1 ty A gap Gen. 21, i. xi. 


4  Gerifies = e e e Ger. 2B. l. . 
Gods cm of many Bleiaws;. oto 
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3. The Lord's ap curing again with tee 
1 Is to Abram in anre, Ppromiſing him 


; 4.58 by Sagab iv Wiſts — bot 


Gen. 12. i. xix. 


e ee e 


1 $6 T in calling lin to 


brakes for his going: about to Sacribce his 


dear Son [/nac. 

4 Epoch. The Children of Iſrael's deliver- 
erer out of Erbe 6 . a d 196.) 
After this We are led 40-another very extra- 
ordinary Epocha or Time, when God was 
3 ſhew his Mighty Power in a moſt Re- 
markable manner, that was at the Gyldren # 
F —_ a age 4443 -4£ 


| erect b Promiſed his Heltag, — 
their coming into Eygt by a particular Directi- 


on of Previdence, and they were increaſed to 
vaſt Numbers, were at length oppreſſed by a 
eruel King: of chat Country, 1 had forgot — 
kindneſſes done them by Jeſepb, one of their 


Anceſtors, and who therefore envying the in- 
ereaſe of their Families, determined to deſtroy 


them, or keep them under by drowning their 
Boys when young, and uſing the Men to hard 
Labour in the Brick-kilns and in their great 


Buildings. This grew ſo grievous to them that 


they cried to God in their afflictions, who at 
leng h 
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length raiſed up a Deliverer for them, who by 
his wife. Conduct under the powerful Hand of 
God, brought theſe diſtreſſed People in vaſt 
Numbers out of their Captivity, and from the 
hand of all their Enemies. But this was noe 
done without ſending. great Plagues among the 
Egyptians, one after another, till the tenth, de- 
ſtroying all their firſt-born in one Night, rouſed 
the living to ſend away all theſe People of Mrael, 
with their Flocks and Herds, when they ſaw 
Death ſo near them: But repenting of this when 
they were a going, they purſued them in great 
Numbers when they Were got off as far as the 
Red Sea, and overtook them with all their Ar- 
mies of Chariots and Horſemen. Upon which 
theſe diſtreſſed People cryed again to God for 
Help, who ſeeing their Adverſity, heard their 
Complaint, and gave Mo/zs a Commiſſion to "0 
ſtrike the Red Sea, and divide it, and ſo open d 
a way forward and acroſs it for all the Mraelites 
to go thro' it dry-ſhed.; which Pharoab ſeeing 
os follewing after them with his Hoſts, the 
Waters on both ſides encloſed them in and 
drown'd them all, as ſoon as thoſe they purſued 
were got ſafe over to the other Shore. This 
Miraculous Power of God, in thus ſaving diſ- 
treſſed Jrael, was celebrated by a Song of 
3 Moſes, and has ever been preſerved among the 
” Records this Any OO ee at which there 
were theſe twelve things to be eaſily obſerved. 


4 


1. Their great Opprefiion in Egypt under 
Pharoah, who ſeeing them Multiply,. put them 
to hard labour, and order'd. all their Male Chil- 

dren to be drown'd as ſoon as they were born. 

| ; * 2. God's 


IEneD ater, 


2 „God's 2 Contpalion towards their ! . Mitery. 
31 Tlis providence over Mues When a Child, 


25 him a Conimiſfion Tor Fans 

We IYER ls Ty N 

4 e great: agues n upon 04 97 

by the Hand of Mes. 133 4 ** a. 
2 8 td. 0 Bipas: 

ultitu 7 that WY 

into the King's'Chamber * | 925 
3. All the Duſt became Lice. l 27a 
4. A Swarm of Flies. 
5. A Murrain upon Beaſts and Cattle. 8 bi 
6. A Plague breaking out into Bois and 


Blains. 
7. A Storm ef Hail, Thunder, and Firg 
We rt 8 | 
A Swarm of Take: 
| A Thick Darkneſs for "IR 5 and 
hits Nights together, ſuch as might be felt. 
__ :- The Death of the ſirſt· born among the 
Eeyptians throughout all the Land of E 
not one of the Muelitet dying at that Time. 
The 5th Thing Remarkable was the Stub- 
bormeſs af Pharoab in not letting the Iſraelites 
o, votwichſtanding the many Due ſent upon 
the 4 Hans. N 
6. His relenting at the laſt Plague and ſend- 
ing I/ract aways when he faw Death fo near 
him. 

7. The Tnflitution of the Paſroer, a Feaſt 
appointed of God to be kept-every Year for the 
Remembrance of this great Deliverance. © 

8. The vaſt Numbers of the /-az/ites that 


men 


appbaring do him after in whe . arch 


>. 


went out of Egypt, 000,900 Men, befides Wo- 


We A. CR :D- vn 
men by K and bo "Herds of Sheep! 


8 me. 3p 2 p50 


29 2 "The Time of thety poing dut, 430 Y ears 


1511 


after the Promile“ 15 ene 2084" Gs: 1 | 


the Creation? >), © mm. A «af ga 
10. Pharoah's « Pare and overtaking. wen 
at che Red Sea. e eee 20 Racy 


11. The, Miracles mona Por them chere. 
1. By ſetting a Cloud between. the Camp of 

| they e and the Camp, of the Egyptians. 
. By dividing the Waters of the Red bes for 

all hs Multitude to go thraꝶ f- hd. 

3. By Drowning the Zgyptiqns, in edging 
the Waters over them on both an as Goy 
were following the {/-ee/rtes. 

The 12th, Thing / Remarkable on "that Oeca- 
fion, was Men's Song that he compoſed for the 
Hfraelites to fing in praiſe of the Great God, for 


this his Power in SR deen, n vis hand - 


of. the Egyptians. LIT 1 Re - 4 


When, we hom: "thy obſery'd* "Yale great 
Things from Exadus, the firſt Book of Moſes, it; 
will be of great uſe to digeſt the particular: 
Scriptures” relating to this grand Affair under 
ſeveral Titles, that ſo they may be every one of 
them fixed in our Memories, and be the more 
eaſily communicated to the Children we are con- 
cern'd to inſtruct in theſe neceſſary and import- 
ant Truths. And that this wonderful Story of 
God's Mercy to the Houſe of 1/-ae/ may come 
into our Minds upon ſeveral Occaſions, and give 
us Encouragement to hope in his Divine Good- 
neſs, Merey, and Power, when we are ready to 


by overcome with Violent Troubles: The fol- + 


E 2 - lowing 


TORY. 53 


/ 


i \ TSA SED A Yor "I 


"lowing: Seriptures, with the Titles refering to the 


Things they” contain, | are here insert under 
neath. 12 eliod o: 
1313 1 4348! 4 91041 Sik 
1 THE PIR tes "thtring in che nd of | 
Foypr,” their Men- are order'd: 55 Pharoah to 
de put to labour in hard Bondage, and the Male 
Children to be drown'd as ſoon as they are 
boin: "Exodus 1. hi. Xi. 

2. God's Providence to Moſes when a Child, 
Exodus 2. i. *®. © 
3. God's Compatßon to the raren, when 


they cry'd' to! "NIE Weins Troubles.” "Exodus 2. 


iii. ũð1“ .. 

. God's e to Mofes i in a Flame of 
Fire out of the Midſt of a Buſh, and giving him 
= Commiſſion for'delivering the Irautites out of 
K- Exodus 3. i. xii. 

God's giving Myſes en Signs to know 
As Commiſſion and to ſatisfy him about the 
truth and vertue of it. Exodus 4. i ix. 

6. Moeſers ſhewing Pharoab/ a Miracle to ſa- 
"ty him that God had ſeat him, Exodus 7. 
i. xii. 95 

7. Moſes turns the Water of the River into 
. Blood before Flure 5 5 e _ Exodus 7- 
XIV. xx i. | 

8. The Plague of Frogs upon the Land of 
Egypt. Exodus 8. i. vii. 


Removed at the Prayer of Moſer. Fan 8. 


vill. xvi. 


9. The Duſt of the Land tum'd into Lice, 
Exodus 8. xvi. xvii. 
The Magicians own it the Finger of God, 
| Exodus 8. xvili. xix. 
” | | 10. The 
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ee Swarm of Flies. Baade d. 
ee Lhe Murrain upon Beaſts; breakcin 
into Boie and Blains. Exodus 9. i. Xi. 
12. — — Fire, and all, 
ſent, upon, Agne. Ex iii. (AXxvor 
„ 3 The Plague of. Lade or Ache Land 
ene. Eæodus 10. .. N. pg 6y ben 
. Tbe Plague of a thick. Darkngſs for thr cer 
Days togerh together, while the eee q. 
Light. Exodus: 10. xxi. xxx, 2 
15. The Death of the bad barn thronghous 
all. tae Land of Exodus 12. Xxix. xlii. 
16. God's Guid the 1/razlitesby- a — — 
of a Cloud by Days and of Fire by Vn 
Exodus 13. xvii. ii. 1 
The Egyptian, purſait 2 auch O13 
Children of / 2/rae/, and es complaint 
Exodus 14. i. xviii. Ic 
Moſes ſatisfies the PP and. ps „ — 
God removes to go- between the Camp of the 
Egyptians and chat of the ¶raelites. Exodus 1 
xlii. A LL GAS EC SQA e 
Moſes divides the Red Sea, . and: lets 3 
thro? dry-ſhod, but cauſes the Waters to return 


to their Strength and: drown.Jthe + * 


Exodus: 14. xx. Wi s ern 

Mees of Praiſe and Teamph, 0 
account of "this: wonderful eee . the 
Master, Exodus 15. i. xix: | 

PR n *. 

And thus you will Mae gone theo? the 41 
of God's: wonderful Works, and taken a proper 
Method of imprinting the Partieulars upon your 


3 5 


own, andthe Childrens Minds you think proper 
to NINE which will be an eſtectual way of 


. lea. ag 
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leaving true Senſe of: God rand ofthis Divine 

Perſe onuapon;you and:your:Ramilics, amd all 

that conſider theſ Sbfrhis Allnighty 

Fowerlt kftebwhightit-wilbbextizoBntdtaming 
and Inſtructing tb bobſerut the: Paſſage: of cheſe 
Children do. , thro then Wilderneſt! of 

Sinai, till they came to be ſettledi in 
of; Cadaas and tb be advanced to à Fluuritming 
Kingdom in the Reigus of the Kings, David, 
and Solamon, Whochuilt that famous Temple for 
the Service of God, which was one of the 
Wonders of the whole World; and this being 
one of the woll Remarkable Epocha s in Hiſtory, 
eſteem'd ſo by the beſt Hiſtorians, is therefore 
to be-reckon'd/by us among the wonderful Parts 
of ithe Sacred Hiſtory, and we ſhall have Reaſon 
to account it Remarkable for theſe twelve nh, 
e, es 6: Seen} en N are eh 
Wh Ti 5 . 
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4.4 The Degen efuchy Temple, mhich wane 
W a ina or an Habitation for the Divine 
Preſence. ö | 

2. The — of the Temple, which we 
delivered to King David by * alc 
3. The Proportion of it, Cobits long, 
on! Cubits broad, 30 Cubits high, and a — 
90 Cubis higher than the reſt. 
4. The great Preparations made nents the | 

Bu lliag of this glorious Temple. 

+ I. By King Dawid, One Hundred Thouſand 
1.8 Talenm of Gold, Million of Talents of 
| Silver, and-Braſs and Iron without Weight. 

2. By the free Offering of the People of Five 
Theniand Taleats of Gold, Ten Thouſand 


Talents 


N 
— 
* * 
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'Talenfs afdSilver;aid One Hindred and twenty 
Talents ofiBcaGiand>Iron;; .now!cevery o Tulent 
of Goll ig dvalued among the M Ata above 
Thres Hundred Fonud Sterling, and a Talent of 
Silver it ahmt Five Thouſand Pound Sterling. 

-  Thergth/Dhing Remarkable about thz- Tem. 
ples. Vent the Plate of its Situation; the Threſi- 
ing Floor of Arama che Jaùuſur upon Mount 


_ Moriah, Where Abram went at the Command 


of: God to Offer: up his Son aar, and the 
Angel ſtay'd his Hand from ſlaying che People 
in the great Plague, that was among the 
Wratlites,” on erer a ee eee 


them. 


526. Thegueat Namberod: Weoikwenindey'd 
in the Building of the Temple, viz,. Eighty 
Thouſand Hewers in the Mountains, Seventy 
Thouſand Bearers of Burthens, and Three 
Thouſand Six-hundred Overſeers of the Work. 

7. The Time it was in Building, Seven Years, 
begun in the fourth Vear of en s Reign, 
and ended in the eleventinnnn 


38. The Materials and — of the 


Temple. The Materials were fine vein'd Mar- 
ble poliſhed, curious Cedars, and the pureſt 
Silver and Gol ag 9 . 
The — were two Pillars of Braſs of 
eighteen Cubits higb, all carved and. wreathed 
about; - ſeveral carved Works: of Cherubims, 
Flowers, and Pomegranates; and the moſt yalu- 
able of all, the Covering: wichin and without 
with Plates of pure Gold. 


9. The Furniture of the Temple, which was 


the Altar of Braſs, the Molten Sea on 12 Oxen, 


the Golden Altar, Table, and Candiefticks ; ; 
and 


aucbaigmat Number N loa 

of Gold and Silver; — — 
handred;(:ag mppirar'd avthe Reſticution of; them 
By the - gi13EhedY ad that, 


an rrp eons. — 
er ob: & 
Curiofity : But the chief of all were es ord 
_ andithe-Tables\ of 'the:Cavenanto that: figod in 
the Holy of Habezos ai e taten 
10. The tenth and ane of the moſt wonderful 
ſights; wu the Manifcitatign of God's \ Preſence 
in the Tem ple; by a Cloud: like Smoak arifing 
from the Floor in the Middle of the Temple, 
and was continually aſcending from thence; as 
a vifible Evidence of God's: Prefence ; there 
being no Fire or other natural reaſon for _ 
Pillar of -Smoak. appearing:: = + | 
11. The admirable Prayer of — — 
Dedicaticur: of the Temple, and the return of 
his Prayer by a Fire chat fell from Heaven and. 
conſumed the Sacriſices, and by the Glory of 
the Lord that fill'd the Houſe all over. 
. 12, The great Number of Sacrifices chat 
Salaam mon offered at the Dedication. of we 
Temple, Fwenty-two- Thonſand 1 
TONES and Fannen 1 


"Theſe Extrabniinary Things — tay ithe 
obſerv'd at the Time of the Structure of this 
glorious Temple af the Lord; às they are 
related and confirmed: to us by the Scripture 
Hiſtory, ſo are they of great uſe to thoſe that 
believe Things of a Divine Nature, and that 
tend to inſpire us with noble and worthy 
T nn of 1 _ therefore: are. we” be 
carne 
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learntuby Peiſons in their Vouth fromm their 
Parents-and Malers, which they ma) the more 
eaſily ahd pleaſantly do by conſidering the Con- 
tents of che, Scriptures, that give the account 


of then and fring them in their Minds by 


Titles to that InP ſuck as thei undeneath, 
- 3 * 213% > 10 1934159 ett) -* 

1. God's Command to King Davis to the 
place where the 'Femple was to be built, viz. 
upon the Threſhing· floor of Arannab the 
Jebuſite. 1. Cbron. 21 ch. ver. xviii. to xxvi. 

2. | Solomon's" Building of the Temple on 
Mount Moriab, where God to. 
Abraham and to David. 2: Chron-'3. i | 
3. The Sacrifices Solomon offer d at the: Dedi- 
cation of the Temple. 1. Kings 8. lui vi. 

4. Solomon's Bleſſing the Conęregation upon 
the Building of the Temple. 2. Cbren. 6. i. xi. 
3 17 Aer, Pattern of the — igen 

orch, given to King David | 
100 — 28. xi; and xii. verſe. 

6. Solomon's Dedication of the Ark and; the 
Tabernacle i in the Temple. 2. Chron: 5. i. x. 

7. Solomon's Faſhioning the Altar of 'Brafs, of 
the Molten Sea upon twelve Oxen, and of the 

Lavers, and the Candlefticks, and. Tables. 

2. Chron. 4. i. viii. | 
8. Solomon's Making the- Vellels, and-other 
Inſtruments and Ornaments of the Houſe of the 
Lord. 2. Chron. 4. xix. xxii. 

9. Selomon's Excellent Prayer at che Dedica- 
tion of the Temple. 2. Chron. 5+ xii. xlii. 
1. Kings 8. xxii. vi. © 

10. The coming down of Fire from Heaven, 
after the Divine Prayer of Oy 2, Chron. 

7. . lil. The 


to The SACR ED HISTORY. 
| : 11. The Number of Wotkiven imploy'd 
ket Building of .the Temple: 17 King: 


r re; h Ae baer, nen: gun 

| 425 "The, 8 tion of che Temple, che 
eng z Ther rden and the neighuh of it | 
R eb Sni an: Do tary 98990 SE 


Time the Temple was in Bailding. 
of be ii, Ti- 
14. Fhe Size of the Oracle, af the Ark, 
and Yf he Chem, 1. Aeg. iK. Win. 
f T G per 46 G0 b ae 
Thus when the Houſe of Fudeh, "the Family 
of Abra and the Children of Mel, were 
| advanc' in the World to a flouriſhing Kingdom, 
by the Favour and Power of the great God, ac- 
cording ta; his gracious Promiſe 40 his People, 
when they came, after theſe his Bleflings to them, 
to grow ungtateful to him, and to turn away 
from him to ſerve the Heathen Gods, as they 
thus provoked, hi im, he began at length to farſake 
them; and to give them up to ſevere- Puniſh» 
ments; till at lat the People being deſtroy d 
with Wars on every 1 there Kings, their 
Priefts, and the Chief of the Country were 
taken and carried away Captives; and this fa- 
mous Temple with the City of Jeraſalem were 
deſtroyed with Fire and Sword and Peſtilence : 
to be a Scorn and Dexiſion of all that were round 
about them. And: then Babylen aſpiring to a 


9 
- 


vaſt height of Pride and: Ambition, and to have 
an Univerſal Empire, all Nations became Vaſ- 
ſals and Subjects to her Tyranny. Till at 
length Alexander the Great, and Cyrus the Per- 
an Emperor, who were ſo. proſperous with 
W Armies, and their „ Country 


being 


d tren LA 


| being, divided the . nn 
among them, found favour and m 7 De lg 
Princes be had them in Subjection, 

ſtored them ten their Piberties, and Pires ve A 2 
great Priviledges granted them, in à part 525 f 
manner of returning Home freely to thei 
Cities, and of 1 Feriſe len and Wir 
famous Temple, of Raving all cher Treaſures c 
reſtored, and the rich Veſſels of the Temple” 
return'd to them, which were of vaſt Value. 
And thus God e e Beer 58 yonderful © 
Power in changing the Hearts of Men, 
making their Enemies to ſheww Mer 
long diſtreſſed and afflicted People, a 
the Promiſes he made by his Servants tb erde 
ſeverul Ages before, to the Surprize and 
Aſtoniſhment of all Nations, who were Witneffes 
of God's particular Mercy. zuiſhid to them 
in ſo-fingular a way, that no oth r were releaſed 
from their Py and toe: hiv but theſe Mets 
liar People of God 1 


An Account of this Ppodka oe woliderh Act 
of God's Mercy and Power, we thay find de- 
liver'd to us in the Scriptures, which are therefore 
to be obſerv d by all Perſons, and to be imprinted 
chiefly upon the Minds of Vouth, for their Joy 
and Admiration, to think what great Things 
God has done in former Times for thoſe that re- 
turn to him with true Repentance, and Embrace 
him with their firſt love, as theſe People of 
Jjrael did after Tying” the” Puniſhment of 
their Iniquities. 
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And this is the 6th Epocha, called the Few? 
Return out of the Babylaniſb e. being 
famous for thele 8 Particulars. 

1. The means of their 8 The 
Proclamation of Cyrus the Perfian Emperor. 

2. Gyrus's Reſtitution of the Veſſels of the 
Temple, in all 5400 Veſlels of Gold and Silver. 

3. The Number of People that were releaſed, 


| 42,360, with the Servants, 50,000 in all. 


4. The Time of their Return, 70 Vears after 
they were carried away into Captivity. _ 
5. The Foundation of the Second Temple. 


6. The Hindrance of the Building by the Ad. | 


verſaries ſending a Letter of Complaint to 
Artaxerxes ; and his Decree thereupon. _ 

7. The Prophecies of Haggai and Z echariah 
at that Time, to Encourage the People. to. go 
on with the Building. 

3 The finiſhing of the Second Temple, in 
the fixth Year of Darius, about ee 
Vears after its Foundation. 


Thus after a Calculation of the Things in 
general remarkable at the Jeu: Return, we are 
next to Obſerve the Scriptures to this purpoſe, to 
be * for a Remembrance of them. 

The Proclamation.of Cyrus for Building 
the Second Temple. Era 1. i. iv. 

2. Cyrus reſtoreth the. Veſſels of Gold and 
Silver, in all 5400, that were. taken away by 
Nebuchadnezzar, out of Jeruſalem, to the Ser- 
vice of the Temple. 

3. The Altar ſet up, and the Offering made 
as before. . „ 3s 


4. The 


uy · 0» 


1 l 15TORY. 6 


Tt bs 2+ Sis P 
1. 7 a - 


4 The Foundation of the ſecond e 


laid, Exra 3. viii. Xiitv\ 


5. The Building et be Teufle indred 
Fire +. 1, H 122 9 4 

6. The Letter to eee 4⁰ 1 the 
Building of the Jetien de nenſe,; Kate 55 xi. 
xvi. xxir, oc poof 7 


ber. Prophet Migros and Kerbe en- 


courage the People to go on with! the Building, 
Ezra 6. I. v. ep % gn 


8. The Building of the * Temple, is fnilhes, 


Ezra 6. xiv. xxii. 


— 
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©S00000S020D0000000 
DIALOGUE 


About the Things Obſervable, at, 
and between the JEWS Return: 


And the coming of 


CHRIS T in the FLESH. 


_——_——_ 


* 


Well, I think here were ſo many ſtrange 

A Things happen'd at the Epocha of the 

Jews Return out of the Babyloniſb Captivity, 

that if we have taken Notice of them, it will 

make a fine Dialogue to Diſcourſe of them : So 

pray let us try what we can fay about the Par- 
ticulars of it. OO | 


B. I think what you fay is very Right for us 
to talk about theſe Things. And the firſt 
'Thing to be taken Notice of was the Proclama- 
tion of Cyrus the great Emperor of Perſia. Is it 

F not very ſtrange that he who had ſo many Slaves, 

and fine Rich 'I'hings in his Power and Poſſeſſion, 

ſhould be ſo eafy and free to part with them, and 
les them go out of his Hands. 
: 9 5 I # G Yes 


The SACRED HISTORY z. 
C. Yes it is very Remarkable and [ remem- 
| | ber how many of theſe poor Priſoners were let 
1 go at that Time. They were a great many in- 
deed, a little Army, if you had ſeen them 
Exerciſed: They were no leſs than Fifty Thou- 
ſand in all, if you reckon the Servants that were 


among them: And then what a ſtrange Thing 

, maſt it be for this grand Emperor, Cyrus, to re- 

leaſe ſo many Thouſand Men from his Service, 
that he might have kept ſo eaſily for his Armies, 

: and for many Slaviſh- uſes,. as Nebuchadnezzar 
and other Kings of Baty/an did, greater Num- 
bers of theſe People for making Brick and 
Mortar for Building thoſe Monſtrous great and 
high Pyramids in Egypt, which were reckon'd 

a among the Wonders of the World. | 

| A. Well, and we muſt not forget another 
Thing neither, and that is a Prophecy of 7/aiah 

and Jeremiah, about this very Perſon Cy-as by 

R Name, that he ſhould do thẽſe wondrous Things 

1 for the People of God, by his Power, and this 

5 Prophecy was ſpoken above an Hundred Vears 

1 before Cyrus was Born, ſo that when he being 

4 young, travelled into thoſe Countries and heard 

3 | theſe Prophecies were delivered cancgrning him, 
he believed it was the Will of God, that he 
ſhould. certainly perform theſe, Things: And 

4 accordingly when he came to-the Kingdom, he 

3 reſolved to be Obedient; and order'd not only 

5 | the releaſe of the People of 8 but alſo the 

A Building of the Temple, and the reſtoring all 

k thoſe fine Veſſels of Gold and Silver for the 

4 Uſe and Service of the Tabernac e. 


R 
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B. This is a very remarkable Thing indeed; 
and fo is the Time that the Fes return'd out 
of Babylon, Which was juſt 70 Years exactly 
after their being taken and carry'd Captive intd 
Babylon, And what Occaſion was there given 
dy this Prophecy, for many Praiſes and Thanks- 
| giving to the great God for his goodneſs to the 
| Houſe of 1/ae/, in the Time of their ſeeing 
nothing but Miſery and Diſtreſs and fear of 
Ruin ſurround them, to be aſſured of a deliver- 
ance from it all: And when they were in the 
midſt of their Affliction, and miſerable Slaves, 
to have this gracious Promiſe by his Prophets, of 
a fure and certain Freedom from all their 

Afflictions. | e uy + Os. 


C. Well, I now Remember too another 
Thing, that was worthy to be taken notice of 
at this Time, ard that was the Foundation of 
this Second Temple, which was laid in the very 
Place where the firſt was built, which was upon 
Mount Mori ab, there remaining ſome Ruins of 
that noble Structure, to ſhew them how fine the 
former Building of the Temple was, and to 
make them the more Ambitious of imitating the 
ſame as much as they coul. 
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A. But alas! there was a great hindrance put 
to this famous Building, by ſome envioas People, 
who made falſe reports about the deſign of it, 
and made Artiaxerxes who ſucceeded Cyrus, to 
grow Jealous of it, and to give Orders to the 
Workmen to ceaſe from going on with the Work, 
ſo that very little was done or went on for a 
good while, till Darius came in to Reign, _ 

TO then 
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ſtirred up by the: good Spirit of God, the People 
this new Emperor enquiring into the reaſon of 
the hindrances, he, with a generous and noble 
Spirit aſſiſted out of his Treaſury to ſupply great 
Sums of Money for the finiſning of the Work, 
which accordingly was brought about in twenty- 
one Years, from the Jime the Foundation of 


* i 


the Temple was firſt lad. 
3 


po Fs And it is wonderful. to think that as ſuch. 
a troubleſome Time as this was, ſo vaſt a pile of 
Building ſhou'd be brought to Perfection, when. 

there were ſo many hindrances to it, that it was 
generally Thought it wou'd never come to any 
Thing. And yet at laſt it became one of the 
moſt famous Buildings in the World, every Thing 


contributing to advance the Glory of it, parti- 


culatly the reſtoring all the former Veſſels of the 
Temple and the great Preſent made by the Em- 
peror Darius and other eminent Perſons, that 
vied with one another, who ſhouzd. do moſt for. 
the honoux of God and making his Name Glo- 
rious among the People by enriching and adorn- 
ing his holy Temple, and recommendirg his 
eee to all Nations in the whole 
orld. wi | 


C. Yes, but you do not ſeem yet to have hit- 
upon the principal Thing, that is to be taken 
notice of at this Epocha; and that is the re- 
ſtoring the ſtate of Religion, which was then in 
a very declining Condition, 1 mean the Religion. 


that had been before Eilabliſh'd of God among 


. the, 
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te Tens, and they being now releaſed out of 
their Slavery and reſpected by very great Perſons, 
was the Oceaſion of their Laws and Prophecies 
being ſo much admired, that the Idolatry of 
the Heathens began to be much undervalued, 
and every one who was deſirous and took to 
Reading the Books of Mo/es and the Prophets, 
N now thinking it was Time of gaining an 
Acceptance with the great Maſfab the Prince, 
who they expeRed according to the Prophecies 
they read, wou'd now appear in a very ſhort 
Time at this his Temple, which was now built 
as they imagined for him to dwell in: And the 
ſigns of his coming being every Day plainer and 
plainer, and the evidence of it clearer, all Men 
were at a gaze to look out every Day for him, 
that they might ſee at laſt this glorious Perſon, 
that was ſo long and ſo mock WE d Tor 1 in We 
World. 


_ a Methinks r now you go on a little's too faſh, 
before you have obſerved one very Singular Act 
of Providence, in bringing about the Tranſla- 
tion of the Books of the Old Teſtament, which 
tho? it is not recorded in the Scriptures, yet as 
we have a true Account of it giver us by Joſephus 
in his Hiſtory, it is a great Satisfaction to us to 
Read in his Books how this was brought about, 

and this is what be tells you of this Affair, that 
among thoſe Princes that paid ſo great a Reſpect 
for the Writings of Meſes and the Prophets, 

there was none of the Succeſſion of Alexander 

the great, that ſhewed\ more than Piolomy 

Philadelphur, who coming into the Poſſefion of 

Jude a, tock à „F Faney ſor che 1 
a 
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and their OEconomy; and upon enquiring fully 
into their Conſtitution; and being ſatisſied what 
extraordinary: Things the great God of Heaven 
and Earth had done for their Fore- Fathers, and 
Particularly in delivering them out of the Land 
of Egypt by many ſore Plagues, and by opening 
the Red Sea to let them go thro' it dry- ſnod. He 
ſummon'd the Chief Prieſts before him, and 
acquainted them that he had ſuch a value for 
their Writings, that he would imploy and En- 
courage ſome of the moſt learned of their 
Tribes, to Tranſlate their Book of Moſes and 
the Prophets out of the Hebrew their Original 
Language into the Greet, which was then the 
moſt Univerſal Language ſpoken in the World, 
and 'that he wou'd have Seventy-two of their 
learned Rabbies-choſew out of their Tribes to 
perlorm this great Work, who for this purpoſe 
were to be ſhut up in ſeveral Cells 'or Apart- 
ments, every one by himſelf to Study theſe 
Divine Writings, and Tranſlate them apart, 
and when each had finiſh'd what was alotted him, 
they were all to be compared every one with 
each other, to ſee how they agreed in the 
Wording and Senſe of each other in the Greek 
Language. The Chief Prieſts and Rabbi's be- 
ing highly you with the Deſign of this No- 
ble Prince ſet about Prepoſing theſe 72 Interpre- 
ters, with a great deal of Alacrity. And having 
conſulted and received Direction and Encourage- 
ment from ſo great a BenefaQor, they went upon 
the Preformance with a profound ſubmiſſion to 
his Mind ; and after fome Time and hard Study, 
upon the Heavenly Miſteries contain'd in thoſe 
Sacred Pages: They being in ſpired by the ſame 
0 4 | - Spirits 
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Spirit that enlightens the Soul: in the greateſt 
Darkneſs, that can' ariſe to. obſcure ſome Places 
of Scriptures, gave every one of theſe Students 
in Divinity ſuch pure and clear Senſe of every 
paſſage in thoſe Holy Books, that they were all 
unamious in their Interpretation, and at laſt 
accompliſh'd the Deſign of this Wiſe Prince and 
of all that came to ſee this Tranſlation, that it 
has been admired to this Day by all the Learned 
that lived in the ſeveral Ages ever ſince, that it is 
look'd upon as the Standard for declaring the 
Will of God to People of all Nations that come 
to know and ſpeak the r chat this Drans 
ſlation is written in. 


B. Well 1 monty how 1 came to > know 
this piece of Hiſtory, and Scholarthip.. | 


wy Why I maſt tell you then that I 33 
it in the Hiſtory of Jaſephus, that Learned Jew ; 
who gives us an Account of all theſe Things in 
a plain Light, and there 1 may read * if 
you e | | 


D. Well, but there is more too 28-YOu: Learn 
of the ſame Hiſtor y. For the City of Jeruſalem 
being now Built, and the Temple finiſh'd, 
adorn'd and .furniſh'd for the Service of God. 
And theſe great Perſons helping in the Work, 
every thing began to be reſtored to its ancient 
Uſe and _ The great Feaſts were now 
kept every Year as uſual, and the Jews and 
Proſelytes from all Parts of the World came up 
thither to keep the Paſſover, and to bring their 
Sacrifices according to the Cuſtom of every 

Feſtival 
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Feſtival Time, and this revival of the ancient 
Cuſtoms among the Jews, being fo very re. 
markable has been eee FE rooms 143 2 
Authors. 5 i 


2 ves 14 be Get 99 beginning 
cen to de generally 'underftood,” the Fews as 
well as others Learn'd it, and gave to the new 
Proſelytes an eaſy apprehenſion. of the ancient 
Scriptures, as they were now tranſlated into that 
Language, ſo that theſe Converts to the eros 
f . b ow to read theſe Divine Writ- 

ings in a way they underſtood, they admired 
every Day more and more the Matters contain? d 
In them, and eſpecially the Prophecies of the 


. Meffiah, and ſo ſtrove every one to know and be 


farisfy*d when won'd be the time of his coming 


into the World, that they might delight in and 


be ar te with his "Uri ] Preſence. 


E. Well, 1 95 now what 700 are zeig oper 
as faſt as you can, and it is a very aimable Sub- 
er indeed'T muſt own. Bat yet Methinks there 
s ſomething elſe deſerves to be 'confider'd and 
talk'd of, before we go any further, and that 
is the ſeveral Things'treated of in the Scriptures - 


between the ſeven Epotha's, or moſt wonderful 


Facts that have been obſerved in this Hiſtory ; 
for there were ſome Things very remarkable af. 
ter the great work of the Creation, and parti: . 
cularly the Fall, Sin and Puniſhment of our firſt 
Parents, which was the occaſion of many ſtrange 
Things that happen'd in the World ; and this 
was before the general Flood. And then after 


this F lood of Waters in Noah time, were 


other 


72 The SACRED HISTORY. 
other wonderful Things as the Building of the 
Tower of Babel, and ſo after the Calling of 
Abraham; and after the 1/raelites deliverance 
out of Eygpr, were many ſtrange Things that 
befel them in their Travels thro' the Wilderneſs, 
and after the reſt. of the Epocha's, which will be. 
very agreeable, and of great uſe to be talk'd of 
in their proper Place ; and this is what I propoſe 
to be diſcourſed of before we bring in the ſeve- 
ral Things that were remarkable at the Time of 
Chriſt's coming in the Fleſh, 


F. Well, I think my good Friend, you are 
much in the Right, and as we have been Inſtruct- 
ed in making theſe Obſervations, let us reckon 
one after another in order the ſeveral particulars, 
that may be chiefly taken Notice of between the 
Epochas, firſt in ſhort Pray, pray do you relate 
them, and let every one of us at large ſay ſome- 
thing upon each. f them, and this 1 hope will 


be v y inſtructing. BY. =] RY TTL TEES 

E. Well 4 kong ſince you put me upon it, I 
will tell you what I have Learn'd, and if it will 
be of any Service to any of you, I ſhall. be 
very glad, however there is ſome Pleaſure in 
knowing and telling ſome of theſe Things, which 
I hope will be explain'd hereafter, 'They are 
comprehended as I have Learn'd under theſe 
Twelve general Head. Firſt the fall of Man, 
what his Sin was, and the Puniſhments of it. 
2d. The Promiſes of a Meſſiab to come, that 
ſhould reſtore Man out of his fallen Sinfull State. 
3. The Commands of God. 4. The Bleſſings 
Promiſed to the obedient. 5. God's threatings 

to the Wicked. 6. Several Inſtances RPMs | 
| ro- 
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Providence to his People. 7. The Songs of the 
People of God. 8. The Lives of good Men. 
9. The Lives of the Wicked. 10. The ſayings 
of the Wiſe. 11. The Viſions and Prophecies. 
12. The Miracles wrought by the Faithful. 


1, The Fall of Man. 
A. Theſe Things that you have generally ob- 
ſerved between the ſeveral Epocha's, are in- 
deed of great uſe to us all, and therefore I think 
are very proper to be enlarged upon, and made 
the Subject of our Converſation, and if you 
pleaſe I will tell you my thoughts upon the 
firſt of theſe 12 Things which was the fall of 
our firſt Parents and the Miſeries they-entail'd 
0 their Poſterity, by the Sins they were guilty 
of in tranſgreſſing the Command of God, which 
if they trad obey d, they might have enjoy d all the 
Happineſs they could deſire, and as long as their 
being continued to him and all that deſcended 
from them, He was created in the Image of Gog, 
and after his likeneſs, and had the Enjoyment 
of his Favour and the Brightneſs of his Divine 
Preſence ſhining upon him, and converſed fami- 
liarly with him as his Friend, God ſeem' d to 
delight in this his Creatures, that he had made 
according to his mind, and the firſt Man no doubt 
delighted moſt affectionately in his Creator; 
every Virtue than was his Pleaſure and every 
Vice his abhorence. This was at all Times 
and much more than can be expected, his ex- 
ceeding Felicity; and would have been his por- 
tion ſor ever, if he had continued Obedient and 
Innocent, as may be inferr'd from what is writ- 
ten in the firſt Book of Moſes, and as it is ſo 
8 | well 
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2 by Mr. Milton in his famous 
Poem of Paradi/e Loft. But alas, this Bleſſed 
State of his did not continue long, for the Devil 
and Satan ſeeing what this new Creature was, 
and how happy a ſtation he enjoyed in Paradiſe, 
and remembering the Delightfull Place he had loſt 
in Heaven, left no means untryed that all the 
Envy and Malice of Hell could inſpire him with, 
till he had form'd a way to turn this new Fa- 
vourite of Heaven out of all his Enjoyments. 


B. What a Deviliſh and wicked Contrivance 
was this, who could have thought that there 
was ever ſuch a Creature in Being. . 


A. But ſuch an One there was, and is ſtill, to 
keep us upon our guard, who being fallen from 
Heaven, by which his Nature becoming entire - 
ly wicked, he follow'd immediately all the 
Thoughts that were Evil, and this new Man 
that was made ſo happy, becoming the Object 
Sf his envy, he ſet his mind upon ruining all 
his Happineſs at once, and to make him equally 
miſerable with himſelf; and finding Eve the. 
Wife of the firſt Man, united to him, in all his 
Delights, and thinking her too weak to reſiſt the 
cunning inſinuations he had thought of to per- 
ſuade her to be diſobdient, he ſet upon her firlt, 
gain' d his point to entice her to Eat of the for- 
bidden Fruit, and then made her the wicked In- 
ſtrument to deceive her Husband, who being be- 
- witch*d with her Perſuaſions takes of the ſame 
Fruit and lik'd it, and ſo being inwardly cor- 
rupted and Tranſgreſſing that Law whzch God | © 
gare to kcep them happy, the fence and bar be- 
. e ing 
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ing broke, all manner of Wickedneſs came follow- 
ing on like a Deluge, by which the Curſe of the 
Almighty came upon' them and their Poſterity. 
For their Nature being by that means corrupted, 
brought Sin and Corruption upon all their Seed, 
ſo that all manner of vicious Inclinations, 
that the Evil one had tainted them with proceed- 
ing from Nature, as ſo many iſſues of Pollution 
which made them the Subject of his God's Diſ- 
pleaſure and obhorence, which ſhewed itſelf by 
all ſorts of Puniſhments one after another, till 
Death finiſhed their Miſeries, and launched 
them into a Miferable Eternity ; thus we ſee 
from what a heigth of Bleſſedneſs to what a 
depth of Wretehedneſs Mankind were thrown, 
and all their Poſterity become inheritors of the 
ſame afflicting Miſeries, ſueh was the fall of our 
firſt Parents and of all their Off- ſpring, till the 
Prophecy of the Meſiab came to be fulfilled, 
and the Merey and Power of God appeared 
in Man's behalf, and to ſave and deliver him 
from his cruel Enemy. e 


B. Well, indeed I began to be in à great con- 
cern'd about our firſt Parents, and all the Gene- 
ration of them after you talk*d of his Fall, and 
the wretched Eſtate he brought himſelf into by 
it ; but now you have ſaid ſomething about the 
Meſtabhb odr Saviour and Deliverer from all 
thoſe. 7 | | 

"PROVIDENCES. 
Hence take occaſion to Praiſe the Divine ats 
tributes and Perſection. 

N And 
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And obſerve Things remarkable between the 
W/ e A•ͤae 
As you thus open the ſeveral Epochas to the 
underſtandings of Youth, it will be of great uſe 
to ſpeak in the Praiſe of God's Attributes and 
Perfections, from his great Works of Creation 
and Providence, mention'd in the particular 
Inſtances of his Majeſty and Power, his Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, his Authority and Inſtice, his 
Folineſs and Truth, each of which may be 
made to appear from theſe Accounts, with Luftre 
and Delight, eſpecially if you take ſome Me- 
tophors of the Divine Being, which are frequent 
in Scripture, ſuch as thoſe of a King, a Father, 
a Husband, a Lyon, a Shepherd, a Judge, a 
Houſe-holder, &c. and would take a little Pains 
to explain them to their weak Capacities: But 
you may paſs on alſo further, to reſine and raiſe 
the thought of Vouth to ſome Sublime notion of 
the Deity ſuch as his Omniſcience, Omnipreſence, 
Eternity, &c. all theſe however different it may 
be at firit, yet by a little tryal you will have 
fair Opportunities to make out from theſe the 
fineſt Paſlages of the Sacred Hiſtorxx. 


When you have thus obſerved what is proper for 
the clearing the Hiſtory, and for the illuſtration 
of the Glory and Perfections of the Divine Na- 
ture, you may then proceed to Digeſt and make 
reflections on the remarkable paſſages in the ſe- 
veral Intervails of Time between theſe Epocha's 
which having open'dand traced outat large from 
the Hiſtory, you will from thence have the fol- 


lowing Subjects to inſiſt upon. 


j 


1. The 


1. The Fall of Man, andthe Miſeries that 
were the S of his BOP to * and 
te 1 his E 7" gerd enn Wie k 
_ No * Abe torten of i the Fall of Mare 
from: the happy State he was firſt created in, he 
being made in the Image of God, wherein all“ 
his Bleſſedneſs and perfection eonſiſted. But a 
Woman being given him for a Companion, and ſte 
in her weak neſs yielding to the Temptation of the 
Serpent, was overcome by him to Eat the of the 
Fruit of the forbidden Tree, and the Man being 
tempted by her and not reſiſting the Charm, 
they both were guilty, and Fall into the Sin, and 
are liable to the ſame Puniſhment, which was 
Death to them and to all their Poſterity, which 
was attended with all the Miſeries of this Life, 
and purſued by all the threatned inſtruments of 
din, aud of his diſobdience to God, and theſe 
are to be related with ſuch Obſervation, that it 
may be ſeen what a terrible Fall it was, from 
what a heighth of happineſs, to what a depth of 
Pain and Sorrow by the Sufferings of Death, 
Natural, Temporal, and Eternal, that he ſuffer⸗ 
ed by his diſobedience to God, and offending 
him ſo wilfully by this Sin, whereby all Mankind 
were and are corrupted both'in Body.and Soul ; 
that all inherit it from their Birth, and ſo 
by Nature are inclined to it. That their Un- 
derſtanding, Will, and Affections are ſpoiled 
with Sin, that the principles of it are, Luſt and 
Uncleanneſs, Gluttony and Drunkneſs, Paſſion 
and Revenge, Pride and vain Glory, Self Love 
and * all which are A by the light of 
G 2 Nature. 
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Nature, by the word of God, and by the Light 
of his Holy Spirit. And it is for theſe Sins and 
vicious Inclinations that the whole Man both 
Body and Soul is threatned, juſtly to be puniſh- 
ed with Diſeaſes, Pains and Afflictions of this 
Life, and threatned with natural Death here, 
and Eternal Death when this Life is Ended. 


5 The next Subject for us to reflect upon, 
is the Promiſe made of a Meſiab. 


Then the gracious Promiſe of God concerning 
the Metab his Son, will come ſeaſonably to be + 
conſider d; the plaineſt and cleareſt of which 
are to be ſelected out of the old Teſtament, and 
particularly out of the Pſalms and Prophets, and 
the meaning of them ſhewn and how and in 
what manner they have been fulfilled. At the 
ſame time you may remark at what Age they were 
deliver'd; how long before their accompliſh- 
ment and ſhew the great Mercy and Good- 
neſs of God to a wicked World, in Propoſing 
his Son to be the Object of their Hopes, to be 
a Saviour' and a Redeemer of them from the 
Tyranny of Sin and Satan. By this diſplay of 
the Divine Mercy, the fincere will be ſupported 
from falling under Diſcouragements by the 
Corruptions and Miſeries of Sin, and Sinners, 
will ſee the great Obligations they lye under to 
be Penitent for their Sins, and to return with 
great readineſs into the Ways of God and Re- 
ligion. e | 

The Prophecies out of the Scriptures to 
this Purpoſe, with the Titels to them are 
theſe following. 8 | 

r | The 


The SACRED HISTORY, 79 WI 


The. firſt Prophecy of God himſelf to 
ä Ewe i in Paradiſe about her Seed which is hriſt, 
that ſhou'd deſtroy the Power of the Devi Ger. 


chap. 3. verſ, xv. 


il a eee eee 
e ee e ee 


ProPUECIES of O H IS T. 


2 The Prophecy of Jacob aol — Time 
of Chriſt's coming, not till the Scepter depart- 
ed from the Tribe of Judab, the Mefiah hav- 
ing the Name of Shilob, that is the Proſperer 
om him. Gez. 49.chap. viii. verſ. to x. 


3. Moſes' 8 Prophecy of Chriſt's being raiſed 
up as a Prophet like himſelf to appear in Time 
to come. Deut. 18 chap. xv. verſ. to xix. 


4. 3 Prophecy of Chriſt as a Star that 
ſhould riſe to have Dominion with a Scepter. 
Numb. 24 chap. xvii. verſ. to xix. 


. <1. bs Prophecy of Chriſt as his Renee 
that he ſhould ſee at the laſt Day upon the Earth. 
Job. 19 chap, xxv. verſ. to xxvii.. 


6. David's Prophecy of the Graciouſneſs of 
Chriſt's Perſon and the Glory of his Kingdom. 
in Time to come. P/al. 49 verſ. 1, to viii. 


2 David's Prophecy of Chriſt Kingdom over 
Kings, Prieſts and Heads of Countries. Plat. 


110 the whole. | 
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8. Jaiab's Prophecy of Chriſt to born of a 
pure Virgin, and to be Named Emanuel. T/a. 


| 7 chap. X. verf. tw .. 


9. I/aiah”s Propheey of Chriſt as a Child, 
and how great he ſhou'd be when grown up. 1/a. 


9 chap, vi, and vii. verſ. 


10. Jaiab's Prophecy of Chriſt and his State 


verſ. to xii. 


of Humiliation and Suffering. Ja. 53 chap. i. 


The Commands of GO D. 


3. Well now my dear Friends in Divine 
learning and you eſpecially who have expreſs'd 
your Mind ſo well upon the Prophecies in the 
Scripture, about the bleſſed Meſa ; I muſt tell 
you, how glad I ſhall be if you will have Pa- 
tience to hear what I am to ſay next in my turn, 

-about the Command of God, and would pray 
that God wou'd aſſiſt me in the utterance of 
things that are ſo difficult to Underſtand, and 
much more to Practice; and yet theſe are mat- 
ters of great Concern to us all to take Notice 
of, and Mind, as they are diſperſs'd in ſeveral 
places of the Scripture, and eſpecially thoſe that 
were ſo ſolemnly ſpoken to the Children of //-ae/ 
after their deliverance out of Egypt upon Mount 
Sinai, To hear the Ten Commands I fay, and 
the Voice of God declaring his Will to them 
in that ſtrange Manner, in Lightning, and Tem- 
peſt, and Clouds, and Fire; and after delivering 
the ſame Ten Commands upon two Tables of 
Stones written with his own Hands. what a 
7 5 ſurprizing 
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ſurpriaing Thing was this, enough to ſix them 
in the Minds-of all Men even on: beſt Senſe, 
and to oblige all Parents to teach them their 
Children with an holy Awe and Reverence, that 
they may remember them and do them all the Days 
of their Life. But leaſt ſo many Commandments. 
ſhould be too much or too many for our Me- 
morie's at all Times ; there is one that was de- 
livered to our firſt Parents in Paradiſe, ' which 
if well underſtood, will give us a' true Senſe 
how we are to keep all or moſt of the Com- 
mandments in the Scriptures. - And what was 

this, but the ſame that God ſpake to Adam in 
Paradiſe, when he ſhewed him the Tree that 
ſtood in the midſt of it and told him, thou ſhalt 
not Eat of the Fruit of this Tree, by which we 
ſee they were forbidden but one Thing, and 
that was the Eating of the Fruit of one Tree; 
they had liberty then of doing any Thing elle, 
but the Eating of one Fruit. By which it ap- 
pears that the principal Thing we were taught 
to Mind in the Scripture is the Doctrine of Telt- 
denial, that is to deny. ourſelves in what our 
Appetites are moſt inclined or tempted to. 
And from thence we may learn to be Obedient 
to all the Commands of God; for by confider- 
ing the Ten Commands we ſhall find that they 
generally tend this way, as the ſecond Com- 

mand forbids us to make an Image or likeneſs Þ} 
of any thing to Worſhip it. The third ſays. | 
Thou ſhalt not take the Name of God in vain. | 

| 
| 
| 


The fourth denies us the doing any Work on 
the Sabbath-day. The ſixth forbids Murder or 
Miſchief. The ſeventh to commit Adultery. 
The eighth to Steal. The ninth to ſpeak * 
| 5 
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And the tenth to covet any Thing that belongs 


to another. By all which the Act of ſelf-denial 


is confirm d and Taught us in the plaineſt Way 
that can be. And this our bleſſed Saviour teaches 


us in Words that every Body may underſtand, 


and tells us we cannot be his Diſciples with- 
out the denying ourſelves, that is our Luſts 


our Appetites, and our Inclinations, that by 
Corruption, lead us to Nevenge, to Lying, to 
Adultery, to Theft, and to the breach of any of 

his Commands, and therefore we ſind that moſt 
of the Laws given by Mofes, forbid or deny 


the committing thoſe Sins that are contrary to 


to his: Will, for they chiefly run. Thou ſhalt 
not Kill. Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery. 
Thou ſhalt not Covet, all which tend to re- 
ſtrain the deſires of Man from running violently 
after what is grateful to it. The. reſtraint. of 
the Will then in Obedience to God's Will, is 
the greateſt Sacrifice we can offer him, as Samug/ 
tells us it is more than all whole burnt offerings 
and Sactifices. And there muſt be ſomething 
then in this firſt Law given to our firſt Parents, 
ſince Diſobedience hat / brought ſuch a Curſe 
upon them and all theiy, Poſterity to this Day, 
and ſince it comprehends the Senſe of the Com- 
mands deliver'd to, and by Maſes, and makes 
us the true Diſciples. of Chriſt, and. capable 
thereby of the Rewards and Eternal Happineſs 
of Heaven in another Life. 2 


Scriptures 


Serke about the Commands 
of Gor. | 


1. The: firſt Command given to. our firſt pa- 


rents in Paradiſe. Gen. 3. chap. iii. verſ. 


2. The Command of God to Neah. upon 


his coming out of the Ark. Gen. . ch. iv. verſ. 


to i 


3. God's Command to worſhip bim only, 


and no other God but him. Exod. 20. ch. 
i. verſ. to ĩii. 
4.᷑. God's charge to all Mankind. not. to. 
make, an Image of any Thing to Worſhip it. 
Exod. 20. ch. iv. v. and 6. verſ. 
5. God's Command to every one not to 
take his Holy Name in vain. Exod. 20. ch. 
vii. verſe. 


6. God's forbidding the Sin of Murder, and a 


all Miſchief. Exod. 20. ch. xiii. verſ. 


6. God's Command to Sanctify the Sabbath- . 


day and to do no Work at all in it. Exod. 
20. ch. viii. ix. x. xi. verſ. 


7. God's Charge to all to forbear the Sins of = 


Ae and all Uncleanneſs. Ex. 20. ch. 14 


8. God's Charge to forbear Stealing and 
all Thefts, Exod. 20 ch. xv. verſ. 


9. God's Charge to take heed of falſe ſwear- : 
ing, and all manner of Lying. Exod. 20. ch. 


Xvi. verſ. 
10. God's forbidding all covetous defires of 


any Thing that is another's Right. Exod. 20. 


ch. xvii. verſ. 


n 
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The Bleſfagz bs d to 
* : Obedience. HE 


HO. And now. with- the! Jeive of this Com- 
pany, it ſeems to be very ſeaſonable to add 
and fome Times to intermix with the Com- 
mands, ſome Encouragements that God has 
given to make Men virtuous and Religious 
Worſhippers of him, and they are the Bleſſings 
he has promiſed to them that are Obedient, 
particularly thoſe of this Life, which being 
ſenſible Motives to thoſe of a weak Faith, are 
therefore very likely to work upon Children and 
Youth. The promiſes of this kind are there - 
fore to be collected out of the Scriptures, put 
in order, and repeated to them with as much 
Plainneſs and force of Expreſſion as may be, 
to ſuit their ſeveral Ages and Underſtandings; 
and to engage their Affections to the Service- 
of God. Thus they are to be told what a 
Blefling it is to have the being and Life of a 
human Creature; with the Conſtitution and- 
Compacity that attends, with the many Things 
we enjoy for the Support and Happineſs of the 
one, and the Improvement and Perfection of 
the other. And that theſe propoſed rewards: 
may have their defired effect upon young Peo- 
ple, it will be very well to ſhew how the Pro- 
miſes of God have been made good to thoſe. 
that have been Obedient to him in a fincerely 
Religious Life. Fhat God's promiſes are al- 
ways certain, and never fail as Mens do, m_ 

ro 
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thro' Weakneſs or falſehood ; and are often for- 
gotten for ſlight or. no-Reaſong. „But the Diyxine 
promiſes are always ſure to be performed: 1 
thoſe that truſt in him, and this we find in max 
| Inſtances in Scriptures of their being made good, | 
not only toffingle Perſons, but to whole Nations, 
particularly the Children of ¶ael, who on that 
Account had the Land of Canaan given them 
for a Poſſeſſion; a Land flowing with Milk 
and Honey, Theſe Scriptures are to be lock -d 
and given Children to learn and think of, that 
' the Promiſes may be put in their Mind of what | 
God will certainly do ſor them that Obey and 
ſtudy to pleaſe him. The Seriptures to this 
Purpoſe are thoſe underneath. 
The Bleſſings promiſed.” of the. encreaſe of 
| Children, Cattle and Fruit of all Sorts to them 
that fear and ſerve God. Deus. 281 e f 
Bleſſings Promiſed in our going out and com- | 
ing in, if we ſerve God. Deut. 28 vi. vii. viii. 1 
The Bleſling of all kinds Promiſed to them 
tha fear God, Deut. 28 i. xiii, verſ. 
; e Blefling of Plenty in all Things, and of | 
great, Treaſures from above. Deut. 28 ix. x. 
xi, xii. 
A Bleſſing promiled. to the Iſratlitts of fot 
ing them above other Narions. Deut. 28 xiii. 
Bleflings Promiſed” to them that delight i in 
God's Word. Fſal. 1 i. ii. iii. 
The Bleflings Promiſed to them that walk in 
God's Ways. Fſal. 119 i. ü. iii. 5 
The Bleſſings Promiſed to thoſe that conſider 
the Poor, Th 41 i. ii. iii. verſe. 


God's 
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D. What you have ſaid my Friend about the 
Bleflings Promiſed. to the obedient is certain! 

true from what is ſaid in the Scriptures. . But if 
theſe Promiſſes to his Children, were ſo faithfully 
Fulfiled, according to his Divine Truth, We 


many terrible threatning of Puniſhment to be 
executed againſt all unrighteouſneſs and ungodli- 
-neſs of Men, which being accompanied with 
Terror and Majeſty, are very effectual when 
well applied to make deep Impreſſions on the 
Souls of young Perſons, and fill them with Re- 
verence and a Filial fear of offending our Hea- 
venly Father. Theſe therefore are very ne- 
ceſſary to be digeſted, and proper to be incul- 
cated with all the natural ſigns that you believe, 
and are afraid of his Judgments, yourſelf, And 
then you will ſee an admirable effect not only 
upon the tender but the moſt ſtubborn Temper, 
when you tell them of the Diſtempers and Pains, 


the vexations and Loſſes, that Sin is threatned 
and Puniſhed with, and that theſe have been the 
certain Conſequences of venturing upon it, 
when it is a Sin plainly known to be contrary to 
the expreſs Command or Prohibition of God, 
and this you may ſhew by ſeveral Inſtances of 
Perſons mention'd in the Old Teſtament, who 
profan'd the Sabbath, were guilty of Murder, of 

| | Adultery 


God's threatnings to Wicked Men. 


| ſhall find the fame Books of Mz/zs declaring as | 


of the Diſappointments, . Croſes,fand Plagues, of 
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Adultery, of Theft, and were Diſobedient to 
Parents, whom the Judgment of God have over- 
taken and Puniſhed moſt ſeverely in this Life. 
Theſe and the many Miſeries and Calamities that 
befell the 1/-aelites for their impieties, when 
found out and related in a judicious manner will 
be of great uſe, and may be fixt upon the 
Minds of Youth with ſuch Circumſtances as 
will make them ſenſible of the Power and Juſtice 
of God, and afraid of offending ſo great a Ma- 
Jetty upon _ ocealion. 


— 


The SCRIPTURES to this Purpoſe 
are theſe following, 


1. The firſt Curſes threatned to our firſt Pa- 
rents in Paradiſe. Gen. 3. chap. xiii. xix. verſ. 
2. God's threatning to deſtroy the Earth with 
a Flood becauſe of the Wickedneſs of Man. 
Gen. 6. v. vi. vil. 
3. Gods threatnings executed by the Flood 
drowning all Creatures upon Earth, but Noab 
and his Family. Gen. 7 xviii. xxiii. 

4. Curſes of ſeveral Sorts threatned to the 
the Diſobedient 1/-aelites and others, Deut. 28 
xv. xx. 

5. Threatnings of Peſtilence, Famine, Ruin, 
and Slavery, Madneſs, and Oppreſſion to ſuch 
as will not obey God, or turn to him. Deut. 
2 xv; e 

6. Threatnings of Loſſes and Miſchief to 
Families, Children, and Lands, and to be Op- 


3 by cruel Enemies. Deut. 28 XV. XXX. 
xliv. 


H 7. Threats 


1 88 Te SACRED HISTORY. 


7. Threats of Slavery and Want o all Things 
neceſſaries to the Diſobedient Ne. 28 0 


xlviib 1 
28. Threats to the: Diſobedicne to be over- 


come by Fierce Enemis, their Cities to be taken 


by Force and Famine, ard to eat their own and 


their Children Fleſh. Deut. 28. xlvii. 1. 

9. Gods threats of wonderful plagues and all 
Diſeaſes to the obſtinate i in their Dilobedience 
Deut. 28 Iviii Ixiii. 

10. God's 'Threats to the e to be 
carried into Slavery, and to be Bonds-Men in 
Eg t. Deut. 28 lxiii. Ixviii. 


D. Several Inſtances of Divine providence to 
ſeveral, particularly to Abraham and his F . 


D. But among all the Things related i in the 
Scriptures, that attract our, regard, and give 
us Delightfull Meditations, there is nothing to 
compare with the Providences that God in his 
Power and Goodneſs has ſhew d to ſome particular 
Perſons, and eſpecially when they were grown 
old and helpleſs, who had been faithful Servants 
to the True God for a great many Years, and 
Chiefly to Abraham, who when he had leſt his Ido- 
latrous Relations, and retired to a paſtoral Life 
in the Wilderneſs, ſerving the great God, Maker 
of Heaven and Earth, for abundance of Years 
with a parcel of poor Shepherds, and having no 
Children nor Friends to comfort or aſſiſt him but 
his old Wife that was paſt Child- bearing ; his 
God was pleaſed at length to viſit him in a Vi- 
ion, and to tell him, and that before her Face, 


that tho' he was an Hundred Year old, and ſhe 
above 


oy 
: 
& 
& 
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above Seventy, yet he ſhould in a little Time have a 
Son by her that ſhould be a Bleſſing to him and 
to all his Family, even to all the Twelve Tribes 
of 1/rael his Grandſon, and not only ſo, but to 
all the Families of the Earth. And this Pro- 
miſe of God to Abraham tho' his Wife Sarah 
laugh'd at it, and he wondred ; yet by the Di- 


vine Power and Providence every Thing waz 


brought to paſs, and to the amazement of his 
Family and of all Men that came to hear of it; 
and at length it appeared that the Seed of 
this Woman as well as of Eve was to produce 
the 5 the Saviour of the World, whq . 
ſhould by the favour of God be Born of this 


Family and deliver all thoſe out of the Power 
of the Devil, who would believe this and fight 


under his banner againſt the power of the Devil, 
who had gain'd ſo much Ground in the World, 
and ſet up his Standard of Idols to worſhip them 


_ Inſtead of the Great Fehowah the Maker of Hea- 


ven and Earth and of all Creatures in it, This 
Providence which was punctually fulfilled t 
Abraham and his Family to the aſtoniſhment of 
all that came to know it, a very agreeable Sub- 
ject for us at this Day to entertain ourſelves 
with, as it has been admir'd thro” all Generati- 
ons for the Honour of this our great Anceſtor, 
and for the Glory of the wiſe God who has 
brought to paſs theſe ſtrange Things, and made 
us who live in theſe latter Ages ferfible of it, 
if we will without prejudice conſider it. But 
that this may be more plain and agreeable to 
Youth therein deſign'd, if God permit to add, 
at the end of this little Book a Dialogue relat- 
ing to this Providence and particularly to the 
. + ſraelites 


90 Te SACRED HISTORY. 
Jraelites Paſſage-thro' the Wilderneſs, till they 
came into the Land of Canaan and there enjoy'd 
Plenty and Honour in great-abundance, after 
having gone thro' incredible Poverty and Hard- 
ſhips. ” * PETS „ Þ ; 

The ScripTuREs relating to theſe Acts of 
God's Providence are to be found in the follow- 
ing Place. N F 

The firſt Act of Providence to Noah in or- 
dering him to build an Ark, to ſave him and Fa- 
mily with ſome Beaſts and of every kind from tlie 
Flood he ſent upon the Earth. Gen. 7 chap. 
1. Xxiii. verſ. . 


2. God's Providence to Abraham in calling 
him to leave his Father's Houſe at 75 Years old, 
and to go towards Canaan. Gen. 12 i. v. ix. 


3. God's Providence in ſaving 1/zac from be- 
ing a Sacrifice, as he had Commanded Abraham 
to offer him up. Gen. 22 ix. xiv. | 


1. God's Providence to Jeſeph the Son of Ja- 
cob, by ſhewing him in Dreams, what was to 
befall him, when his Brothers hated him be- 
cauſe of his Father's Love to him. Gen. 37. i. xi. 


2. The Providence of God to Joſeph when 
his Brothers had thrown him into a Pit with a 
deſign to kill him, that ſome 1&maelite Merchants 
came by, and bought him of them to carry him 
into Egypt. Gen. 37 Xi. xXVill. | 


3. Pojeph refuſing to comply with his Maſ⸗- 
ter's Wife in her unlawful deſires is by her I 
5 : BD an 
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aud falmood cat ine the King's Priſon, there's 
God's Frovicengs: Gen. 39 i. Mx. | 


4. Foſeph's Inter; retation of th2 Chief Butler's 
Dr bg aa is the Occaſion of To/ephy 
being taken out of Priſon, Gen. 40 i. xxl, 


- 5+ Foſepb being ſent for, and Interpreting 
N is taken gut of Priſon and ad- 
vanced to the chief Government in Egant under 
Pharoh, which proves a great Providence to him 
and to all his Fathers Houſe. Gen. 41 i. xlix. 


Egypt, where they engreaſe mightly, and at 
lat are the Subject of God's Providence in be; 


4 
o 1 — 2 


7. There are ſeveral other Providences denote 
to the Prophets, and the Kings, and to Truth; may 
be look'd out of the Scriptures by the Maſters, 
and put under Titles for the Youth to Learn ay 
they pleaſe. : e 9957 


The Songs of the People of Gov, 


After Obſerving and Remembring the ſeveral 
Providences of God towards thoſe that he de- 
lighted in and directed by. the Way, that moſt 
pleaſed himi, It is very natural to think of 
the gratefull Return that were made by theſe 
his People in Praiſes and Thankſgivings for the 
„„ a, H 3 . Meicies 
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Mercies they received from him. And this they 
expreſſed in Fſaln and * Hymns and ſpiritual 
Songs, and intermixing various ſorts of Muſick 
ſome with pleaſant Inſtruments, ſome with 
Voices, and ſome with both, this King David 
was famous for in not only performing upon 
the Harp himſelf, but in encouraging Conſorts 
of Divine Muſick, and fine Pieces to be com- 
poſed by the beſt Muſicians. Which were all 
according to the Subject, ſome very grave, and 
ſome very Merry; thoſe that were compoſed 
for their deliverance out of Egypt, were filled 
with joyfull Expreflions ; thoſe all the Time of 
their Captivity were accordingly to a very grave 
and melancholly Accent, and this when they 
came to be uſed in Publick or in Private, the 
Words and the Muſick was accordingly fitted 
to the Seaſon; every body endeayour'd to fiir 
up the qualities and ſounds that agreed to the 
Occaſion, which the Words that were compoſed 
and then repeated naturally led them to. 


We have inkhe Book of Pſalms abundance of 
difference in the Words there put together, and 

the Tunes there hinted at were doubtleſs very 
much to the Purpoſe. ies | 


The Titles of ſome of theſe P/a/ms or ſacred 
Songs in Proſe or in Verſe, and ſome Hymn, 
aud Anthems are here, or will be-publiſh'd at 
the End of the Book for the Uſe and Satisfac- 
tion of thoſe that may deſire it., 


4s for the Pſalms either in the Common- 
Prayer or Bible, or thoſe appointed to Siog— 
A ”" © either 


T4 - - 
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choſen by the Maſters or the Miſtreſſes at Diſ- 
cretion, fo as to it any. Toe as they * 
R 
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THE 


Lives and Qnanacruns | 


or FAMOUS 


MEN related i in SCRIPTURE, 


For our Exaur LE to lurrärg. 


U T chat which ſets before us in a lively 
B View, that Virtue and Piety is to be fol- 

lowed and Imitated, and makes us Sen- 
fible how pleaſant and Poſfible the ways of 
Religion are, as the Lives and Examples of the 
Great and noble Spirits that lived and had a 
being in the World in former Ages. And tho' 
they were but few in compariſon of the Multi- 
tude of human Race; yet they were the more 
bright and Illuftrious, as the Sun and the Moon, 


and the greater Hemiſphere among the Start in 


the Firmament; that Shine with ſuch an ex- 
ceeding Tuſtre, that they make us both de- 


lighted and Surprized when we look at them. 
Theſe are therefore what we are to turn our 


towards, and conſider the Particulars that 


makes 
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either in the old or new Verſion, they may be 
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makes theſe Examples appear Manos and ſo 
deſirable For Imitation, © | : HM P 


ve 


| When: we think then. that while they had a 
being in the World, in this vale of Miſery. they 
lived aboye it, and bad their Converſation in 
Heaven; when we conſider that while they 
were labouring for a Livelihood in their beings, 
they were ſtriving to raiſe their Thoughts above 
the World by Faith; while we think that at the 
Time when they were Sufſgring Reproaches, 
Poverty and Torments even Death itſelf, they 
were exerciſing continually their Patience and 
their Faith towards Things in Heaven, where 
Chriſt their dear Saviour Sits at the Right Hand 
of God. Theſe Meditations will not only. make 
us love to think of them, but love to imitate 
them and long to be where they te by trying 
to do as they have done, * they lived by 
ſuch a lively Faitbß. 


e og d Example chat the Holy "TY - 
tyres relateametimeg at large; that brave and 
large Minds. mayn't be afraid of wading thro 
the deepeſt Places aſter ſuch Hero's: in Religion, 
and ſometimes tell us them in ſhort, that the 
little, the Weak and the Young may venture to 
go on and not be diſcouraged, as we may ob- 
ſerve in the eleventh Chapter of St. Paul's 
Epiltle to the Hebrews. Theſe Scriptures I ſay, 


may be put under proper Titles, i learnt 


either by the better Memories capi of con- 
taining the moſt, or by the y oſe Me- 
mories cannot contain ſo mue fand this is done 
here for the 2 of thoſe that may want Time 

to 


—— 


that is, that if we ſee a few Spots in the Lives 
of ſome of theſe bright Souls, whoſe good 
Things we may read with Pleaſure, let us en- 
deavour to hide or cover them with a Vail, 
ſince they have been ſo ingenious and humble 
to confeſs them upon Record; and let us by 
thinking upon their Faults, be afraid of falling 
into greater, and if we fall upon them 
with hard Cenſ | 


The gerfprants to this Purpoſe out of t the 
Hebrews, and other Places are theſe following. 
The Faith of Abel in offering the beſt Sacri- 
fice. Heb. 11. chap. iv. verſ. 

The Character of Enoch that he pleaſed God, 
for which h@was tranſlated. Heb. 11. v. vr. 

The Faith of Noah for which he was ſaved in 


11. chap. vii. 
The Faith of A he 

to leave his Friends, and, o into : ir: 

try, and obeyed. Heb. 1 1. viii. Kw. 


the Ari, when all the reſt were drown d. Heb. 
** 


The F 26 of Sarah By which ſhe conceived 


a Son in her old Age; from whom a numerous 
Offspring came that were the People of God. 
Heb. 11. xi. xvi. 


The Faith of ! in offering up his Son 


Jaac. Heb. 11. xvii. xix. 
The Fggith of Vaac and Jacob. Hes. 1 '. 


{/zph concerning the departin 
« of the 1/raclitesTrom out of Egypt, Heb. xi. 25 
e 
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to do it themſelves. There is one Thing to 
be ſaid more before we 55575 this Subject; ; and 


* 
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The Faith. of Ms aſes's N in hiding him 


| * a Child. 11, XXIlL. 


The Faith of Mes in refuſing the Honours 


of Egypt; z.. and chuſing Afflictions. Heb. 11. 
XXIV. Xxvii, 


The Faith of Moſes i in forſakin er; and | 
In in poſing. through the Red. Sea. 25 11, vi. 


| ne Faith of the Harlot Rabab in ſaving 


the Spies and the Spier. Heb. 11. xxx. xxx. 


The Faith of many great Perſons of old both 
Men and Women, who went through _ 


| hardſhip S. Heb. 11. Xxxii, xl. 


The Aa of Faith in Particulars. Nonb. 2 a 


5 vi. Xvili. 


— 
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The Lives of Wicked MEN 
© Recorded: in SCRIPTURE. 


ur! as „ 4 2Y ** of the Faith- 
B ful deſeribed and recommended in the 
acred Hiſtory, are written to engage us in the 
liking and Imitation of their Actio ſo are 


their other ſorts of Lives to be 1 in the 


ſame Books, as the Lives of wicked Men 
which are there Recorded to their ſhame, and 
and for our dread as dangerous Rocks to thoſe 


that ſail upon the Seas, who mult 1 then 
diligently and avoid them leaſt comij too near 
them, they ſhould be daſh'd all to Pieces, and ſo 


Jools Ge Precious Lives. n 
But 


But if Men will be fo weak and fooliſh, as 
to be carried away with theſe deceitful Luſts of 

Evil Men, let them but think a little before they 
90 too far, What Mifchiefs they are bringing upon 
their own Heads, ſince ny may read how the 
great God being juſtly provoked by ſuch Wicked 
and ungodly Behaviour, has ſent moſt grievous 


and dreadful Puniſhments upon thoſe Sinners, 


that dared to commit them, and that in the 
Sight of great Numbers of Perſons, which was 
ſincerely to make others believe the Truth of 
the Facts, and be afraid of the Power of the 
Almighty, who not only can kill and take away 
our Lives, by various diſeaſes and ſundry kinds 
of Deaths, but can immediately caſt both 
Body and Soul into Hell; as our moſt merciful 
Saviour tells us, that we may learn in Time to 
fear him who is able to do this. | 


The Hiſtory of the 2 being drown'd 
in the Red. Sea; as they were purſing the 
Thraelites to deſtroy them, is a remarkable in- 
ſtance of Divine Power and Juſtice, and can- 


not but be obſerved by thoſe who have any 


Senſe of the Difference between Good and 
Evil; and that God has a particular Reſpe& 
to thoſe that are good to bleſs and Preſerve 
them, as you ſee he open'd a Way thro? a vaſt 
Sea for thoſe his People the Children of 7/-ae!, 
to paſs. thro! upon dry Ground; and for that 


End mad the mighty Waters to ſtand on a 
heap o fides of them, while they were 


got ſafe to the other Shore ; and that when the 
Egyptians ſo maliciouſly purſued after them 
preſuming upon the ſame Providence, —_— 

| | for 
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for their Wickedneſs (as ſoon as God's People 
were got ſafe over) by the Winds which God 
commanded, be turn'd into their proper Courſe 
again, and ſo be overwhelmed both they, and 
their Horſes, and Chariots, and all drowned in the 
depth of the Sea. Who can read this Paſſage 
with any Senſe of God and his Truth ; and 
not be affected with Admiration at what the 
Almighty does, for the Puniſhment of Wicked 
Men, and declares what he wil do to thoſe 
who. reſiſt his Will. | 


For again what can be more dreadſul than 
another Account which the Scripture gives of 
the Earth opening and ſwallowing up the Con- 
regation of Airam, or of the Fire that fell from 
2 and burnt up thoſe that were guilty of 
the ſame Sacriledge. And again what can fill 
our Minds with more horrible dread of Gods 
Judgments than by Raining Brimſtone and Fire 
from Heaven, to deſtroy Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
all the Country round about thoſe Cities for their 
abominable and beſtial Crimes, which are to 
this Day Stigmatiz d with that Infamous Name of 
Sodomy ; ſure this muſt be written, and the Ruins 
of what was left in thoſe Parts, ſeen by many 
'Travellers that way to make us afraid of the 
Fire of Hell that never will be quenched, and 
of the Sin that will certainly bring us into that 
everlaſting Miſery. 


= P 
* 


But ſome may flatter dts now with the 
Mercy of God, as it is declared in the Goſpel, 
and think that now, the Sufferings of Chriſt have 


allayed the Fierceneſs of God's — and 
give 


PEAR ANDES Att «An. Ae 5404 


gives Hopes of more Favour from him, tho' we 
thould. be guilty of many ſuch Sins as formerly 
provoked him before our Saviour's Coming; but 
how vain all ſuch Hopes or Preſumptions are; will 
appear plainly not only from what he ſaid himſelf 
when in the World, that he gives Warning to 


all that go on in a wicked Courſe of Life, to 


repent, "left they fall into that diſmal Lake 
where the Fire ſhall-never be quenched. But 
he gives his Apoſtles a Commiſſion to preach to 
all Men, that if they will not believe and obey 


his Goſpel, they muſt certainly be Damned. It 


is true the Goſpel of Chrift is the glad [Tidings 
of Salvation, but thoſe Mercies are only pro- 


miſed to ſuch Sinners as ſincerely leave off their 


Sins and turn entirely with their whole Heart to 
that which is good. For if we do but look into 
the Acts of the Apoſtles, there we may read of 
two Perſons taken ſuddenly out of the World by 
an untimely . Death, for doing no worſe than 
what is too often done in Chriſtian Countries by 
Simoniacal Contracts. | 


Indeed thoſe that were guilty of that black and 


+ horrid Crime that the Fezvs were in Crucifying 


their Mah, the Lord of Life, whom they 
muſt be convinced by his Miracles, as well as 
other Circumſtances of his Life, he was the great 


Prophet promiſed them of God ſo many Ages 


before, and did fulfil every Thing foretold of 
him, tho? theſe vile, ungrateful and wicked Per- 


ſons, I ſay, were net ſtruck with immediate 


Death, yet from the Darkneſs and the terrible 
Earthquake, and the rending of the Vail, made 
them — quake and tremble at the 


Apprehenſion 


to — 
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| Apprehenſion of what was coming upon them and 

1 their whole Conſtitution and Government, as it 

1 did in not a great many Vears afterwards by the 
Overthrow of their ſamous Temple and City 
of Jeruſalem, and at laſt of all their Cities and 

- Countries thereabdat, When they had been laid 
deſolate by! Wars and Flagues and Famine, and 
all that was dear to them deſtroy d, and the 
beſt of the Inhabitants: carried away Captives, 
and became Vagabonds over the Face of the 
Earth, for afrightfaul Warning to all the reſt of 
Mankind, wherever they came, of the judg- 
ments af God that he will certainly ſend upon 
r Sinners and wilful Offenders. 


The "MEL to this Purpoſe may be eaſily 
found and e Titles . to them. 
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F is from the Faults of others, and the mit 
chiefs that befall: them for the Puniſh». 
ment of Sin, it is from the good Behaviour of 
ſome. great Men, and from the Bleffings of ſe- 
veral kinds that come upon their Heads for 
their Obedience, that ſome thinking Perſons be- 
come wiſe themſelves, and form Schemes of 
Wiſe Sayings: and Proverbs for the Conduct of 
other Mens Lives. 

And by collecting ſuch Proverbs and Sayings 
together for the reading and learning them 
from one Generation to another, the Vouth of 
ſeveral Nations have received great Advantages, 


and much Good has been done in the World, 


and for this End ſeveral great Men, Kings, 
Princes, and Philoſophers did not - think it 
beneath them to Compoſe theſe Learned Books, 
that they might be the more in Eſteem among 
Men, as King David and Solomon, and others 
did in the Book of P/alms, the Proverbs, Eccla- 
ſiaſticus, and ſeveral other Books of Scripture, 
to the Honour of their Names and Memories to- 
the End of all Ages. There is a great of deal 
of Reaſon therefore, that theſe wiſe Sayings 


E*7 2 Mauld. 
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” ſhould iven Youth at ſeveral 
Tae 0 55 e they may 
be fed in their Minds, and applie ied. to ſeveral 
Pi arts of. their Lanes, that they, may.grow Wiſe 
berimes ang. uſeful. in their Generations. Let 
afters that axe .converſant with theſe ex- 
cellent nf ien ee ents that would have 
their Children ſhining, Lights in the World, look 
out the ſeveral Proverbs that are the muſt uſe- 

ful, and Jet each of em choſe. one out of a 
Parcel to learn by heart every Day, by which 
means they will all of them have a delightful 
Treaſure to look at and think upon, and ſome 
times bring out and apply in Diſcourſe, to the 
Surprize of their Company, and of thoſe” that 
hear them, and have a Senfe to underſtand them, 

which che Parents and Maſters may give them. 


Now for a Pattern, to choſe out of the P/alms 
and Proverbs the Particulars that may be the 
moſt uſeful, che following are ſelected to give out 
upon ſingle Papers for the inen, RT of them 
to learn by heart. | | 


1. A Promiſe to hed that truſt i in God that 
| they ſhall be Pviged, for, P/al. 37. 
verſe iii. 

2. <By giving up . to God, what we 
defire will come to paſs. P/al. 37. v. 

3. To delight in God 1 is the ſure Way to have 
what we deſu e. P/al. 37. iv. | 
4. A good Soul delights ! in having his Ways | 
ordered of God. P/al. 37. xxiii 

5. A little with a Blefiing, i is better than mu 
"Riches without. P/al. 37. xvi. 1 
. 8 The 
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6. The meek in Heart are aſſured of abun- | 
dance of Peace. Pſal. 37. xi, © 
7. Good Education ſets Religion in a Child, 
ſo that he loves it hen he is old. Prev. 22. vi. 
8. A Bountiful Perſon has a Bleſſing always. 
attending him. Prov. 22. 1x, © | 
9. Purity of Heart gives ſuch Grace to a 
Man's Countenance, that it makes the King 
his Friend. Prov. 22. x 1x4. 
10. Diligence in Buſineſs makes a Man very 
Honourable. Prov.” 22. xvii. 
11. To correct à Child and not to ſpare for 
his, crying is the 1 to ſucceed. Prov. 19, 
xviii. 
12. To forbear Sleep in the Way to have. 
Plenty of Bread. Prov. 20. xiii. 
13. As a Man proceeds in the Way of Goods: 
neſs, he has more Light and Pleaſure in it; 


Prov. 4. xvi. 


14. To own God's Ways to be beſt; and not 
to be conceited of our own, is the Way to HY: 
right. Prov. 3. vi. vii. 

15. To Honour God with our Sobſtance i is- 
the true Way to be Rich. P/ ov. 3. ix. x. 
16. To be Wiſe is the way to have plenty. of: 
precious Things. Prov. 3. xiii. xvii. | 

17. Make Wiſdom the principal 'Thing you- 
deſire, and ſhe will raiſe TI to Honour. Prov, 
4. vii. viii. 

18. By Wiſdom we are kept out of the Snajes 

of a Whoriſh Woman. Prov. 6. xxiii. xxiv. 


19. To avoid a naughty Woman, is the way 


to be ſecure from Sin and Miſchief. Prov. 6. 


xxvii. xxix. 
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wherein, 


ecies were uttered. 
11 A blog bas bohlen 
12 Here ima e 08h eee 
recorded between che Eprchas, whichis very 
remarkable; and that is, the Viſions; which Pro- 
phets, when they were retired from the World, 
being thrown. into Raptures, had of God and 
Heavenly Things, and then uttered by Inſpira- 


tion certain Words and Propheſies of Things to 


come, and theſe are mentioned in ſeveral Places, 
as: firſt; about what the Patriarchs. Abraham, 
Jſaac and Jacob, had declared to them in Viſion. 
by the Apparition of God to them, who told 
them in thoſe dark and Idolatrous Times, that 
he certainly was their God, and would be ſo to 
bless chem and their poſterity to many Genera- 
tions; and would Multiply and Increaſe them, 
and do great Wonders for them, by delivering 
them in their Troubles and Dangers from all 
their Enemies; as he did at ſeveral Times, ſo as 
td fill the World, the Wicked with Dread and 
Aſtoniſhment eſpecially when they had paſs d the 
Red Sea in ſuch a miraculous manner, and were 
removing from one Place to another in that diſ- 
mal Wilderneſs, which they went thro? towards 
the Land of Canaan. The Prophet Moſes is 
particularly Famous for theſe! Viſions and Pro- 
phecies 16 Voices, which Voices were 1 5 | 
y 


* 
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by the Rabi s amongithe Je by tbe Name of 
Batbcol, which in Hebrew ſignifies a Voice in 
Viſion that declared the Mind of God concern - 
Ing fature Exent And they were heard diſlinQly 
and underſtood 'by thoſe that were call'd by it, 
even Samuel à Child;+tho* he did not know at 
firſt it was God that call'd; yet the third Time 
being inſtructed b Eli the Prophet „he hearken'd 
and underſtood it, and told Eli of ſuch Things 
that he received by this Voice, which wert by 
way of threatning of Puniſhment to Eli and his 
Poſterity for the Iniquities of his Sons. But 
another ſingular Viſion mention'd in the ſecond 
Book of Kings and the 6th Chapter is to be par- 
tticularly remark'd, and that is a Viſion that a 
young Prophet by the Prayer of Elia had in 
a moſt convincing Manner, when the City of 
Samaria' was ſurrounded by a vaſt Hoſt of Sy- 
ian to ſurprize that famous Prophet, who - 
cou'd ſee and did tell all that was conſulted in 
the King's ſecret Councils, and thereby diſap- 
pointed all his Deſigns; when this young Seer 
. had the View of all this Army, which he heard 
was Chiefly deſign'd to take his old Maſter, and 
that he ſhou'd then hardly eſcape, he ery'd out, 
as they thought of what was coming upon them, 
Which Eliſha perceiving, paciſied him with fay- 
ing, be quiet a little, and you ſhall ſee there 
are many more for us, than all theſe Forces 
that are come agaiaſt us, and immediately the 
young Seer's Eyes were open'd, and he ſaw all 
the Hills and Mountains round about the City, 
all cover'd over with 2 Heavenly Army of 
Chariots and Horſes that before were inviſible; 
and ſoon after, at the Prayer of Eliſba, the 


Syrian 


— 
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Syrian Hoſt were all ſtruck. with Blindneſs, and 
ſo led by the Noſe into a wrong City, where 
they were catch'd/ in a Snare, and at the Mercy 
of Elifpa's Friends, who treated them very hand- 
ſomely, and then let them go Home to tell 
the Fyrias King, what ſtrange Enemies he had 
to deal with, Who cou'd make a Fool of him 
and all his Armies juſt as they pleaſet. 


that are to be-obſerv'd in the Old Teſtament and 
in the New. But I refer theſe to the End of this 
Chapter, Where the Titles and Scriptures are 
particularly ſet down that are to this Purpoſe; 
which Youth may be put to learn as the Maſters 
and Miſtrefſes think fit. I ſhall only add one 
Thing of this Nature, which I myſelf was more 
concern d in and moved with, ſo as to ſtick by 
me to this Day in a lively manner, and it was 
a Viſion of the Night with a Voice, which told 
me what would immediately come to paſs to 
my great Joy and Satisfaction. It was in my 
younger Days that I was at the Houſe of my 
firſt Wife's Relations a little after her Death, 
about two or three Years after a Brother of 
mine died at Oxford, to whom I was very dear, 
as he was to me, the Death of both which dear 
Friends was the Occaſion of my growing very 
Serious and Religious, and of my Lodging in a 
very good People's Houſe in Londun. But go- 
ing into the Country to divert me by ſeeing my 
Relations, I was ſtay'd there longer than I cared 
for, and being hinder'd from returning io Town 
as L was very deſirous, I began to grow uneaſy, 
and therefore one Night going to Bed, * of 
T4 | mo 
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0 op d, that he nd bet pleaſed 
at e that 2 


. to 
me . Tow i m. the; Top by the - — 
like hr 4h ag a. Blame of Fire 
ſtreaming. om th 0 
flying with two Wings (wi ty ph een nds 
me, and the nearer he came the better knew 

him; by this true Countenance, but ſo ſweet and 
enlighten d that be perfeQly-raviſh'd-me3 and 
then having made himſelf known, he darted 
himſelf into me, leaving theſe Words full in my 
Mind, get up preſently: and you will find a. 
Paſſage for London. It was about four in the 
Morn? that I waked, muſed a little and ſoon 
got up; went out of the Door into the Court, 
_ and hearing a Coach, went to the Gate where 
the Bedſord Coach was juſt coming by, and aſk'd 

the Man if he had 4 Flace, to Which he ſaying 
No, a Gentleman in it hearing, ſaid he had a 
Horſe led by, which I was welcome to ride, 
and ſometimes in the Coach if I liked it; which 
J did with many Thanks, and · ſo got ſafe that 
3 is to London with. a grout deal, of re 
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This Paſſage in 15 Life Was * a de, 
and coming tow to Mind, I thought the Rela- 
tion would not be unwelco nde to the Reader nor 
unworthy of Credit, ſince I can n kim it is 

perfeAly true in every Particular, . 


But. this Account. of an pſa myſelf, 13 
by no means to take off the Thoughts of young 


Perſons 
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recorded in the Sccipturesg 9 ta en 
bm theme, 0 ted of hy; 2nd 
now. ce + WY fer dow $f ſuch Viſions 

out of the ſacred Books, — — proper Titles ts 


be leargt and pememhred. hy young; Perſons, as 


they may pes el {os them. by r Malen 
or Miſtrejles. b NN Megs To hö se 
TY bay of 0 11789 : 
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Lam, that he was Te —— and would increaſe 
his Offspring enceedingly. r chap. 5. verſe 
db. AS . 
EY Vikon Abraham had, p< 2 Voice 
rene ws the Covenant by Circumciſon. Gen. 1 7. 
1. 8 | 
. God's Trial of "Graber by a isdn and 
a dice when he commands him to offer up 
bis onl Son, which be obeys, Gen. 22. 1. 14. 
4. God's Promiſes in a Viſion of great Bleſf- 
ings to Abrabam tor his Readineſs to obey 
bis Command of datei his Son. Gen. 22. 


AV. viii. co 72 . Fd 
Q 2 do ac FAY r of 
Blelings. on. dbram's Account.” Gen. 26. 


1. vi. 

6. Facob's Viton.of God. on the Top bf a 
Ladder that reached. to Heaven, where Angels 
e's, ing up and down.“ Gen." 28. A. xix. 

acob's wreſtling with God, when he ſavw⸗ 
bim 2 to Face; and: preyail'd. in his Requeſt, 
on which his meg Was changed to 1/rac!, 
Gen. 32. Xxiv. * 


8. ”"_ my kis F > Father * beloved ge" | 
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who has 'two Dreams, upon which he is hated 
by his Brethren. Gen. 37. i. xi. 
9. God's Voice in a V iſion to T/ael; and 
Promiſe to be with him i in his Journey to Egypt. 
Gen. 46. I. i. 
16, Gods ing. to Muſe in a Buſh all 
on Fire; and'Pro V Voice to deliver the 
n 90 of E Spt. Exod. 3. f. vii. 
1 aring to Moſe ivin 
him ſeveral Sig 1 ef Mir k Baer age 
to Pharaoh. 1 1 
| 12. Solomon's Wins in t Pre wherein 15 
his Prayer for Wiſdom id anſwer d. 1 E. 
3: v. xiv. | 
.13:A Judt Pibglbet's Won af Chariots and 
Horſes rqund about Samaria were all on Fire 
at the TY of bar 2 e 5. Xv. xxiii. 


4 3 


. nx ih | „ 317 42 ae 


r 


Aa + 
vt TR 24 n "Wo F 2 f f 
yade! 04 e ee n N £1) 
" C * * 
$S £6 3 
„ wv ne LS 81 3 
4 f 8 LT 
2 # DS 4 v3 
4 7 * % 
* 2 % 
: * 


888 FIST 


110 The SACRED'H HI 80 r ORY 


8 - | | N g e 
3 «+... A — : 1 T 
* o — 21 
E F 8 
* 


* 


_ 9 Wk 
9 * 


1 2 
Foy Ws 


THE SEVENTH 


E P O * H A 
Or, 
| Remarkable n 


of | 
CHRIST: coming in the Prren. 


With the Twelve Things that this Epochs: * 


I . remarkable for, with the: DOI to each 


N D thus 3 gone thro” the chief 
Paſſages to be taken Notice of be- 


_ tween the ſeveral Epocha's, we come 
now with Pleaſure to take a view of the moſt 
wonderful of all the Times or Epocha' s that went 
before, it being the very Time to Which all the 
reſt of them point or ſeem to center; the Per- 
ſon on whoſe account God ſhew'd himſelf, ſo 
immediately concern'd, being the Principal Sub- 
je of his Delight to ſet before the Children of 
Men to admire either ſor his Graciouſne(s, 
Wiſdom, or his Humiliation. And therefore 
his Providence exerted itſelf in an extraordinary 
Manner, that Men who ſo long had waited-for 
this Time which the Prophets ſo many 
Ages ago had ſoretold ſhou'd come, might not 
be i of their Expectation, but find 


that 


F , ! . ) ] èͤ .. e Fe 
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that the Son wham the Father had ſanctiſied 
_ and: ſent into the World, did appear in every 
_ reſpett worthy of the Meſſage he eme abaut. 

as amiable and adorable in, the Eyes of all that 

ſaw Rim. And:thus whether we view him in his 
firſt Appearance as a Child, we ſhall find he had 
all the Characters in huinſelf and all Signs inthe 
Heavens that could demonſtrate him to be one 


of an high Degree, and to be bleſſed above any 
TT marr 
fore u exa 11 i 2 E Mark the Pro- 
5 | 1 given the Mefiab, the wiſe and know - 
ing Perſons could not but judge chat this was 
2 he, upon which ſome then that ſaw him took him 
5 op in theit Arms with Joy, and declared their Ad- 
5 miration of hat they had lived to ſee. And 
_ 8s ww have the Particulars 3 in the Goſ- 
the Evangeliſts, Who were inſpired to 
; _—_ ta Poſterity what was ſo remarkable at 
« his coming, it will be very:deljghtful to conſider = 
K every ting chat is ſo extraordinary of this Per- 
» i fon at chat Time ; as firſt, the Circumſtances of 
e his Bifth, chat is the Birth ant Incarnation of - : 
: the Bleſſed Jeſus, who proved himſelf to be the |} 
9 true Meſtab, ſomeſof Which wWergrthe Meflages 
= that Were ſent frem Heaven to his Mather the 
f Virgin, and to his Father Fo/zpb,) and to the 
55 Shepherds then we have the Song of Zachariab. 
he dompos d by Inſpirations as well as that of the 
y Virgin, and the [Prophecies of Simenn and of 
= thinks, when they met with the Holy Child in 
y the Temple atithe Time of his Dedication; and 
ot then what a Providence was-ſheyn in the Decree 
5 of Aaguffus Ceſar about à general Tax, which 
at brought him in * Womb to my at 
es f ' Beth» 
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Deichen; and another in gebb Dream fly. 


into Eg to ſecure the Child from the Cruel 
| Defigns of Herod, when he fought his Life fo 
£ . and maſſacred all the Children in 
Bablehen, hoping to deſtroy this new born - King 


And what a ſtrange Phœnomena or Appear- 
ance was that of a new Star in the Hemiſphere, 


that was ſo diſtinct and remarkable, that Wiſe 


Men, or great Aſtronomers, were dire ꝭed out of 
the Eaſtern Countries to go into Judea to Feru- 
ſaltn, where it was the genetal Opinion he would 
be born; and there, by conſulting the Prophecies 
at the Mouth of the Rabbi's, and following the 
ſame Star glitterring more bright, they came to 
Bethlehem, and there found him at an Inn laid in 
aà Manger, and at the ſamie Time aw the Shep- 
herds out of the Fold / that had been told by the 
Angels the glad Tidings of great Joy, and con- 
firmid every thing to theſe Wiſe Men about this 
Birth ofthe King of the Feaut, to whom therefore 
they then preſented thoſe great Preſents they had 
brought, of Gold, Frankincenſe, and of Myrrh. 


2 „„ r eine OUS. * 51 "= Me LEM 
Theſe being the Circumſtances of his Birth, 
how can tliey but be taken notice of, and look d 
out of the Goſpels by Parents and Maſters, to 
be given to the Children they are concern d with, 
as oy are put under proper Titles for their eaſy 
find ing and 1 ears and ſo may remem- 
ber them all the Days of their Lives, to the 
Honour vf the great God, who has done theſe 
wonderful Things, and to keep up their Love 
and Reſpect ſor his Dear Son - Feſas Chriſt, all 
the Time they live upon Earth, till they come 
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to Have the a 18 of ou = the bannen 


"IO. e 
337 a F 4 4 ty es # 
wins HE — 


| Now the Scriptures to this Purp | 
are theſe Which follow... ante 


HE Joyful Meſlage "that was f + | 
from God by the Angel Gabriel to 
the Virgin Mary about her Conception, and 
bearing of a Son to be named Jeſus, and about 
her Coafin Elizabeth's s having a Son in her old | 
Age, to ſatisfy her that her Conception was. 
ble, as being done by the ſame papa 70 od. 
- Lak. +-chap. yerſ: vi. ne £7 


4% 144 i 
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276 TherVirgin Mary s Vide, is. _ Cools E. 0 


Kaberb, and telling her what the Apgel had ad i9 
her, upon which the Babe "D010 in her W 


for Joy. ll. . | . xlvi. > A 129 


3. The Divine Hymn that the Virgin "Mary 
bare the Senſe her Soul had of God's Fa- 
— een ne bet be e I; Alvi. 
ien I] FLAY 3 by 
Ir $9 | 
4. 00 Thon nakes of. ttin 29a) his 

Virgin Spouſe, altered by 9 . paring an. 

gel. who told him that her Conception was 
vine and from: Above, and ee e E. 
Fi Mat. I. XVIii. XXV. ./ 
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. The Decree of the Noman Em- 
peror about a general Tax, which was the Occa- 
_fion of the Virgin's Journey to Bethlehem, and 
of her Son Jeſus being born 1 to _ 4 
Prophecy. Lok. 2: 1 i.. 5 


5. The Genealogy of Chriſt up from 15 Fa. 
ther Jeſeſb in a Line thro! the Family of David, 
thence up to Fadah, and fo to Abraham, thence 
up to Noah, fo to Enoch; to Adam, and to God, 
1 3. Xii. . „ 

7 Tue Apparition of An (o che öh hed as 
they were looking after 12 Floeks i aer Folds 

2 and telling them the Houſe where 

Bleſſed Jeſus was born, and the ä he 

day is.” Tak 2: vii. vi. 
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$4 The She eren Jonny 8 ad 
* finding the Bleſſed Jeſus in an Inn, laid in a Man- 
Ve, with the Wife Men mwah their N 
Nenn 2. xv. * 235 

* Chrig's — and mines; aue. 
Lak. 2. i. f 
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165 The Wiſe 3 direfted by a yew 
Star, came ſtom the Eaſtern Countries to Feru/a- 
lem, to enquire where the Blefled- Jeſus is born, 
an finding bythe Prophecies it muſt be at Berh- 
em! they followed the Direction of the ſame 
Star till they eame to where he is laid in a Man- 
ger, and they make their Offerings as to W 
2 Prieſt, nn. Mer. 2.4, xii. 


* 2 * vu. 
8 Fo 


LY 47 1 , 7. : 
* 14 « 4 2 » — 5. — 


* 


— 


7b A RED HISTORY ris * 
11. Jeſepb's Flight into Egypt with the Child 
| Chrilt Jeſus, e the. Crikey of Herad. - Mar, 


2. Xii. xv. 
12. The Slaughter ot dhe Children's at Babies 


by the Order of Herod, in hopes to deſtroy the 
King of the Jews. "Mat. 2. Xvi. xvill. 


| 3. Toſe ths Ren to N with the 
Child n went the Death of Bored. 1 2. 


bo 14. The Dedication of ths Chita a Jt ro he 
kanne, Luk. 2. Mi. rtr. ! 
, * ; 1 3192 OM 


, 15. The "Jay and Prophecies of n i 
| meeting the Child Jefas in the Temple at his. 
Dedication to the Lord. Lal. 2. * C1 . 1 


16. The Piety, Chaſtity and Perſeverance e 5 
Auna, being rewarded b) meeting the Child | 
| Jeſus in the Temple, ſhe ſings Praiſes to God | 
| for that Mercy. Luk. 2. XXXVi, eiii. * "= 
17. Daiab's + Prophecy of the Child kus v0 ta 
be born of a Virgin. 1/a. 7. X. xvi. 5 oo 


———— Iaiah's Prophecy of Chriſt, (EEE 0 
| Eaneleny of his Perſon, 8 various gh TE; 
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A N D now fince this Divine Perſon of the 
A dab is not only deſcribed as the Chief 
Object of our Love and Admiration, but as 
one moſt worthy and fit to be imitated ; in the 
next Place therefore the Example he has given us 

in his charming. Life comes to be thought of 
wich great Attention in all the Parts of it, as 
What every one ſhould have before his Eyes thro? 
the whole Courſe of his Life, to model - 
Thoughts, his Speech, and his Behaviour by. 
We are then to conſider his Life thro! all the 
Stages, and obſerve and ſnew the Perfection 
of it even from his Youth, when but twelve 
Vears old, what a Pattern he is for Vouths of 
that Age in his Piety, his Zeal for God, and Sub- 
jection to his Parents. Then what Meekneſs 
and Humility appear'd in his Choice of Pover- 
ty; and following the mean Trade of a Carpen- 
ter, and in his Temptations from the Devil, and 
Conflicts with him, how courageous he was ; 
how unwearied and bold he was in his Miniſtry, 
and how indifferent he was to all Friends and 
Relations, and to all Affairs of this Life, in 
|, compariſon to the doing ſis. Heavenly Father's 
Will; what Compaffen did he ſhew to the 
Miſeries of Mankind, and yet with what 
5 925 Authority 
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Die s CREED HIS TORK. i Þ 
Authority does he reprove the Vices even df the | 
Greateſt.” How ſerious and plain and lively are 
his Speeches, ſo chat A* who were ſent to take 
him, "i they heard how he diſcourſed, ſaid, 
that never Man ſpake as he did: And laſlly, 
his Patienee and Magnanimity - thro! all 
Croſſes and Suf of his Life, particularly 
near the Time of his Death, which fills us wich 
the greateſt Aſtoniſhthent that can be, when we 
come to confider the Sublime Power he had to 
deliver himſelf out of all his AMiQions, and yet 
denied himfelf the uſe of all means to that Pur- 
poſe, and ſubmitted himſelf to all his Sufferings 
withont Murmuring or Gainſay ing. - Now: all |} 
thefe Paſſages about his Life and Death are to be. 
| qbſervedoutof the Goſpels; and may be explain= _ 
ed by the Metaphors of a Lamb, a Captain, 
and a Servant, &c. that he is compar d to, 
whereby the Meekneſs and Lowlineſs of his 
Heart, as well as che Courage and Conſtancy of 
huis noble Soul, may be very excellently expreſſed. 
All cheſe Paſſages are proper tobecollefied from 
the Scriptures, and put under Titles for Children 
to learn and fix 1 in their mrs all the 5% 3 
their Lives. 
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The Titles and scaieronzs are 
theſe that follow, viz. 


H E Example Oat mew'd in bs 


Il i .. Youth at-+# Years of Age in going 
d the emple with his Parents, to keep the 


* of the Paſſover. Luk, 2. Xli. xlv. 


2. Jeſus 


10 250 en n o ORY- 


+2." Jefas Chriſt-an Exatiple to young Perſons 
df Prudence and Pigty, 2 Fo . 
| GO C08 WII Oy 


1 % OY A 4 a: 44 


13. . Jeſus Cheitf an Examp le. to young Perſons 
for his Subjection to. his Pants, and other good 
A 12 Yearsof Age. Zul. 2. Xl. Ii. 


© 4: The Example Chriſt gave. to all Perſons of 


growing in Grace, | that is better and wiſer as he 
{ones in- Years- older and older. Lal. 2. xl, li, 


8. The Examples Chriſt has given us of his Zeal 
for his cher 8 Houſe and Glory. Lak. 2.xliu. 1. 


75 The Example of Chriſt in refilling the 
Temptations * 7 Devil, . e of 


17. The Example Chriſt has | given v us in \ bis | 
Zeal ſor bis Gun. = * 19-4 xlv. xlv e 
In Xiii. iii. KEEN 


8. Chriſt an 1 or Rislty in chufing 
an Aſs's Calt to ride on. Mat. 21. x, Xii. Luk, 
* XXiv. XXXVIUL, books Xe... 
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© the Tia, the 1 port "the Bapuif 
was none of the: leaſt; and is Birth, with 


Circumſtances of it, made other Things that 


followed in his . Life the more taken Notice 
of. The Angel that appeared to his Father 
Zacharias, a Prieſt, atthe Aight Side of the Altar, 
and diſcourſed with him ſo lang about this Son 
of his, that his Wiſe, an old Woman, ſhou d bear 
him, made the People, who waited ſo long, very 
inquiſitive, till they knew the Reaſon of his Stay; 


and were'furpriz'd when they found it, and that 


he was fo dumb as not to ſpeak: ta them, and 
his giving this Son a Name ſo different from 
any of his Family, and ſinging ſuch a Hymn 

to-the Honour of God by Inſpiration, was tha 


Occaſion of great Wonder to all his Friends and 


every one that heard it. But that wkich aſto · 
niſned all the Country round about, was the 
rough Habit he were, and the ordinary Food he 
eat; and chieſty. the Doctrine of Repentance 
that he preach'd in the Wilderneſs ſo Zcalouſly, 
that not only Thouſands came to hear him 


from all the Towns and, Villages thereabouts, 
but a great many even of the Prieſts and Pha- 


riſees were inſtructed by his warm Diſcourſes, 
and Herod himſelf hearing of him, ſent for bim, 
and attended on his Preaching willingly. But 


he little minded this Attendance and Audience 


of 
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and among the reſt He, Has whom Herod was 
: guilty of arry ing. did: not eſcape his ſharpeſt 


tngcevery Body wich th 
be call'd upon them to behold and admire as 
tte mae Meſiab 

World, according to the antient Prophecies. 
Thus having taught the Doctrine of true Re. 


a a moſt exemplary 


AGR EB DHS T0-R:Y 
of the Great Onez, his teaching being chiefly 


d meaneſt. Sort of People, 
e Griaceh for the Faults; 


- 


_Reproofs, far Which ſhe owed him, A terrible 
Orudge, and afterward took away his Life. 
Bat for All: this, his great Zeal fot Chris and 
his pure Religion put him upon boldly rebuking 


Vice, and taking all Opportunities of acquaint- 
with the Lamb: of God, whom 


Who was to come into the 


pentance, with great Zeal and Earneſtneſs, and 


prepar'd the Way for the bleſſed Fe/as to enter 
into their Hearts by Faith, and for the Deſcent 


of the Holy Ghoſt- upon them, to change their 
Nature, at laſt he laid down his precious Life 
for ſpeaking againſt an Adultereſs, who ſoon 
got an Opportunity for. demanding his Head, 
which Herod, tho againſt his Mind, order d to 


de cut off and deliver'd to her. 


Thus died that great Man, after he had lived 
lary. Life for his Contempt of the 
Worid, for his Love of Virtue}: for bis high 
Eſteem of Crit, and for his Hatred of Evil, and 

for all thoſe excellent Qualities which made him 
valued far and near, ſo that People flock d to 
him from all Parts, that the Wilderneſs, which 
before was a Deſart, was now full of People 


that reſorted from the populous Cities and 


Countries to hear theſe warm Diſcourſes which 


f he made of the bleſſed Meſiab, who was now 
5 i 1 : = : ; 


come 
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Noth chat we” may "know-the Thath bf theſe 
| Things hers recorded, the Tollowi 

relating to this Subject of Jobi the LE E 

Life and Death, are ſet down underneath With 
ha "Titles" to ther * 75 7 Me e F 
e 4 TG) Ms Uh Ne "3 9 

10 The frange Diſcobrſe that pa ſs'd between 
Zathariah, à Prieſt, and an Angel Tar appear'd 
to him in the Temple, about the Birth and 

ne ol his Son. * 3 v. verſ. XXV. 


2. Mary Aeg boy Couſin Blizaberb, un 
Child tea od in Elizabeth's Womb for Joy on 
ne tb e er ugh ory ROE alv. | 
2 5 SIT ea} «4 184 1 1 22 {I 

4g, The Surprize of his Fandysehen che 

Child was called Jobn, and at recovering his 


Speech aſter he MR N W gre ys 5 
Luk. 1. Wan 


„C ²˙. inel2 els Bred 

The . Song of e at Wk 
Birth of his Son, when he was named Jebn, who 
grew ſtrong in Spirit, and was in the Defarc till 
his rh, rh to . Luk. 1. bevii. bark, 


. Jobn's Preaching i in the Wilderneſs with 
l rough Habit, and coarſe Diet, and his * 
i of Chriſt. A 17 1. vi. ; 
266 of Repentenance "ah F aich in Chriſt. 
Mar. 3. . 
7. 7. Jobs 5 


122 The 8 dan Darts ron r. 
. be of, Jeſus Chriſt in the 
| Wildeme6, wich me Vaan from Heaven, and 
Voice declarivg him to be the Son of Gad. 
Mat. 3. xiii. xvii. ONE i. all. | 


Si 36 62191]. 2 ot | _ 7 
2518. The Death of Jabn the 2 — 
. ordered «6 be bohsaded by Hered at the Requeſt 
of Herodiar, becauſe: Jula had reproved him for 
| Adultery i in Marrying her, who! — 's 
Wie. Mark 6. xiy. Nix. "Ma. 14. i. xi 
fi 43% 5 Fa FT 4 464-4 * 
obn the Baptift, uben in Priſon, todaticfy 
5 9. John ſent two of them to jeſus to knov / 
Whether he was the Mah or no, who appealing 
to the Miracles then done, they u were convinc'd. 
rack eee e 38 quite anth 5 
pc FA SH 0CDS 0597 05... 
10. The —— Jobs the Baptiſt 
by the Bleſſed ow before the People. Mat. 


8 Mann bo. 315 47 + 447 


"y 5 t. The Canfelion 1 Jabs dhe Bogeih, 
— he was, and what he was not, not the 
Chit or __ e 65 Fob. 1. xix. e 
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_ Chriſt's ö P E, R 8 © N, 

And the Sexirrvlze chat mr 

. ſhew "Pony 


| Bike Cirvaniſtnes ef. his Birth, or fiſt 
Appearance in the World, gave thoſe 
Perſons who ſaw and conſiderd them; great 
Hopes of his being a very extraordinary Perſon, 

and eſpecially when Jobn the Baptiſt, who was 
thought ſo bright a Man, yet declared he was not 

worthy to ſtoop down and untie the Latehet of his 
Shoes, that the Bleſſed: Fe/as were ſo, when he 
grew in Vears, and his Perſonal Behaviour 
made his eminent Vertues known, and parti- 
cularly after his taking upon him the Office of 
the Miniſtry from the Time of his being baptiz- 
ed into it by Jobn the Baptiſt. How] many 
Graces and Virtues did he diſeover then that lie 
excelled all Men living; inſomuch that he was 
admired for ſpeaking as never Man ſpake; nay, 
when he was but Twelves Years old, and rei- 
fon'd with the Doctors in the Temple, hear- 
ing them, and aſking them Queſtions, how much 
were they aſtoniſh'd, that heard his Underſtand- 

L 


ing 
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il ing and Anſwers! And this Knowledge of him 
was not only declared by thoſe that were young, 
but he was talcen Notice of amongſt the Learn 
ed in the Laws of Meſet, and envy'd to the 
laſt Degree, for his great and deep Senſe of 
what he knew without Study. And if he was 
fairer than any of the Children of Men, yet 
his outward Grace that ſhone upon his Lips 
when he ſpake, was nothing to the Powerfulneſs 
of his Language and Diſcoùrſe, nor to the Sweet- 

"neſs of his Looks when it poured itſelf all over 
his Countenance, from the Senſe of the Divine 
Subject he was upon. His growing in Years 
when he was come to Maturity, and by Exerciſes 
of Labour, Patience and Self- denial, he was be- 
come a Maſter of all that was Excellent, he 
then began to ſhine with a Brightneſs that was 

eculiar to himſelf, wherever he exceeded all 
ortals, becauſe he was of a Divine Original, 
which united with his Natural Powers, gave him 
peculiar Luſtre and Beauty, which was never ſeen 
ö the firſt Man when he came 
faſhioned out of the Hands of God in his true 
Perfection. And thereforethe firſt Miracle he be- 
gan to work was by providing Plenty of Wine at 

2 Marriage Feaſt, where vaſt Numbers were 
come, and who knew he was there, and the 
Bridegroom could not provide enough for ſo 
many Gueſts; and from thence his Behaviour and 
Fame began to be taken great Notice of, and 
Multitudes after that followed him to ſee and 
receive the Benefit of his Power in healing all 
Diſtempers and Sickneſſes, that they doubted 
not of his doing, who could turn Water into 
Wine; and accordingly he did fo by re- 
| 5 5 | ſtoring 
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ftoring all fuch Perſons to Health and Uſe of 
their Limbs, by caſting out Devils, by raiſing 
thoſe that were Sick, Dying, Dead and Buried, 
to Life and Health again, which gave him ſuch 
Reputation, that they came to him from all 
Quarters and in Crowds; ſo that he took Oe- 
caſion of teaching them, and ſhewing his Deſire 
of Waſhing their Souls as well as their Bo- 
dy, by the ſuitable Inſtructious he gave them 
, +052 53.15 


Thus all the- Scriptures preach Chriſt to us 
and ſhew his Excelleney'; but thoſe which more 
particularly declare him, are the following. 


1. The Divine Original of Chriſt, as he is the 
Son of God, and equal with God the Father, 
who made the World. Jobn 1. i. xiv. 


2. Chriſt the Image of God, better than the 
Angels, whoſe Throne was for ever, a Lover 
of Good and Hater of Evil, Hieb. 1. i. xii. 


. Peter declaring Jeſus to be the Meſſiah. 


4. Medes e CharaRer of Chill, that be 
ws come ſrom God. Johr 3. l. j. 

5. The Character King David gave of Chriſt 
before he appear'd as the M fab in the World. 
Pſalm 45. iv. vii. Eſal. 110. i. iv. | 

6. A Voice from Heaven declaring Chriſt to 
be the Son of God at his Baptiſm. Mat. 3. xiii. 
Xvi. Mark 1. ix. Xi. . | 
7. A Voice from a Cloud, declaring Chriſt 

e >. 
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to be the beloved Son of God, at his Tranfigu- 
ration. Mat. 17. i. v. Mark 9. ii, viii. 
Luke g. xxvili. xxxvi. 5 
8. &. Peter declaring himſelf an Eye:witnefs 
of Chriſt's Majeſty, when he heard the Voice from 
Heayen, telling him that he was the beloved Son 
of God. 2. Pet: 1. xvi. xvii. 
9. St, Paul's ſeeing Chriſt in Heaven in all 
His Glory and talking with him. As 9. i. v. 
10. St. Paul's ſeeing Chrilt in all his Glory at 
the Converſion, and ending hin him to Ananias to be 
baptiz d, who allo ſeeth him. Act 22. vi. 
i. 
11. St. -PauPs declaring the Excellency of 
the n of * Pbil. 3: vil. Xl; 
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FAMOUS MTRACEESG 
1 Dose by the | on | „ 
Io ſhew he was the true Meſfah. 


"AFTER having thus conſider'd the Ex- 
{YN ample the Holy Jeſus has given us in his 
ivine Life, the next Thing that comes before 
us to be admired among the man Things re. 
markable at this Seventh Epocha, is the famous 
Miracles that he did to ſhew his mighty Power, 
and that he was the true Mefiab, which the 


Prophets in former Ages did foretell ſbould: 
come into the World, and theſe were of ſo ma- 


ny kinds, and done without the belp of any 


means, ſome out of his own mere Compaſſion, 


and others at the Solieitation' of the Friends of 
thoſe that ſuffer d, and others, at the Cries for 


help of ſuch as were afflicted, that theſe Acts. 


of bis Power and Merey might be juſtly admir- 
ed by thoſe who 2 — 5 . cou'd 
not but confeſs that the Perſon who did them 
muſt be the great Prophet, that was expected ſo. 
long ſhould come among them. And this Nico 
demus declared himſelf, that no. Man could do 
* ſuck: 


— Miracles as he did except God was with 


And theſe Miracles which our Saviour did 
were of ſeveral Sorts, ſome were wrought upon 
the Senſes, as in reſtoring Sight to the Blind, 

Hearing to the Deaf, Speech to the Dumb, ſome 
in curing Diſtempers, as the Fever, the Pally, 
the Leproſy, and the Dropſy, &c. By his Power 
he caſt out of ſeveral Perſons many ſorts of 
Evil Spirits that they were tormented with. 


and created them much Vexation and Miſchief, 
and out of one Man he forc'd out a whole Le- 
gion of theſe accurſed Spirits, which had vexed 
him for ſeyeral Vears. The frſt Miracle that he 
did was at a Marriage Feaſt, turning a great Au- 
tity of Water into Wine to refreſh the great Num- 


hearing the Bleſſed Saviour and his Diſciples were 
ſome of the Gueſts, where they expected to hear 
ſome of his Divine Diſcourſes, and ſee his Excel- 


by him, to ſatisfy them he was the Meſa, whom 
they had ſo long deſired to ſee, and that he ſoon 
did by feeding ſeveral Thouſand Men, beſides 
Women and Children, with a few ſmall Loaves 
of Bread and a few Fiſhes, and this he did more 
than once, out of Compaſſion to Multitudes of 
People that came to hear him in the Wilderneſs, 


Bread to be got to feed ſo many that flock'd 
after him, Then how wonderfully.did he walk 
upon the Seas in the Storms, to go to his Diſciples 

on board a Ship, and call'd Peter to come to him 


4 
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Some were Unclean, and ſome Miſchievous, 


ber of Perſons that came from all Partsto be there, 


lent Perſon and ſome extraordinary Things done 


and other deſolate. Places, where there was no 


Walking 


1 reer 2 
: * ** I 
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Walking in the lame Weather, till he commanded 
the Storms to | ceaſe and be calm; and they then 
ſaw plainly he had the ſame Power with God 
to command the Winds and the Seas, and they 
obey d them, and ſo they all agreed chis muſt 
be the very Meftah they expecdte. 


3 
made a Woman's Body, that had been Crooked 
Eighteen V ears, perfectly ſtraight again, and a 


| wither'd Hand of another Man to return to Its 


natural Uſe, Bigneſs and Strength; and more than 
all this, he raiſed up ſeveral Perſons to Life that 
were Dead, carrying to be buried, or bad lain 
for ſeveral Days in their Graves. 'This was at- 
_ teſted by ſo many Perſons that knew it before 
'they were Dead and after they came to Life 
again, that the Truth of it was not to be any 

ways queſtioned or dæniqe. 
But the moſt wonderful of all his Miracles, 
and confirmed all People in the Belief of his 
Divine Power, was the raiſing up of his own Body 
out of the Sepulchre where he was buried, 
breaking thro! the Stony Incloſure and the 
Seal that ſecured it as much as human Wit 
could invent, inſomuch that the Roman Guards 
that were ſet to defend ir from all Inſults, muſt 
ſhake at the bright Appearance of his Body com- 
ing thro? that ſtrong Apartment, and for all 
their Courage muſt run away in a terrible Fright, 
and in that Flutter of Spirit tell all they ſaw or 
met in the City of the amazing Apparition, and 
dhe very Truth of every Thing they knew about 
it, and every one of Senſe, as the Romans were 
| „ | | | at 
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at that Time, muſt laugh at ſuch ſtout; Fellows, 
declaring themſelves to be ſo frighted - out- of 
their Senſes and run away at the Sight of fuch 
poor timorous Folks as his Difciples both Men 
:and Women were, therefore what theſe Guards 
ſaid firſt muſt be firmly believed to be the Truth 
by all that heard it, eſpecially when they ſaw 
*afterwards the fame Apoſtles to whom he appear- 
ed many Times, eat and drank and touch him in 
all bis wounded Parts, and declare and confirm 
with Miracles before Multitudes of Perſons, this 
Reſurrection of Chriſt with ſo many Circum- 
ſtances, to the Convittion and 1 e 
4 that beard them. 


And having a general Account of the Mirs- 
oa that our Saviour did, it. will be of great 
-uſe to have before us a Particular of them feve- 
rally as they are recorded by the Evangeliſts in the 
New Teſtament, that ſo we may read and teach 
them diſtinctly as they are ſet down under the 
proper Titles to every one of them, that ſo Chit- 
dren and young Perſons may learn them, and 
have the Satisfaction of RY em as there 
is Occafion. 


1. The firſt Miracle that Chriſt wrought at a 
Marriage, in turning a Quantity of Water into 
Wine. Jobs 2. i. k i. 

2. The Miraclous Power of Chriſt in We 
all manner of Siekneſſes and Diſeaſes. Mat. 4. 
xxiii. xxv. Mark 6. liv. Ivi. | 

3. Chriſt's Satisfying Job's | Diſciples that 
he was the Me//iah, by appealing to the Miracles 
2 their Byes. Lak, 7. xi. xXx. 

4. Chriſt's 
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44§. Chriſt's Power in feeding five Thouſand 
Men, beſides Women and Children, with five 
Loaves of Bread, and two ſmall Fiſhes, Mar. 14. 
xv. xxi. 

5. Chriſt's Walking with St. Peter: upon the 
Sea ina Storm. Mat. 14. xxii. xxxii. 

6. Chriſt rebuking the Sea in a great Storm, | 
it ee Calm of a ſudden. Mark + xXXV. 


7. A Miraclous Draught of Fiſhes. Luk, 5. 
1. 

8. Chriſt healeth Simon" s Wife's Mother, that 
was ſick of a Fever. Mark 1. xxix. xxx1,.. ” 
9. Chriſt reſtoreth one fick mn the Palſy. 
% 3% 54- | 

10. Chriſt healing the Don on n the Sab. 
bath Day. Luk. 14. i. 6. 

11. The Miracle of Chriſt's healing of Ten 
Lepers at once. Luk. 17. xi. Xix. 

12. Chriſt's Miracle in refloring Hearing t0 
the Deaf and Speech to the Damb. Mar. i 
xXki. Xvi. 

13. The Miraele of Chriſt's 5 Sicht w 
the Blind, Mar. 8. xxii. Xxvi. Mat. 9. xxvii. 
xxxi. 

14. Chriſt's Miracle in reſtoring a Lame Man 
to his Feet, that ſat at the Foal of Berbeſda. * 
Serb K ix. 

The Miracle of Chriſt's caſting. out an 
anc! ean Spirit. Mar. 1. xxi. xxviii. | 

16. Chriſt's caſting out a Legion of Devils 
into a Herd of Swine. Mar. $- L Xx. 
17. Chriſt's Miraclous Power in caſting out 
'A Wr , chat had tormented a 


young 
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 *young Man fora long Time from his Childhood, 
Mar. g. xiv. xxvii. | | | 
18. The Miraclous Power of Chriſt in raiſ- 
ing Jairus's Daughter after ſhe was Dead. Lal. 
Axl. oe | 
; 9; The Power of Chriſt in reſtoring the 
Widows Son at Nain to Life, as he was Carry- 
ing along to be buried. Lul. 7. xi xvii. 
20. Chriſt's famous Miracle in raiſing up 
Lazarus from the Grave after he was buried four 
f.. EE: 
- 21. Chriſt raiſeth the Ruler's Daughter to 
Health and Life again. Mat. g. xviii. xix. xxili. 
*XXV1, 3 * RSS; A 7 4 4 Gl; 

22. Chriſt caſleth out two exceeding fierce 
Devils from a Man, into an Herd of Swine. 
Mat. 8. xxviii. xxx. 5 
23. Chriſt reſtoreth the Nobleman's Son that 
Was dangeroufly ill at the Point of Death. 
J. A SIE 
- + 24. Some Choice Scriptures about the Chief 
of Chriſt's Miracles, viz. bis raiſing himſelf from 
the Sepulchre where he was Buried. ; 
25. The ſecuring of Chriſt's'Sepulchre where 
he was Buried by a Watch, and a Seal. Mat. 

27. Kii. Ixvi. FEE Nh 
26. The Apparition of Angels to the Wo- 
men who came to the Sepulchre, giving Notice 
f Chriſt's Reſurrection. Mat. 28. i. viii. Mar. 
. . 5 2-74 
27. The Council of the Chief Prieſts to {hill 
the Watches Evidence of Chriſt's Reſurrection. 
28. TWO D iſci relating to the -1 
| 5 * l 8 Chriſt's 


: * 
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Chriſt's Eating and Diſcourſe with them at Em- 
maus, and how he made himſelf known to them. F 
Luk. 24. xxxviii. XXXVI: ; 

29. Chriſt ſhewing himſelf to all his Diſciples, 


Dilcourſing and Eating with them. Luk, 24. 


9 Chrilt's Satisfying the Doubts of Thomas 
and his Diſciples about the Truth of his Reſur- 


rection, ſhewing by them the Marks of his 


Crucifixion in his Hands, Feet and Sides. Fob. 
20. xxiv. xxix. + 1 2 


|: OL | n FA 
o 


CHRIST. 


Aw now being fully Latisfy'd of the Mi- 
raculous Power of Chriſt, from the Ac- 


count we met with in the Scriptures of the ſe- 


veral Ways by which he exerted it for the Re- 
lief of many Afflicted and Diſtreſſed Perſons, 
by healing their Diſeaſes, by caſting out Devils; 
by raiſing up thoſe that were Dying and Dead 


to Life and Health again, which ccafion'd 
a vaſt Concourſe of People after him, ſome for - _ 
Cure of their Diſtempers, and out of CO 0% 
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>. his « | 6 tr bee ly 
ee Fn or had falſe Notions” of Religion the 

—— te Eternal Happineſs.” Aud as he 
knew they-rauſttbe.under 4 | 


1 2 God. on came the to _ 
Wo and obſerve all that he” aid, and ſuck in his 


ſcended Rem above and therefore thoſe that 
have become his Diſciples in all Ages have em- 
braced the ſame Diyine Principles of Viztue 
that be taught, and delighted in the Practice of 
them; and ſo muſt all Chriſtian Parents and F 
Maſters endeavour the. ſame, and teach the 
8 under them to learn and perform, if 
would approve themſelves to be the True 
— iples of the Holy Jeſus indeed,. and fo muſt 
begin early to teach thoſe Divine Leſſons as they 
are diſcover d and recorded in the Scriptures of 
Truth: Now theſe being made known to ns 
ſeveral ways, either by the Diſcourſes of Chriſt 
with ſeveral Sorts” of Perſons, as he had Oc- 
caſiom on their coming to him, and ſometimes 
in Parables and Compariſons, it will be very 
proper to put theſe Scriptures under ſhort Titles, 
that they may expreſs the true Senſe of them, 
auch then fon Parents and Maſters to write them 
- afreſhr:and giue them to their Children to Learn 
Fa "0 Heart, for the better Remembrance 5 
| thele 
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thele excellent Leſſons, and for the better affect 
ing their tender Hearts with the Love of his 
Heavenly Doctrine, and with an earneſt De- 
fire. of: being obedient to it; ſome Particulars 


of which Scriptures are ſet down with Titles to 


them as. underneath. 


. 4 The Heavenly Doctrine of Chriſt an 
Regeneration, or being born again, in his Diſ- 


_ courle with Nicodemus. Job. 3. i. xi. 


2. Chriſt's Divine Doctrine about the vari- 
ous Effects of the Word of God upon the 


Hearts of Men, in the Parable of the Ser. 


Mat. 13. i. ix. Explain'd Sm werf. x. xxiii. 
Mark 4. i. ix. Explain'd from verſ. x. xxv. 
Luk. 8. iv. viii. Explain'd from verl. is, xv. 


The Bleſſings promiſed to thoſe that i invite the 
Poor wo a Dinner or a Supper. Luk. 14. vii. xi. | 


The DoArine of Chriſt about che laſt Judg- 
ment, in the Parable of the good Seed and the 
Tares. Mark 4. xxvi. xxix. Mat. 13. XXIV. XXX. 
Explain'd: from verſ. xxx vi. xliůi. 


Chris Excellent Doctrine e the ons 


Beginning but greater Grants of Divine Grace, 


in the Parableof the Muitard Seed. Mat. 13. 


xxxi, xxxii. Mark 4. Xxx. in, *. 75 | 
xviti. xix. rs 


The Doctrine ** Chiiſt about the great, 
thougR 


135 2 dec DEEDS: T'OR Y. 
thaugh + fecret BfAbAts!of | God Grace in t 
Herable of Leaven. a 134 Xi. W 
lat. tg. ak 7. 9 ebe 51100 TN? = 
e pg abont the un 
1 ds Holy Spirit, in the 
Parable Aa reaſure... Mat. 48. * IRS 


Kit ee deer 
Mat. 13. Aly. xlvi. 


The Wiſe Chriſt about the dif- 
ferent Ends of good and bad Men, in a n 
of the Net. Mat. 13. xlvii. li. 


The God-like Doctrine of Chriſt about For- 
efvinds. of Injuries, in a Parable of a King 
taking Account of his Servants, + Mat. 18. xxi. 
xxxv. 


Cbrifls Wee ode by the 
Parable of the Prodigal Sou. Luk, 1 5. x. 
xxxi. 1 


LEY is 1 


Chriſt s 185 APR ING ant Compaſiion | 
to the Afflicted, in the Parable of the good Sa- 


maritan, ſhewing who is our Neighbogr. Lal. 
10. xx v. KR vii. 7 Tit 18 EY TY} +7 445 A.” ; 


N 


Chriſt's Doctrine "how Mag ons it is to be 
long Barren under the Means of Grace, in the 


Parable of the Fig- Tree _y the dfwlap rant 
Luk. 1 3. r 
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„ of Chriſt about the mean 
ers d ove of -owTelvesz/ When 


we Rave ne our beſt to Pleaſe God. Lul. * 
* 
— ko wi agg 
ſelves ata Dinner dr Suppe r; WAR Pla e 


to take. Eu, 34. vii. xi. 105 wh 


Chriſt's Doctrine about. he Th . refur - 
ing the Offer of Divine, Grace pg any 1 
whatever, in a Parable of; e Supper. 1 . | 
xv. XXIV. | 
_ Chriſt's Heavenly Doctrine about Dilige 
and Perſeveranee in a good Life, by a Parable of | 
Build ing and Fighting. Lal. 14. xxv. * ü. 


The Tenderneſs of Chriſtin perſwading es 
Sinner to repent, by the Trmanee of che loſt 
Sheep. Auk. 15. i. vii. pt 4 


'"Chrift's Dodrine in 2 8 Men 10 repent, 
by the nbi 15 the _=_ prev of Silver.” Fak. 
| * vin . 4% W ne ee 0, 


Chriſt's Dodrrine about prudence and F aithful- | 
neſc in . the Gifts of Grace, from the 
Parable of the good Steward. en 160i. il. 


More Scriptures about the Doctrine 
_ of CuIRST. 


Chris Doctrine about the readful State of 
the Rich, and happy State of the Poor in ano- 
ther Life, by the Parable of the Rich Man and 
Lazarus, Luk, 16. xix. xxxi. - 21 Anh os 
* ILSS | M 2 - The 


— 
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The Doctrine of Chriſt. about earneſt Pra 
and the Fruits of it, from a Parable of the 


Importunate Widow. Lk. 18. i. viii. 


The Wisdom of Chriſt's| Doctrine about 
Pride and Humility, by the Parable of the Pha- 
riſee and the Publica Lak. 18. 3: viii. | 


| : Chris Doctrine about the Rewards of Ver- 
ture, as we improve the Calls of Grace, by the 
Parable of the Labourers. Mat. 20. i. xvi. 


_ © Chriſt's Wife Doctrine about the Neceſſity of 
being ready to give an Account when he comes 
to call us; from the Parable of the Fen Virgins. 

Mat. 25. i. xiii. 


The Doctrine of Chriſt about the good and 
bad Uſe of the Precious Gifts he lends us to im- 
prove, from the Parable of the Talents. Mat. 
25. xiv. 'xxvi. | | 


Chrift's Doctrine about the Dan of ſlight · 
ing the Mercies offer d in his Goſpel, from the 
Parable of the Marriage. Mat. 22. i. xiv. 


- Chriſt's: Heavenly Doctrine about the Spiritual 
Worſhip of God, in his Excellent Diſcourſe 
with-a-Woman of Semeria. Job. 4. v. xxvi 
The Excellent Doctrine of Chriſt about. the 
Way to Eternal Life, and the Danger of Riches, 

in his Diſcourſe with a young Ruler and his Dif- 
eiples. Dub. 18, xviii. xxx. Mark 10. xvii. 
SS M0. 
_ | . Chriſt's 
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Ohiitt mskes the PB, Ho 5rf cuidemnfhem- 
. ſaves, when they come to haue him condemn 
a Woman taken * Adulteryvs Fabl: Ll Vee yp 


The Doctrine 6f Chrli boats the Love of 
God and our Neighbour, in 100 Heister with 
a Lawyer: Luk. 107 XXV. 1385 ri 5 15 5 4 
The Heavenly Doctrine of Chrit bout the 
Bleflings promiſed to the Poor and Meek, and 
thoſe that ſuffer for his Sake, and have other 
good Qualities there mention'd.”. Mar. 951 vil, 
i 
Chriſt's Racourgenient of Mary for chooſ- 


ing and minding the one e ee Luk. 
10. xxxviii. RAG LEW 53h 210 1 A 


* . 
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-Clnift's ab Doctrine about the Things that 
defile a Man, in his n 0 the 1 | 
Mark” 7. xiv. RI n 200 le q Five 
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Chriſt's tender Compaſſion to Children, and 


a _ TY ne Behaviour towards 
em. * 58 215 HRA 39812 3 * 
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Chriſt's Doctrine about Prayer. 


ND thus having obſerved the Paſſages: in 
A A general that relate to Chriſt's Heavenly 
| rine, we muſt by no. means. forget: in 
[oof wenn? what he has. taught. us about Prayer, 
oth:by his Word and Example, ſince this is 
one of the great Points that all Perſons ought 
to be well inſtructed in from their Youth: that 
they may learn to have a juſt Idea of the 
great Object of Divine Worſhip, of the proper 
Diſpoſition and Temper that our Souls ſhou'd 
be in for this Duty, and know what Sort of Re- 
que ſts, Prayers and Petitions are beſt. to be of - 
fer'd up to the Great God, and upon whoſe 
Account and Intereeſſion we may hope for an 
Anſwer. And then may be ſhewn them ſo great 
Advantage the Uſe of the Form Chriſt has pre- 
ſcribed us, and of every Part: of it, and with 
What Devotion it ſhould be expreſs'd; agreeably 
the State of our Souls, and to the Senſe of thoſe 
Things we have moſt need of: All which young 
Perſons who are apt to be too haſty, ſhould be 
put in Mind of delivering with proper Pauſes, 
that fo their ſincere Deſires, their Faith, Love 
and Humanity may be well and fully diſcover'd, 
and the Poſtures of their Body may join with 
the good Diſpoſitions of their Souls to make 
their Sacrifice the more acceptable to the Divine 
Majeſty, to whom it is offer d at the Throne of 
Grace. | 3 5 | 
And 


Andchete the Scriptures relating to the Form 
of Prayer Chriſt has taught us, are to be put under 
proper Titles, to be learn'd. by: young People 


and Children, that they may gather them, and ſiæ 


in their Minds what they are to repeat, with all 
Seriouſneſs, for promoting Religion and Piety as 
they grow up to a riper Age. e 


And the chief Seriptures to this Purpoſe are 


| Chriſt's Excellent Doctrine about Prayer, a8 
to the Privacy and Form of it. Mat. 6. v. xv. 


What Chriſt teaches about Prayer, as to che 
Form, Earneſtneſs and End of it. Lab. 1 1. I. xiii. 


Chriſt's Heavenly Dodtrine about laying a good | 


Foundation in Religion. Mat. 7. xiii. xvii. 
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Chrits Prophecies of Things to 


come before and aſter his Death. 


HUS after the Bleſſed Jeſus had anſwer d 
E the Character of the. true M:/jah, and 
inſtructed Mankind in the Duties of a Chriſtian 
Life by his Heavenly Doctrine, giving them all 


the Reaſon to believe he was the troe Prophet 
that was to teach them, by the wonderful Mi- 


racles he wrought before their Eyes; he began 
chen to prepare them for his Departure out of 
the World, by ſeveral Prophecies he 2 

| befote 
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before his Diſciples about his Death and the 
Manner of his Sufferings, which ſurpriz*'d them 
exceedingly, when they heard him to talk fo 
ſeriouſly about it, for they thought now he was 
the very Perſon of the Miah, and was come 
'_ among them; they could not imagine that he 
would ever leave them, however, not till he 
had eſtabliſh'd his Kingdom in the Earth, and 
deſtroy' d the Roman Empire and all their Ene- 
mies; ſo they had no Notion of any Thing but 
of his living always with them, and at laſt of 
deſtroying Death, and him that had the Power 
of Death, which is the Devil; and therefore when 
he was talking to them of leaving the World, by | | 
ſuffering a Death ſo full of Shame and Miſery as 
Crucifixion was, they were exceedingly amazed, 
and would not believe a Word of it, but endea- 
vour'd to divert him from the Thought of ſo 
= melancholya Subject, till he ſatisfied them that it 
"= muſt be ſo, and it would be all for their Good, by 
© inſpiring them with great Gifts and Power from 
Above, when he was aſcended up from them into 
* Heaven, and he told them that he ſhould not 
only ſend them a Comforter from Above, but 
receive them to himſelf when they died, and 
come again at the laſt Day to judge the World, 
and make them and all his Followers for ever Rs 
happy with him in his Kingdom of Glory; but 
before that Time his Kingdom upon Earth was 
to be deſtroy'd and all the Splendor of it, with 
all that were Enemies to it. Now theſe Pro- 
phecies of our Saviour being recorded in the 
New Teſtament, it will be very neceſſary to 
have them learn'd by young Perſons and Children 
very early, and under proper Titles, to 8 
e | them 


World; in à Parable of the Field of Wheat 


Net. Mat. 13. xlvii. hi. 


ſwading his Diſciples to a Life of Self dena. 


Xvii. xix. Mark 9. xxx. . 
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them the better remember d, and the Senſe of 
them underſtood with more Pleafure; ſome. of 
the Chief of which are choſe out and put in the 
following Method for this Purpoſe,, 


Our Saviour's Prophecy of the End of the 
ſpoil'd with Tares. Mar. 13. xxiv. XXX. 
The Parable explain'd. Mat. 13. Mi. iii. n 


_ Chriſt's Prophecy of che Puniſhment of the 
Wicked at the laſt Day, from the FRA ofthe 


The Prophecy of Chriſt about his e 
reward all Men according to their Works, per- 


Mat. 16. xxi. XXxv. 


"1 Prophecy of: Chriſt concerning himſelf, of 
kis being betreyeS anc kilted, and riſing again. 
Mat. 17. xxii. xxiv. 


Chriſts telling bis Diſciples, by way of Pro- 
pheey, that he ſhou'd: be detray d to be con- 
demn'd, mock' d, e e and crucified, and 
after he was dead ſhau'd riſe again. May. 9 


Chriſt's Prophecy. of the Miene and La- 
mentations of his Servants that are found un- 
e at his — to Judgment. Mar. 


Chriſt's 


P . 
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26. Xxx. XXXY, 


Chriſt's Prophecy of the General Reſurrection, 


ſome to a bleſſed Life, and * to Pumnazion. | 


Fobn 5. Xxv. xXix. 


Chriſt's Prophecy of his coming as a OY 


| F. im Giory to judge the World, and to reward or 


puniſh. according to. the Good Men have Gone 
or not done. Mat. 25. xxx, Avi. 


Chrilt's tines Prophecy of the terrible 
Deſolation of Jeruſalem. Mat. 23. * XXXiX, 
Chriſt's Prophecies of the Peas being rejefted, 
and of the Gentiles being called. Lu. 13. 


xxiii. XXX. 


* Chrilt's Prophecies of the Miſeries of . 
A at his ſecond n A. 24. 


Chriſt's Prophecy of the Deſtruction of the 


Temple and Feru/alem, and of the Hog going 
before. Lu. 21. v. xxiv.0 _ 


Chriſt's Prophecy of his Glorious n 


and of the Signs going before. Mark 1 3. 


xiii. Xxxvii. In, 23. Ax. XXXVi. 


Chriſt's Prophecy of he + Soltennh of his 
coming to Judgment. Lu. 17. XX. XXXVll. 


Cbriſt's Prophecy of all his Diſciples for- 
| raking him, and Peter's, denying him. Mar. 


| Chrilt's 
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Chriſt's Prophecy of the Coming of the Hel) 
Ghoſt the . HE; 16. v. XV; xvii. 


xxiv. | 


Chriſt's er before the _ Prieſts, 5 


of his ſecond . to Wen * 14s 


Ix. Ixil, 


| Chriſt's. pee of the Suddenneſs of bis | 
Coming to Judgment, and of the Danger of be. 
ing unprepared, in the Parable of the ten IL 17 vain. 
Mat. 25. i. Xii. | 


Chriſt's Prophecy of 2 wems kim, 
Mat. ha xx. xxv. 7 
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Sorrramos of Canter, 


La 


and the. Circumſtances of * 1 


DEATH. 


| ND now it is very remarkable that after | 
the Meſiabh was come into the World, 
for the InftruQion of Mankind, and began to be | 
ſo agreeable to thoſe that ſaw and heard his Di- 
vine Doctrine, that he was become the Delight 
and Admiration of every Body, that yet for all 


this 


4 — : 
— . 2 * #* 


* 5 2 
M1 


— 
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cis, he Was fo far from tarrymy or defiring to 
ſtay in this Place, tho' he might well ink of 
the Pleaſure he muſt enjoy, particularly in ſeeing 
che Good he did an d was capable of doing, which 

muſt bea vaſt Satisfaction to fo great à Soul as 
his was, yet he was pleaſed to deny himfelf all 
this, as well as the Power he had to of avoiding 
thoſe Grievous Sufferings upon 'the Croſs, when 
he could have prayed to his Father, the Lord of 
Hoſts, who couldimmetiarely have fenthim more 
thantwelve Legions of Angels to have reſcued 
him out of the Hands of his Bloody Perſecutors, 
which he not pray ing for, and his Father not ſend- 
ing him in this great Diſtreſs, he cried out in that 
moſt diſconſolate Expreſſion, Eli, Eli, which being 


interpreted, ſigniſies, d, my God, uby haſt 
Meou for faken mc! At yereſterwardouphir other 
Thoughts perceiving the good Pleaſure of God his 

Father was that it ſtiould be ſo, and that his 
Juſtice wou'd be ſatisf d no otherwiſe than by 
theſe his willing Safferings for Poor Miſerable 
Sinful Man, he reſigns himſelf entirely to the 
Divine Wall, by ſhewing .a Grandeur of Mind, 
an Exceſs of Love beyond any Thing that ever 
was known he fore or ſince; by Human Nature 
being united with the Divine, enabling him to 
perform ſo great a Sacrifice, or do exert ſo Pow- 


The Order of Providence in carrying on this 
Whole Affair was the moſt Wonderful of any we 
ſhall meet with in all Hiſtory, of which the Of- 
tering of his Son T/aac by his Father Abraham, 
which was very extraordinary, was an — 
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| of "this Obedience ; every Pallage therefore relat- 
ing to his Excellent Subjett is to be read and ſeri. 
 6vfly thought of with great Attention, and put 
into the beſt Order, that it may be remember d 
diſtinctly, and make an Impreſſion upon us ſuita · 
ble to the great Matters it treats of, and eſpecially 


upon the tender Minds of young Perſons, Who 
may, when they find theſe ſolid Things fo Divine - 
ly expreſsid and in fo ſhort a Compals, learu 
with ' Pleaſure and Admiration the firange: 
Things there Recorded, that God has done and 
Chriſt has Suffered for our Sakes to deliver us 
from the Power and Miſeries of Sin, to recon- 
cile us to himſelf, and to make us Partakers of 
of the Happineſs he deſigned for us, that being 
cleanſed from the Corruption that has ſpoil'd 
our Nature, we may be made fit for the Pleaſures 
at God's Right Hand which were deſign d for us 
by our good Creator, and have been debarr'd 
from, by the Fall of our firſt Parents, by the 
Subtlety and Malice of our greateſt Enemy the 
Devil, which occaſioned the Corruption of all 
human Nature ever fince to him and all his 
| ered wee ae Hoch 


Now the Sufferings of Chriſt, our dear Saviour, 
for the Remedy of theſe Evils and the Recovery 
of our Immortal Souls; being fo diſtinctly record- 

ed in the New Teſtament, ſome by one of 
the Apoſtles, and ſome by another, are there ſet 
down in order from thoſe Sacred Writings to be 
Learn'd particularly by Heart, that every one 
may come to remember them with Eaſe and Sa- 
3 The 


LFSTORY, 


* 


SACRED. 


Thouſand Years after the Creation of the World, 


When Anguftus Cæſar was Emperor of Rome, an 
Pontins Pilate was Governor of Juda, under 
| Whoſe Government this Bleſſed Jeſus the Meta- 


was. crucified by the Inſtigations of the Chief 


Prieſts and others among the Jr, who out 
of Envy ſought his Dea And the Place where 
he ſuffer'd was at the City of Feruſalem, at a 


Time of a great Feſtival called the Feaſt of the 


Paſſover, at a publick * Time when the Jenes and 
Proſelytes from all Parts uy the Wan were, 


wed to reſort. 113 4. 
5 The 8 a Chrif's Ya 


SE A plain Prophecy of Chriſt himſelf, that . 6 C 
was betrayed * be crucited. | Mas. 26. i. iv. 


The C onſ racy of the Chief Priefts to take 


away the Life of Chriſ. Jobn 1 xlyii. wü. 8. 


EKR 


The Anointing of Chriſt Body withi a pre- 
cious Ointment for his Burial. Mat. 26. vi. Xii. : 
| Jobs 12. 1, vii. 


The r of ei in coming with the 
Chief Prieſts to a the Bleſſed * into their 


Power. Lu. 22. ni. Fe ,. - 


Chriſt's Preparation for keeping of the Paſs 
over. Mari 14. Xii. xvii. 295 5 


"The d Thidg ro be ger d is the Time 
and Place. of our dear Saviour's” Sifferings and 
Death upon the Croſs, and that Was 1 Four 


Christ's waſhing his Diſciples Feet, FM 
: _ wiping 


* 
ren . 
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| wiping: them. with.a:T.ovel. be Was het oh with. 


ngf the Sacrament.ofabd Lord's 

Y Ari, xx Mark 1. xxii. 

n 5 e erde 1 14ẽjjẽjſ os 
Ain! 205 vo Deilien:? 


out: Juda for: the Perſon 


N. ery * Ife 1 598 nf JH. Jen 


| . — 15 Beere that ſhauld N bim. 


* 13. i. xvii·· 21 417 JB. 28 N. B92 
- I8vifts? 


A Contention among be Hicipies 'of Chriſt, 


who ſhould be the greateſt. Le. 22. xxiv. xxx. 


Chriſt's new — to 'bis is Diſciples, 


A 13. . . 


Chriſt's fore telling that Bie; mould den 
him „Jobs 1 3 xxxvi. xxxviii. | 


' Chriſt's foretelling that all his Dikiples ſhould 
forſake him. Mart 14. Axxi. xxxi. 5 


Chriſt's excellent Diſcourts to is Diſciples, 


to prepare and comfort them a gainſt his Paſſion. 


John 14. the whole Fre bo, the I ho whole 


chapter, the 16. whole- WEE 


The Divios Prayer of the 1 "PR be- 


| fore his Paſſion. Jon the 1 7. whole chapter. 


Chriſ's Ag gony pd Pra er in the Garden, 
and Diſcourſe with his jor before his 


Paſſion. Mat. 26. xxx vi. xlvi. Lu, 22. Xxxix. 
xlvi. 


N 2 . The 


a Ie. 


— — at. — 
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The San 25 ize and Confuſion of the Officers, 
n 


7 


| who were fent to * the Bleſle ed Jeſus.” * 
| 18. iii. ix. 
* Judas betrayerh Chriſt with a Riſs. It. 
„ v; | ; 
Malchus' 8 * cut of ad ae. Ls 22. 


| al. li. 0 


Chiit's A with the Officers les they 
took him. ta. 22. Ji. liy, * 


Chris's Difciptes all forſake N when he 15 
taken. Mark 14. 1. li. 5 


1 The Wann of Chriſt by falſe Witneſſes, 
; and, their Abuſes of him. Mark 14. lv. Av. 


Peter's Denial of Chriſt three Times, and his 
N Mark 14. Ixvi. Ixxii. 


17% Chriſt's Accufation before Pilate, who de- 
clares him Innocent. Jobs 18. xxv. xl. 


Pilate ſendech Chriſt to Herod, before whom 
| the Chief Prieſts vehemently accuſe him. 1 22 
Hi 3 


| The Deſpair and Death of Fudas, who had 
bea che Bleſſed Jeſus. Mat. 27. fi. x. 


© Pilate' s Reaſoning of Chriſt's Innocence; and 
Delire to releaſe him, IX. 25. xiii. Xvi. 


Pilate 


be sAchEDHTST O RY. rr 
5 Pilate releaſes ©] N, the Robber againſt 
his own Judgment, and condemns the Holy 
Jeſus to be Crucihed at nn $ AAS 


Mark 15>, vi. RS $443 thai 


Pilate's clearin himſelf of Chrid's Blood: 
and the Jews. witking his. Blood on their own. 


Heads, Mat. 27. 5,44 xxv. N PEER 


Pilate delivers Chriſt up to the ERY who, 
after Scourging and Abuſing him, take him, 
away to Crucify him. Mat. 27. xxvi. xxxi. 


Pilate's preſenting Chi in again before the 
Chief Prieſts and the Jews. Jobn 19. iv. v. 


Pilates Queſtions with Chriſt, and Deliggs- ta, 
releaſe him. Fohn. 19, viii. xii. 


Pilate's "IE: in ans Behalf. 75. 195 
xili. XV. 


Chritt's bearing his Croßz- and Simon J belp- 


ing him to bear it. Lu. 23- XxVi. XXII. 


Chriſt rd Wien to alla. bis Thicf;. 
and his Garments parted. Mat. 27. xxxili. XXXVI.. 


The Superſcription on his Cross, 1 the Time 
and Companions of ta Crucifixion, Mats. = 


15. XXV. XxViii. 


Chriſt upon ie Cross it in alk his! Agony NF 
for his 6 Murtherers. 1 23. Xxxii. *xxiv. 
WT: "5 | 5 


2. which is Penſtont and promiſed Pard 
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Chriſt Cruciſied between two Malefaftors, 


1 23. N xl. a 
Chrif's Third upon waer ls ; Ling to kis 


Necker, and Dying.” Fob 19. xv. XXX. 


Woe Af NE If: 


Chriſt's: Mahns Cry: and Expreſſions, all 


the Time of his Death. Mark 15. xxxiii. iii. 


lehr. Oy, last Words and Death upon the 
Croſs, with the Centurion's Saying 11 Tu. 


23. Avi. xlix. 


None of Chriſts Bones broken. Fobn 19. 


XXX. xxxvii. | 


The Earthquake and Eds of the Sun, 
and other Wonders at Chriſt's * Mat. 
275 I. Ur. 


The 8 of the 8 5 ST of the 


. Spectators, at the Sight of Chrif s Death, La. 
1 ex Xlix. 


"The ec en 25 CnRIST, 


A 


After thus 38 8 True concern 
the bitter Agony and Sufferings of the Bleſſed 


Jeſus, about the Time of his Death on the 


Croſs, we are then to paſs on to the next great 


Article of our Faith, which is the gth Thing 


Remarkable at the Tithe: of his Coming, and 
that was Chriſt's Reſurrection from the Dead. 
And 
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And this we are to make too the, Suhject of our 
ſerioms Thoughts, that we may be able to inſtruct 
the Youth under our Care, by explaining the 
Meaning of this Reſurrection, and proving the 
d 'Truth and Certainty of this wonderful Fact. 
They muſt underſtand then by his Reſurrection, 
his coming to Life again with the ſame Body 
that ſuffered upon the Croſs, till he died and 
was buried, and the third Day after was revived: . 
again by the ſame Soul that departed out of it. 
And this is ſo neceſſary for us to believe was 
true, that if he, had not come to Life again, 
all Mankind muſt have lain under the Power 
of Sin and Death, and all his Sufferings wou'd 
have not avail'd any Thing towards the Re- 
miſſion of our Sins, and ſo the Wrath of God 
would ſtill have remained upon the whole Race 
of Adan. We are therefore concern 'd not only 
to underſtand this Truth of Chriſt's Reſurrection, 
but prove it by all the Paſſages and Cireum- 
ſtances related about it in the New Teſtament ;. 
that ſo it may be evident even to the weak Faith 
of Children and Vouth, and they may be ſa- 
tisfied that it was as poſſible for the Body of 
Chriſt, when dead, to revive, as we ſee it is for 
the Leaves of the Trees and Graſs, that die 
in the Winter, to comaaagain, and ſpring forth 
_ afreſh in the Spring and Summer, as it does every 
" Year. But this Reſurrection of our Saviour is 
alſo; proved to be Matter of Fact, by the clear 
Evidences we have of it in the Ggſpels, by bis 
appearing to the bold Roman Guard, that watched 
the Sepulchre where. he was buried, who run 
away in a Fright, and told all about in the City 
of Feruſalem, what they had ſeen of this Glo. 
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. Then 24ly, he made him- 


—_ 2 F : 


ſelf known''to the God Women that attended 


him in his Life-time, and came to ſee what Was 
become of him after he was buried. And, 3dly, 


he ſhew'd imſelf ſeveral times to his Apoſtles, 


and made cbm ſeuſible that it was he himſelf, 
with the Marks of the Wounds in his Feet, his 
Hands and his Side, that he had upon the Croſs; 
theſe they ae and convinced them, that it was 
not his Spirit, but his very Perſon that they ſaw, 
by his Eating Drinking, Fiſhing and Con verſing 
with him, and a Spirit had not Fleſh and Bones, 
as they ſaw) und felt he ha. 


— 


By all Which Mani feſtion of himſelf, the 
Bleſſed Jeſus ſhewed that he made the Appear- 


anee and took upon him the Figure of a mighty 


Conqueror, who had led Captivity Captive, 
had overcome Death and Hell, and all the Pow- 
ers of the Devil, preparing thus to aſcend with- 


out Interruption towards the Right Hand of God, 


that he might become a Saviour, a Redeemer, 
and High Pyieſt to intercede for us in all our Trou 


bles and Miſeries, and to make our Prayers ac- 


ceptable at the Throne of God our Heavenly 


Mo thus no.the the Evidences of Chriſt's 


Coming to Life again after his Death and Bu- 


of ſuch Courage and Spirit, could not be fright- 
ed out of their Senſes to think they ſaw a great 


Stone that was a Door to the Sepulchre remov- 
ed out of its Place for a Body: to come out of 
the Grave, and appear in ſuch a bright manner, 


if 


rial were very clear, the Roman Guards, Men 
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if it was not tre, and farythem. to report it to 

ſo many of the Prieſts and their Acquaintanee. 
if they did not prove it undeniably; and why 
ſhou'd the Prieſta give them ſuch large Sums of 
Money to ſiap their Mauthe, if they didnt 
believe What they ſaw. Was Matter of Fact nnjh,n 
the good Women that came with ſa m,. n- 
cern to look for his Body and cou d not find it 
where it was laid, what ſhould: make them ſo 
ſurpriz'd when they met him in the Way back, 
if it was not his very Perſon alive again, with all 
the Marks of the Wounds made inchis Hands, 
Feet and his Side, when he was Cruciſiedꝰ And as 
they were a Fiſhing, and after catching: Fiſh and 
Boiling ſome, he eat with them; and laſt of all 

alilee, where, after ſome Diſcourſe with them, 
he aſcended in the Sight of them all upwar 
2 3 till a Cloud receiv d him aut of their 

1 „ e OY US! fe BR 1154 


Theſe Particulars being under-proper Titles, 

according to the Scriptures that relate to them, are 
do be learn' d as mention d anderneath, which will 
be an excellent Means of begetting and inereaſ- 
ing the Faith of ſuch young Perſons as are 
learning to be acquainted with the firſt Principles 


4 * 4 * > 
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Scriptures about Chrift's Reſurrection. 
1. Toſebh of Arimathea's begging | Chriſt's 
Body of ' Pitate, in order to bury it in his own 
new Sepulchre. Mark 19. Alii. xi. 


* 
4 wt 


5: a 


230 of Ore 
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1 and 


nll 94/26; Having begg'd Chriſt's 


<0 „ 5 it with Spices in order 
5 22 it. "7a: ws "xXxylii. xlii. * 
al of Chrit's "Bad 5 In a Sepul. 
4 eh N W | . *. ü. 
. 1 1 . e 
wy 1 a by | ſetting a Watch and 
ſeating the ing to xr ac the oy from being 
Nolen. Mat. 27. Ixii. xvi. a 


Fe f:7thg cake ol} Apparition of Angels | 
: 4 Refurretion.. to bid the Women tell 
bis Biete that he was +, obo and where 4 

e ſee him. Mat. 28. i. v | 


6. The Trembling 


of the Women at pat 


the Angels 


told them of Chriſt's Reſurrection. 


Mart 16. i. vill. Lak, 24. i. ix. A 


7. Sk. Paths and: St. Tabw's 3 | Halle to + ih Se- 
blase ſee what they cou'd, as to what Ma- 
ry reported of Chriſt's Reſurreflion, ay 4 
20. 1.x. 


Fe HZ Va 5 2 - 
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« * 
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8. The bine 1 of the - Chief Priefts to ſtifle 
the Watch's* Evidence of 85g Reſurreftion. 
f Mar. 28. ai. A 72 95 


9. The Dilcoirſe' of 60 e Diele with 
Chria i in the Way to Emmaus * his Reſur- 
rection. Mart 16. xüi. xxiii. Lu. 24. xlil. 
xxVii. 


— 2 LEE > of wh 


. 8. Chriſt's 


ſons of his Su 5 
Ghoſt to his ee n 
24. xlv. xlix. 


10.Chiif's Can is wa 
being TP and Divide is Dies vie with 
82 Job. 20 xix. xxiii. 8 ft 4 i þ cn Na 
3 8 us 3D 

11. Chrif's Latisfy; che D. Donbe 
and of all Wien pp 6s, about £ 1355 
Reſurreftion, by 8 4 5 the Marks 


* and Side. As 20. Wee 


9. Chrilt's0 1 e. Rea 
r 


Li mY 152 14951 


12. "The many „ Thin the e ea Jeſus dd 1 
for the n 0! our Faith in! W ; 


rection. Job. 20. XXX, xl. : 


« SS 


13. The Ap 1 the Bleſſed. Jeſs to, ; 
ſeveral of his les 15 the Ses of. Merits . | 
| and eating with 2 Job. 21. 1. xiv, ee, - 


14. Chriſt's Queſtions, Charge and Diſtourls . 3 | 
to Simon Peter, about le loving him and feed- | 
: ing his Sheep and his Lambs, 555 21. xv. xix. 


15. St. Peter's Queſtions to Chriſt about St. 


Jobn, and his Or of his Anſwer. Jb. 
21. Xx. X 1iv. 


16, Chriſt's a ppearing to five hundred Brethren | 
at once K 1 Cor, 15-1. x. 


Chriſt's 


2 
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18. St. Peter hd that by Virtueof Chrif's $ 
wv hs lame Man's was teltored, Als 


2 ' I 
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19. St. Peter aflerts the | Miracle hike 65: . 


that was reſtored to be owing to 
af 2 e — 
| — xvi. *r) 1 . 1 


20. St. Petey boldly affirms that 3 the 
1 . Wulk was owning to the Power of of 
un, aud his Refurretion. £25 4. viii. xii 

21. Upon St. Peter's Laid ic G er 
. Chriſt, and the Truth of his Reſurrection, the 
Holy Ghoſt deſcends upon Cornelius and all his 
Family. 42: 10. „ Xliv. 


22. St. Paul. explains a Prophecy of David, 


a__— it proves the Truth of I er 
413. xv. XVI, W 


lame 4 lan 


Thus the Scriptures relating to the Reſurrecli- 
- on of Chriſt, as well as to the other Particulars 
remarkable at Chriſt's Coming in the Fleſh, 
being deſcribed with proper Titles expreſſing the 
Contents, it. will now be very ſeaſonable to go 
on to the next Thing obſervable which i is of 

eourſe ö and e 2 


n ets, DEN 
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groſs aud heayy Parts, ſhogld mount 
the Earth of itſelf, as hit Bodyidid:; 
AJ dene dots 2 a of 1 


Truth, theſe great Truths are. 


Earth, ſaying, Whatſoever: you 
8 ther in my Name, he will hear vou. ThesScrip- 
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Maje prong Father. 12 that _ 
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full 7 4 
that every one may be . 


tere are to believe them, ſo. that any ane under 
Affliction or Concern for Sin i in 5 g oficnded. 


God may lift up their Mind . 
Hg ſtanding at the Righ ih, ang be 
pray with Confidencefor his 2 aud | 
beliexe | 5 ſhall he heard ever 9 e wants, 
and this our Saviour aſſured us , when upon 
ask the Fa- 


tures upon this Subject being 2, in Order * 4 
neath with the Titles to them, it will be very 
good for young People to learn them by Heart, and 
that ſo they may remember and repeat them up- 


on ſuitable * and BY .are theſe that 
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the Truth of our Saviour's Reſprreclicn, and 
that ls, klar He dick are Wen the Jed, acbord- 
| ito: * Jenptäres, Whichgive Life hd Vir. 
_ rae dee ak thin Ebi did and ſuffer*d upon che 
Erin ter Fe into the World, weate 
n aire what Was che Conteg sene of this 
nie Rink ri COND What we fend and come 4 
— frerwards, and-this will be af plain | 
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| i tere. Abe by Was very ſrunge and 
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then well befieve that” ſuch g 
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|; Conſequence or Effet of wis bis Seſfom os Sft- 


ing there in Glory, and. that is, the Bleflings 


and Gifts that he promiſed his Difciples and Fo 


lowers, before he left them, that he wodld cer- 


tainly ſend them, even the greateſt Gifts that 


ean be beſtowed upon the Children of Men, 
ths * under theſe: Words of the Hoy 
| W Ghoſh, 
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164 SACRED HISTORY. 
Ghoſt, faying,* L will; ſend you the Holy Ghoſt 
the Comforter :\ For chus he ſpeaks to them be- 
fore he went away from them in the moſt Lov- 
ing Friendly Manner, I will pray the Father, 
and he. ſhallFend© your anõ’,ůer Comforter, that 
|| ſhall abideswitiu y for ever Now, bow the Son 
intercedes wirk His! Father, and how the Com- 
munication between the Father and the Son is, 
how the Som ass or prays the Father, and how 
the Father hears and vrders, is a Myſtery beyond 
our Underſtanding. But yet we may well be 
ſenſible in an in ward and Spiritual Manner, 
after Prayer for obtaining that which our Bleſſed 
Saviour has promiſed in his Name, what the 
Bleſſing is of an Anſwer to our Prayers, when we 
feet the Divine Effects of Operation upon our 
Mind, either in enlightening them, or in fpread- 
. Ing over our Souls the large Knowledge of his 
|| - Myſteries or the fweet Fruit of his Love. At 
the firſt he ſent down the Gifts of this Holy 
Spirit upon che Apoſtles and Chrifians: in a 
mighty Torrent like a violent ruſhing Wind, 
and filled the Houſe where they were ſitting, and 
at length manifeſted itſelf in many Miraculous 
Works, inſpiring them to ſpeak all Sorts of 
Languages, and aſſiſting them to eure all Man- 

ner of Diſeaſes and caſting out Devils. This 
Divine Spirit help'd them to Break forth into the 
Praiſes of God for his wonderful Works, which 
he wrought in the World at the ſevEral Epocha's 
or Periods of Time, when he was pleaſed to 
_ manifeſt them; but the Chief and the moſt ex- 
cellent of all the Operations which the Holy 
' Ghoſt wrought was upon the Souls of Men in 
changing their Hearts, in turning them from 

| | e Darkneſs 
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Ages, to all Mankind, when 


other Miracles ceaſed, Which fhewed?that 
cis wa th Principal Defigw of the Hey SA 


being ſent by the bleſled Jelus, that it was tb mijke 


Men Godd and Holy, to abhot aud. forſake all 
the G tions that bad been inſinuated intocthe 
Nature of Man, to help us td remove chat bitter 


Root of Sin; and inſtead thereof toi plant the 
Tree of Life, from whence Righteouſneſs and 


Peace and Joy in the Hoh) Ghaſt was to he for 
ever flowing, to malte the human Nature happy 


both here and for ever. Thus the Power of the 


Bleſſed Spirit being ſent them from above, not 
only for the Glory of the Great God, but for 
the Good of all Men then living or ed be 
living upon the Face of the Earth, it was 
neceſſary that the Particulars of theſe bleſſed 

and excellent Things ſhou'd be written down 


and recorded for a Remembrance throughout all 


 fucceeding Generations, and ſo we Rall find 


them in the 42s of the Apoſlles and other Parts 
of the New Teſtament. And as they are v 


plain and clear, ſo they are to be choſen out 
and” given to Youth to learn and underſtand, 


that they may begin to know-their Saviour very 


early, and have him ſoon fix'd in their Minds, 


that they may never after loſe the true Taſte 


and Reliſh of their Gracious Redeemer's Merits, 


nor the Senſe of the Bleflings that flow from his 
Divine N N 


Now the een to ts Jeans for this Pur- 
poſe are theſe following, about the 2 Ghoſt. 
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3. The Scriptures interpreted by the Guid- 
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227 Chriſt, and preached" ant it with 
mighty! Power, inſomuch, cher i #little Time 
this Holy Religion, after many VeNecutions raiſe 
i, began to find a reſting Place in ſev 
row. bf oe Earth, ſo mi ay aid he Word 
Spirit of God prevail” againſt the 
tions, that Churches, large Chyrches: — 
bk to the Hohour of God and his Chriſt, 
5er hehe Tomi ſtood dedicated to Ido- 
nd large Contributions were freely ad- 
e ming tlie Miniſters of Chriſt, 
and For 8 his Holy 'Goſpels,” either for 
confirming Behevers, or 2 the e 
ber of ſuch as ſhould be faved. . 
as © 0 $73. 3. 28 
The Hiflory of this entre Agar a and . | 
| | that the Chriſtian Religion [riade in 
e World from dhe Beginning; we meet with 
min che Striptures of the New Teſtament, par- 


1 3 ticularly * in that Part of it called the 457 of 


len, and the Epiſtles wrote by ſome of 
ine Perſons who were inſpired, and made 
it their Buſineſs to met 0 their Thoughts 
to ſeveral Churches. The Plaineſt Recount of 
which are here put under proper Titles, to 
be learn'd by [thoſe whom their Parents and 
Maſters are defiroitsſliould have a diſtin& Me- 
mory of theſe TranſaQions, for 9 ny 
InſtraQions. 1. n nn 


> . 42 © * 7 * 
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n | Boyitninitof Chrif's Religion, by the 

- Preschin the Baptiſm of ee e by: —_ 

Jobn dhe B aprifh.* Mart. 1. i. mw 

2. The Beginning of Chriſt's Re _ by his 

aaa Mat. * xvii. 1 
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The Beg 4 of Chriſt's Religion, by. his 
els and. ſending: 2 twelve Apoſtles. Mari a 
3. 53 . Aut. 10. Jo XV. ali, 


The! inning of Chrils Reli ion by his 
| 1 ing and lg the ages 
Duck s to e, Ctr gy 


„ 'The'Pro rogreſs ot (Obes bh ien A ng 
the Fes and P roſelytes by. the Preaching of St. 
Fuer at Jeruſa lem, and there ganverting three 
| = png * Ou ime. e ee 
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65 The nr of bp Chriſtian Relis gion | 
amon the Jews. and Profelytes,' by the Prosch. . 
ing ok St. Feter _— . at e 4. 
v. Xiv. | 41517 fs £7 


7. 5 The e of 5 Chriſtian Religion x 
among the Gentiles, by St. Peter's Preaching 
ay an of Cornelius and his U 5 


” -ah 3 74 


8. By Corneliur's Viſion of an Angel, that bad 
him ſend to Peter at his Lodgings. Act. 10. i, ib. 


9. By Pater's Vinon of a Sheet and; a Veice, J 
bidding him go along with the 3 _ 
by Cornelius. Ads 10. ix. xKx. 


10. Peter's going with the Men that Er. 
1 the Reaſon of his ſend- 
ing for him, 8: 2; 10. v. i. 


5 ; 11. St. 
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| 11. St Peter's Preaching. Chriſt/to |, Cornelhu 
and his Family, the Holy Gboſ falls een ain. 


and they are baptized into the 

4 10. Xxxix- xlviii. ts 

Uithr the Hhad of the Progreſs 77 Zr p 1 
| ligion, it i⸗ 23 mention the Enemies of 
it, ig, of. bis Religion, ang. t Ari, 
a Perſecutions raiſed againft 7275 Ys 


7 HEN «thus. 40 are eome to give an 
*. Aceom t of the e ec 
ligion in the W ld, it will be very proper to 
peak of che Oppoſitions and Perſecgtions that 
were. raiſed againſt it from man) Reaſons, bur 
chiefly | from the great Corruptiens that werr 
every. where ſpread about in all Parts of the 
Earth. And theſe in General were either from 
the Jews, or, Heathens, | or Hereticks of thoſe 
Times. etys cou'd* not endure that any 
ſhou'd: be the evple of God but*themlelves;. 
the -Heathens con'd'not'bear<their Tdolatry-and - 
wicked Cuſtoms ſhou'd | be_aboliſh'd ; and the 
Hereticir, who were for Liberty in ink 
and Liberty in Practice, could hot away wich 
the tric Par of Religion: And therefore when 
Chriftianity had, difplay'd itfelf in the World, . 
to be Forth alvation of all that embraced it, 
to be contrary to the Corruptions and ana | 
Pleaſures of Mankind, and to require in all its 
Followers a conſtant Obedieneg to the Faith an 
Doctrine it profeſß d, no wonder'it encaunter d 
with many terrible Perſecutions from thofe of 
2 Jewilb, of a vicious qr a proud Diſpoſition. 


Now cheſe — which were raiſed by | 
the 
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the Enemies of Chriſt againſt his Religion and 
Members, are to be gather'd out of the 44s of 
. the 4poftler, and the eee. 
Where {ome of the many Sufferings of Chriſtians 
were recorded, with the great Variety of Tor- 
ments that were inflicted on them, and they 
were expoſed to without Cauſe, not only to 
the ſtated Puniſhments of the Civil Power, bur 
to all the barbaroùs Uſage that the Paſſions of 
Men could invent, ſuch as Frials ef cruel Mock- 


ings ard Seourgipgs, to Bonds and Impriſon- 


ments, to the Sword and to the Fire, to the 
Rack and 10 * To avoid which Per- 
ſeeutions many were fore d ta.fly to, the Woods 
and to dhe Mountains, or elſe were baniſh'd 
from their Eſtates and their Country to live upon 
the Herbs and Fruits of the Earth, to lye upon 
the Ground, to wander about in the Deſarts, be- 
ing deſlitute of all human Comforts, and afflicted 
with many Troubles of Mind, Body, and Eſtate. 
And ſince the Scripture aſſures us, that all who 


_ would live Gadly in Chriſt, Jeſus muſt ſuffer 


| Perſecution, it becomes all Chriſtian Parents, 
that would bring up their Children for the Ser- 
vice of Chriſt, to prepare them for Trials, by 
acquainting them thus with what the Diſciples 
of Chriſt in all Ages have endured from the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil; that ſo they 
may be diſciplined to fight againſt all the Ene - 
mies of their Souls, and not be overcome with 
the Shame and Fear that is ſo common among 
Men that profeſs Religion when they are called 
to bear any thing for Chriſt's Sake from thoſe 

who are Strangers to the Spirit, the Power and 
Purity of the Goſpel. „ 
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2. And that Youth and iu Peflons me hve 
- thi Fear of God to ballance all Fears o 
it will be necellary, in the fecond Place, to be wh 
before us the juſt Jadgments of God 1 
© that have been the and 7 — 
of Chirift's Word and as partieularly 
"the whole Jew? Nation, who ate yet 2 5 
t 


Monuments of his Indignation upon that 
count. The like Inſtances may be pointed 
of the Lives of the Roman Emperors, who be- 

ing many of them eruel Perſceutors of Chri- 
ſtianity, win be found to ſave plain Marks of 

Divine Vengeance purſuing them. Theſe Ac 
counts, which are tobe met with in Hiſtory, will 
be very uſeful to fill the Minds of © Youth -with 
lively Thoughts of God's Juſtice in the Vindica 
tion of his Truth from Men of a ems and 
n Temper. 


z. We may n next the ſignal Provi 
dence of God, in preſerving his Church, amiaſt 
the — it was * . 4 

To 
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To theſe Judgments we may add, in the third 
Place, the Wonderfgl Frovidences . of God in 
© the Deliverance h ſo maty times 
from all her Enemies, and in the Preſervation. 
of her amidſt ſo Yar that ſhe has been. 
toſs'd with, that e one may ſee his Care 
and Goodneſs in re on ee nx 
that his Concern ever E t y 
of his People's Souls, W t . „ 
his Truth, notwit Biuldies 
he has n — — 10, the 
dne for the Trial and Glory of its. Purity, and 
the other for dirbR ste, —— and 
Holineſs. For the“ aH e 
to inconſiderate Pesſons; that God hdd fuſer 
good Men . to paſa thro? PR great and 
continual Hardſhips for- many» Vears, yet, the 
Reaſons for it may be found very Gagd, when 


we reflect upon the Church under Perſecution, 


and the Church. in Proſperity, that the Blogd 
of the Martyrs Was the Seed of the Church, 
and that the Sufferings they: went thro' made 
the Religion the profeſſed ſhine every Day 
more Pure, and Glorious and Admirable-to the 
_ reſt of Mankind: whereas no ſooner did they 
abate, and ga off, and the Church was in Peace 
from her Enemies, but Corruptions and Diſor- 
ders prevailed, and ſhe ceaſed to be what ſhe 
was for er under the OA Perſecu-- 
tions. 
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The Apoſtacy FE Corruption by 
dan 5 Chriſtians KF bo! 


e 20860 Mill be 14. (6 obſerve the 
. Apoltacy , of; Chriſtighs/from- their primitive 
Faith and Practice, and conſequently the great 
_Corruptions prevailing among them, as the 
Apoſtles have foretold of the Man of Sin uM 
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groſs Ignorance in the Principles of Religion, 
and the Errors in the fundamental Points, that 
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Ilead of Chriſtian States, Churches and Families, 
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ruptions that reign among Chriſtians, -publiſh'd 
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therefore, he pointed out from that Author in 
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very made by the Word of God, together with 
the Sorrows and Oecaſions of them We are 
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to expoſe Swearing, Drunkenneſs, Uncleanneſs, 
&c., in the ſcandalous Names they deſerve, and 

declare with Concern the Miſehiefs of . 
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| on =" Waters. P. 49, L. 21, for The read This. 
EE © L, 7 from the-Bottom, after and add who; and in 
tie e Line, aſtet evg * Y. 75, Line 1, for 

: follow, read flow, Ia xbe ge L. io, dele which, 
F. 76, L. 21, for different read difficult. P. 89, L. 24, 
after it add is. P. 91, L. 17, for denote read relating; 
and in the next Line, dele and to Truth. P. 96, L. 8 from 
the Bottom, for their read there. P. 103, L. 15, for in 
read is. P. 121, at the e Beginning of L. 2 from the Bottom, 
ndd His preaching, P. 124, L. 18, for wherever read 
wherein, P. 128, L. 12, for Miſchief read Trouble. 
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BE | Kae for ons read Sou! . P. 1 I, 
Jae Carpplations read C eb vs ©. 182, L. 4. 
. 8 . e 185, I. 7 fer Heavy ns read 
Earth. P. 190, . 5 om'the Bottom,” for his read their; 
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1 et Humility. 
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